PRINTER S N0 4270
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STABACK, SWANCER, TRUE, VULAKOVI CH AND YOUNGBLOOD,
SEPTEMBER 9, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
SEPTEMBER 9, 2008

A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng the week of Cctober 19 through 25, 2008, as
"National Teen Driving Safety Wek" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Mbtor vehicle crashes are the | eading cause of death
for adol escents and young adults in the United States, and many
of these deaths are preventable; and

WHEREAS, Al nost 7,500 drivers between 15 and 20 years of age
were involved in fatal crashes in 2005 throughout the United

St ates; and
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WHEREAS, The fatality rate in the United States for drivers

bet ween 16 and 19 years of age, based on miles driven, is four

times the fatality rate for drivers between 25 and 69 years of
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age; and

WHEREAS, The majority of teen driver crashes in the United
States are due to driver error and speeding, and 15% of the
crashes are due to drunk driving; and

WHEREAS, Roughly two-thirds of teenagers killed in notor
vehicle accidents in the United States each year did not use
seatbelts; and

WHEREAS, Approxi mately 63% of teen passenger deaths in the
United States occur while other teenagers are driving; and

WHEREAS, |n Pennsylvania, in 2007, teens 16 to 20 years of
age were involved in 32,771 traffic crashes with 34. 6% of those
crashes involving a single vehicle running off the road and
hitting a fixed object, such as a tree, guardrail, etc; and

WHEREAS, Young drivers are the |east experienced, and
therefore traffic crashes involving drivers 16 to 20 years of
age are nost often the result of driver error, such as speed,
distraction and failure to observe driving regul ati ons and
condi tions; and

WHEREAS, It is necessary to explore effective ways to reduce
the crash risk for young drivers by focusing research and
outreach efforts on areas of teen driving that show t he nost
prom se for inproving safety; and

WHEREAS, The National Teen Driver Survey, devel oped with
i nput fromteenagers and adm ni stered by The Children's Hospital
of Phil adel phia, denonstrates a nati onwi de need to increase
overal | awareness about the safe use of electronic handheld
devices, the risks of nighttinme and fatigued driving, the
i nportance of consistent seatbelt use and the practice of
gradual ly increasing driver privileges over tinme as a young

driver gains nore experience under supervised conditions; and
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WHEREAS, In 2005, 1,553 crash fatalities involving a teen
driver occurred in the fall, when teenagers in the first nonths
of the school year were faced with many deci sions invol ving
driving, including whether to drive with peer passengers and
ot her distractions; and

WHEREAS, Recogni zing the third week of Cctober as "National
Teen Driving Safety Wek" is expected to increase awareness of
t hese i nportant issues anong teenagers and adults in this
Commonweal th, as additional research is conducted to devel op and
test effective interventions to boost teen driver safety;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
week of October 19 through 25, 2008, as "National Teen Driving
Saf ety Week" in Pennsylvania; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives:

(1) support the goals and ideas of "National Teen

Driving Safety Wek"; and

(2) encourage the people of Pennsylvania to observe the
week with appropriate activities that pronote the practice of
safe driving anmong |icensed teen drivers in this

Commpnweal t h.
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