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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zing the nonth of April 2008 as "Teen Dating Viol ence
Awar eness and Prevention Month" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, The February 2005/ March 2006 Teen Dati ng Abuse
Survey conducted by Teenage Research Unlimted and comm ssi oned
by Liz Caiborne, Inc., had the follow ng findings:

(1) One in three fenale teens in a dating relationship
has feared for her physical safety.

(2) Nearly one in five teens in a serious relationship
has said their boyfriend or girlfriend would threaten to hurt

t hensel ves or their partner if there was a breakup.

(3) One in five teens in a serious relationship reports
havi ng been hit, slapped or pushed by a partner.

(4) More than one in four teens have been in a



rel ati onship where their partner verbally abused them
(5) Thirteen percent of Hispanic teens have reported

that hitting their partner was perni ssible;
and

VWHEREAS, The Decenber 1995 Kai ser Permanente Poll, Children
Now, found that 29% of girls in a relationship have said they
have been pressured to engage in sexual activity they did not
want ; and

WHEREAS, An August 2006 report of the Anerican Public Health
Associ ation (Interpersonal Violence in the Lives of U ban
Ameri can I ndian and Al aska Native Wonen: |nplications for
Heal t h, Mental Health, and Hel p- Seeking) found that Native-
Ameri can wonen experience higher rates of interpersonal violence
t han any ot her popul ati on group; and

VWHEREAS, A 2001 article in the Journal of the Anmerican
Medi cal Association (Dating Viol ence Agai nst Adol escent Grls
and Associ at ed Substance Abuse, Unheal t hy Wi ght Control, Sexual
Ri sk Behavi or, Pregnancy and Suicidality) reported that violent
rel ati onshi ps in adol escence can have serious ramfications for
victinms, who are at higher risk for substance abuse, eating
di sorders, risky sexual behavior, suicide and adult
revictimzation; and

WHEREAS, Researchers S. L. Feld and M A. Strauss (Crim nol ogy
1989) held that the severity of violence anbng intimte partners
has been shown to increase if the pattern has been established
i n adol escence; and

WHEREAS, A June/July 2004 article in Wnen's Health (Fam |y
Vi ol ence Prevention Fund & Advocates for Youth) reported that
81% of parents surveyed believe dating violence is not an issue

or admt they do not knowif it is an issue; and
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WHEREAS, Recogni zi ng "Teen Dating Viol ence Awar eness and
Prevention Month" benefits schools, comunities and famlies;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
month of April 2008 as "Teen Dating Viol ence Awareness and

Prevention Month" to rai se awareness of teen dating violence in
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this Commonweal t h.
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