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| NTRODUCED BY MANN, BAKER, BELFANTI, BENNI NGTON, BEYER, BI SHOP
CALTAG RONE, CLYMER, COHEN, CREI GHTON, DALEY, Di G ROLAMO,
DONATUCCI , FLECK, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GALLOWMAY, GEI ST, GEORGE
G BBONS, G NGRI CH, GODSHALL, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HELM
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, HORNAMAN, M KELLER, KENNEY, KULA,
MAJOR, MANTZ, MELI O, MENSCH M LLARD, MJSTI O, NAILOR,
M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PAYNE, QUI NN, READSHAW ROCK, ROHRER
RCSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SCAVELLO SEIP, STERN, SWANGER, VEREB,
VULAKOVI CH, WOINAROSKI, PHI LLIPS, SAYLOR, CONKLI N, BARRAR,
SANTONI, O NEI LL, SOLOBAY, SIPTROTH, MOYER AND FAI RCHI LD,
MAY 2, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MAY 2, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nonth of May 2008 as "Arthritis Awareness Month"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Arthritis refers to nore than 100 different di seases
that cause pain, swelling and |limted novenent in joints and
connective tissue throughout the body, the nost preval ent forns
of which are osteoarthritis, fibronyalgia and rheumatoid
arthritis; and

WHEREAS, Nearly 46 mllion Anericans, representing one in
five adults, have arthritis and nearly two-thirds of those
peopl e are wonen; and

WHEREAS, Arthritis is one of the nost common chronic health
probl enms and the nunber one cause of limtation in novenent in

the United States; and
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WHEREAS, Arthritis costs the United States econony $86. 2
billion per year in nedical care and | ost wages; and

WHEREAS, The specific causes of arthritis are not yet known
for nost forns of the disease, but there are nmany things that
can be done to reduce the inpact of arthritis on everyday |ife;
and

WHEREAS, The key to reducing the inpact of arthritis is early
di agnosis and a treatnent plan tailored to the needs of each
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, Mbst treatnent prograns include a conbination of
nmedi cati on, exercise, rest, use of heat and cold, joint
protection techni ques and sonetinmes surgery; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate My
2008 as "Arthritis Awareness Month" in Pennsyl vania and urge
residents of this Commonweal th to be aware of the seriousness of
this disease and to seek appropriate treatnment to mnimze its

i npact on their |ives.
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