PRINTER S N0 4230
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the President and the Congress of the United States to

i ncrease funding for the Low I ncone Hone Energy Assistance

Program

WHEREAS, The Low I nconme Hone Ener gy Assi stance Program
(LI HEAP) was authorized by Title XXVI of the Omi bus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1981 (Public Law 97-35, 95 Stat. 357) and
began in 1982; and

WHEREAS, Its purpose is to assist |owincome househol ds,
particularly those under the poverty |level, that pay a high
proportion of household i ncome for home energy to neet i mredi ate
home energy needs; and

WHEREAS, Federal dollars for LIHEAP are allocated by the
United States Departnent of Health and Human Services to the

states as a block grant and are di sbursed under prograns

desi gned by the individual states; and
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WHEREAS, LI HEAP remai ns dependent on the Federal
appropriations process for its funding; and

WHEREAS, LIHEAP is admnistered at the state and county
| evel s by governnent agencies and inplenmented primarily at the
| ocal level by community action prograns (CAPS), |ocal welfare
agenci es and area agenci es on agi ng; and

WHEREAS, In this Commonweal th LI HEAP is adm ni stered by the
Department of Public Wl fare and consists of three conponents:
cash benefits to help eligible | owincome househol ds pay for
their hone-heating fuel; crisis paynents to resol ve weat her-
rel ated, supply shortage and ot her househol d energy-rel at ed
energenci es; and energy conservation and weat heri zati on neasures
to address |ong-range solutions to the hone-heating problens of
| ow-i ncome househol ds; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is the |eading petroleumrefining state
in the Northeast, and the Drake Well in Titusville,
Pennsyl vania, was the world's first comrercial oil well, and
west ern Pennsyl vania was the site of the world's first oil boom
and

WHEREAS, According to the annual Hone Energy Affordability
Gap report, Pennsylvania, along with nmuch of the Northeast, is
vul nerable to distillate fuel oil shortages and price spikes
during winter nonths due to high demand for honme heating; and

WHEREAS, Mbre than one-fourth of Pennsyl vani a househol ds rely
on fuel oil as their primary energy source for hone heating; and

WHEREAS, [n 2006, Pennsyl vania provided over 350, 000
househol ds with financial heating assistance, which is
approxi mately 44% of the 800, 300 eligi ble households in the
State; and

WHEREAS, Fam lies in this Conmonweal th receiving LI HEAP
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assi stance have inconmes bel ow 150% of the Federal poverty |evel;
and

WHEREAS, According to the Canpaign for Home Energy
Assi stance, while the residential energy burden for all United
St at es households in 2001 was 7% of their inconme, for LIHEAP
reci pi ent househol ds the residential energy burden was 17.2%
nearly 2.5 tinmes the average burden; and

WHEREAS, Fifteen percent of LIHEAP grant funding is all ocated
to weatherization efforts; and

WHEREAS, The Statewi de waiting list for weatherization
services is approximately 1.5 tines the program s annual nunber
of hones weat herized and is grow ng by approxi mately 400
househol ds per year; and

WHEREAS, LI HEAP has nurtured an effective partnership between
t he Federal Governnent, state governments and the private
sector; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a urge the President and the Congress
of the United States to increase LIHEAP funding; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, to the presiding officers of
each house of Congress and to each nmenber of Congress from

Pennsyl vani a.
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