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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the House of Representatives to hold public hearings on
the Hel p Anerica Vote Act to further prevent voting
difficulties in the 2008 general election due to the high
turnout of new voters.

WHEREAS, The Hel p Anerica Vote Act (HAVA) was passed by the
Congress of the United States in 2002 to prevent a recurrence of
difficulties experienced during the 2000 presidential election;
and

WHEREAS, In this Conmonweal th, HAVA is responsible for
provi di ng funding for updating voting systens, voter education,
polling place accessibility and | anguage accessibility; and

WHEREAS, Before the April 22, 2008, prinmary election, the
Department of State issued news rel eases and provided interviews
with nmedia to explain the qualifications and process to register
to vote, as well as the requirenents of a closed primry; and

WHEREAS, A special nessage and a news rel ease were issued to

menbers of the armed forces of the Commonweal th expl ai ni ng the
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process for mlitary and overseas voters; and

WHEREAS, In addition, the Departnment of State al so reached
out to university presidents to conmuni cate guidelines for
col |l ege voters, as many of the students nay be voting for the
first tinme; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of State |aunched Ready. Set. Vote, an
interactive voter education canpaign that features nultinedia
advertising, outreach efforts and a revised version of the
interactive Internet website, VotesPa.com and

WHEREAS, The canpaign's goal is to ensure that Comobnweal th
voters are famliar with voting processes, rights and
t echnol ogy; and

WHEREAS, Counties were rem nded to be prepared to handl e
unexpected polling place energencies, such as power outages,
i ncl enent weat her, fires, water damage and fl oodi ng and the
| arge volunme of voters also magnified the inportance of pol
wor ker training; and

WHEREAS, Departnent of State staff nenbers who are dedi cated
to specific topics were ready and avail abl e during el ection day
to provide assistance to the counties and to the public on
i ssues ranging from basic questions to conplex |egal issues, and
the Departnent of State took additional steps to nake avail able
comuni cation |iaisons to serve the counties on the day of the
primary, if needed; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives work to prevent
voter difficulties and problens by hol ding public hearings to
ensure the Commonweal th can handl e the predicted unprecedented

voter turnout for the general election on Novenber 4, 2008.
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