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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 764 5%

| NTRODUCED BY MOUL, ARGALL, BAKER, BEYER, Bl SHOP, BOBACK
BRENNAN, BROCKS, CALTAG RONE, CAUSER, CLYMER, COHEN
CREI GHTON, DALEY, DePASQUALE, D G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, EVERETT,
FAI RCH LD, FLECK, FRANKEL, GALLOWAY, GEORGE, G BBONS,
G LLESPI E, G NGRI CH, GODSHALL, GOCDVAN, GRUCELA, HELM
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, JAMES, KAUFFMAN, KILLIQN, KOTIK
KULA, MAHONEY, MAJOR, MANN, MANTZ, MARKGCSEK, Ml LHATTAN,
MELI O M COZZI E, M LLARD, MOYER, MJRT, MJSTI O, NAILOCR,
NI CKOL, PALLONE, PARKER, PAYNE, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT, QUI NN
RAVALEY, RAPP, READSHAW ROCK, RCEBUCK, RCSS, RUBLEY,
SAI NATO, SANTONI, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SEIP, SIPTROTH, SONNEY,
STERN, SWANGER, TRUE, VULAKOVI CH, J. VH TE, WOINARCSKI AND
D. O BRIEN, MAY 20, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MAY 20, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng May 15 t hrough June 15, 2008, as "Tourette Syndrone
Awar eness Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, An estimated 200, 000 people in the United States and
nore than 3,000 citizens of this Commonweal th have been
di agnosed with Tourette Syndrone, a neurobi ol ogical, genetic
condi tion which has no cure; and

WHEREAS, Tourette Syndrone is a devel opnental disability that
begi ns before a child reaches 18 years of age and affects
children and adults of all races and ethnicities; and

WHEREAS, Individuals with Tourette Syndrome are affected by
tics and involuntary, rapid, sudden novenments or vocalizations

t hat occur repeatedly; and
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WHEREAS, Individuals with Tourette Syndronme nust learn to
cope with these sudden novenents or vocalizations that occur
t housands of tinmes a day, every day; and

WHEREAS, |ndividuals with Tourette Syndrone face periodic
changes in the nature and severity of their tics, as these
synpt ons wax and wane and change wi t hout forewarning; and

WHEREAS, Individuals with Tourette Syndrome frequently have
co-occuring conditions that further conplicate their care and
di agnosis, including attention deficit disorder, attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder, obsessive-conpul sive disorder,
nood di sorders, learning disabilities, handwiting difficulties,
executive function disorder and sensory processing disorder; and

WHEREAS, Individuals with Tourette Syndronme are frequently
m sunderstood by their famlies, the community and even by the
nmedi cal profession due to their seem ngly controll abl e behavi or
and variety of synptons; and

WHEREAS, Tourette Syndrone is m sunderstood and t hought to be
a condition of enotional disturbance instead of chem cal
bi ol ogy; and

WHEREAS, |[ndividuals with Tourette Syndrone are often
ostraci zed by the general public and children are disciplined
for various mani festations of their disability by educators who
do not understand that the child is not in control of his
actions and may be delayed in his maturity and enoti onal
responses; and

WHEREAS, |[ndividuals with Tourette Syndrome face
di scrimnation fromeducators, friends, famly, enployers,
coworkers and the judicial systemwhile dealing with their
unpredi ctabl e di sorder and uncertain future; and

WHEREAS, Schools are required to nake accomodations to
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support their students with Tourette Syndrone to be successful
in their education program however, many schools often resi st
or limt services for a nunber of reasons, but nobst comonly due
to the full conplexity of the disorder being msclassified as
behavi oral or enotional; and

WHEREAS, |[ndividuals with Tourette Syndrone are often very
intelligent and capable of great contributions to society when
gi ven the proper support; and

WHEREAS, Enpl oyers are required under the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to disregard disability in hiring or
pronotions and to nake accommobdati ons to support their enpl oyees
with Tourette Syndrone so the enpl oyees can be successful in the
wor kpl ace and not be forced to file for disability; and

WHEREAS, The enpl oyer can benefit fromthat success, however,
enpl oyers often neglect to hire, pronote and nake these
accommodations for individuals with Tourette Syndrone; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Tourette Syndrone Associ ati on,
Inc., has joined together with the National Tourette Syndrone
Association, Inc., to pronote awareness and support i nproved
education, diagnosis, research and treatnent; and

WHEREAS, Understanding this illness will help guarantee hope
for acceptance and a better future for people with Tourette
Syndrome; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
needs of these individuals with neurol ogical inpairnent and
recogni ze May 15 through June 15, 2008, as "Tourette Syndromne
Awar eness Mont h" in Pennsylvania and urge all citizens to
support the search for a cure and to assist those individuals
and famlies who deal with this neurobiological syndrone every

day of their lives.
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