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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 860 %%

| NTRODUCED BY MYERS, BENNI NGTON, Bl SHOP, BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE
DONATUCCI , FABRI ZI O, FRANKEL, GECRCE, d BBONS, HORNAMAN,
JAMES, KI RKLAND, MANN, MANTZ, MGEEHAN, MELI O, M LLARD
M O BRI EN, PAYNE, ROEBUCK, SAI NATO, SCAVELLO, STABACK AND
YOUNGBLOOD, SEPTEMBER 15, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
SEPTEMBER 15, 2008

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

N T N S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

A RESOLUTI ON
Supporting the National School Breakfast Program and recogni zi ng

t he Phil adel phia School District for being selected to

participate in the Departnent of Agriculture' s School

Br eakf ast Program Expansion Initiative.

WHEREAS, The School Breakfast Program was established in 1966
as a pilot program designed to provide categorical grants to
assi st schools serving breakfasts to "nutritionally needy"”
children, and in 1975, the programrecei ved pernmanent
aut hori zati on; and

WHEREAS, The program provi des cash assistance to states to
operate nonprofit breakfast prograns in schools and residenti al
child-care institutions; and

VHEREAS, At the Federal |evel, the National School Breakfast
Program (NSBP) is adm ni stered by the Departnent of Agriculture
through its Food and Nutrition Service; and

WHEREAS, At the state level, NSBP is typically adm nistered

by state education agencies; and
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WHEREAS, Many famlies are living on strict budgets and find
it difficult to provide breakfasts at hone; and

WHEREAS, Children in famlies who experience hunger and food
insecurities are two-to-three tinmes nore likely to have
enotional, behavioral and academ c probl ens; and

WHEREAS, Mbre than 100, 000 Phil adel phia students skip the
opportunity to have a healthy breakfast; and

WHEREAS, Nationally, approximately 45% of students in NSBP
eat a school breakfast, and nationally in fiscal year 2006-2007,
nore than 9.7 mllion children participated in the program every
day; and

WHEREAS, During the 2005-2006 school year, 43,166 (29.6% of
| ow-i nconme students participated in the NSBP in Phil adel phia,
resulting in approxi mately 100,000 eligible | owinconme students
not receiving the free breakfast; and

VWHEREAS, Studi es have shown that students are nore attentive
and perform better academ cally when they eat a healthy
breakfast prior to the start of the school day; and

WHEREAS, Eating breakfast can inprove classroom performance,
grades and test scores, increase the ability to focus, decrease
behavi oral probl ens and i ncrease attendance; and

WHEREAS, School breakfasts supply one-quarter of the
Reconmended Daily Al owance for chil dren; and

WHEREAS, Typically, schools use one of the follow ng
appr oaches dependi ng on their needs:

(1) "Breakfast in the C assroom where students have the
opportunity to eat a healthy neal at their desks;
(2) "Grab 'n' Go" where students grab the packaged neal
and eat it on school grounds; or

(3) "Breakfast After 1st Period" where students have the
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opportunity to eat after their first class;
and
WHEREAS, The Phi |l adel phia School District has been recogni zed

nationally for being first in the nation in 1991, and renaining
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5 the national |eader in having a Universal Service system where

6 no witten, nmeans-tested application is required for either free
7 or reduced-price lunches and breakfasts and where all children

8 in such schools are eligible for a free neal; and

9 WHEREAS, The Phi |l adel phia School District has been sel ected
10 to participate in the Department of Agriculture's School

11 Breakfast Program Expansion Initiative; therefore be it

12 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives support the

13 National School Breakfast Program and recogni ze the Phil adel phia
14 School District for being selected to participate in the

15 Departnent of Agriculture's School Breakfast Program Expansi on
16 Initiative; and be it further

17 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives conmmend the

18 Phil adel phia School District for remaining the national |eader

19 in having a Universal Service systemwhere all children in such

20 schools are eligible for a free neal
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