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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the Congress of the United States to intently
examne its energy policies and nake any and all necessary
changes in order to address the ever-increasing price of
energy on behalf of the citizens of this Comonweal th and of
this nation.

WHEREAS, Fossil fuels, coal, oil and natural gas currently
provi de nore than 85% of all the energy consuned in the United
States, nearly two-thirds of our electricity and virtually al
of our transportation fuels; and

WHEREAS, The price of fossil fuels has increased fivefold
since 2000, the price of a gallon of gasoline has nore than
doubl ed since 2000, the cost of hone heating oil has increased
approxi mately 75% since 2007 and the price of steam coal, which
is utilized in order to make electricity, will increase 25%in
2009- 2010; and

WHEREAS, The ongoing instability in the Mddle East has |ed

to an era of uncertainty and, even with the aggressive

devel opnent and i npl enentation of alternative and renewabl e
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sources of energy, the United States nust place a greater
enphasi s on the donmestic production of fossil fuels in an effort
to assist the people of this Cormonweal th and of this nation;
and

WHEREAS, The Organi zation of the Petrol eum Exporti ng
Countries (OPEC) has been reluctant to increase oil production,
even with demand increasing due to the industrialization of
countries like China and India, thus driving the price of oil up
and placing a greater financial burden on consuners; and

WHEREAS, The hi gh cost of energy, especially fossil fuels,
has begun to cripple the econony of both this Commonweal th and
this country, leading to increasing prices related to vital
entities, such as food; and

WHEREAS, A tiny portion of the Arctic National WIldlife
Ref uge contains an estimated 10.4 billion barrels of oil, which
i f devel oped, would be the | argest producing oil field in the
Nort hern Hem sphere; and

VWHEREAS, There is an additional 86 billion barrels of oil and
420 trillion cubic feet of natural gas undevel oped in the Quter
Conti nental Shelf; and

WHEREAS, Ei ghty-five percent of the Quter Continental Shelf
and the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge is off limts to
devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, The Congress has bl ocked further devel opnent of
t hose areas as recently as June 2008; and

WHEREAS, The electric industry is seeking to increase prices
in Pennsylvania after the electric generation caps expire, thus
pl aci ng even nore of a fiscal burden on residents of this
Commonweal th and this nation; and

WHEREAS, The record cost of gasoline has decreased travel
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1 volune, which is negatively inpacting the tourism and

2 recreational econony in this Conmonwealth and all across the

3 country; therefore be it

4 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the

5 Conmmonweal th of Pennsyl vania urge the Congress of the United

6 States to exercise due diligence on behalf of the citizens of

7 this Comonweal th and of this nation by exercising regulatory

8 <control and oversight in order to help eradicate high energy

9 prices and assist the citizens of this Commonweal th and of this
10 nation.
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