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A RESOLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng the nmonth of May 2008 as "Heal thy Babies Month" in

Pennsyl vani a and urgi ng prospective parents to be inforned

about prenatal care.

WHEREAS, The March of Dines is declaring May 2008 to be
"Heal t hy Babies Month" in order to educate nen and wonen of
chi | dbeari ng age about the inportance of preconception and
prenatal care, nutrition and a healthy lifestyle in order to
enhance positive birth outcones; and

WHEREAS, According to the nost recently rel eased data of the
National Center for Health Statistics, 16,928 babies were born

prematurely in this Commonweal th, accounting for nore than 11. 8%
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of live births in 2004; and

WHEREAS, The rate of premature births in this Commonweal t h
has increased nore than 10%in the | ast decade; and

WHEREAS, The rate of pretermbirth, by race, is highest anobng
African Americans (179, Native Anericans (14.2%, Hi spanics
(13%, whites (10.5% and Asians (9.2%; and

WHEREAS, In this Commonweal th, premature birth with
acconpanyi ng | ow birthweight is the second | eadi ng cause of
infant death (death in the first year of life) and the | eading
cause of newborn death (death in the first nonth of life); and

WHEREAS, Prematurity is the nunber one obstetric problemin
our nation, with 1 in 8 babies, including 1 in 6 African-
Anmeri can babi es, born prematurely; and

WHEREAS, Prematurity is a major nedical challenge in
obstetrics and pediatrics and a significant determ nant of
norbidity and nortality in infancy and throughout the lifetine
of preterm babies; and

WHEREAS, A recent national survey conducted by the March of
D nmes found that only 37% of respondents identified prematurity
as "very serious" or "extrenely serious"; and

WHEREAS, Pregnant wonmen can benefit from new know edge,
skills and technol ogy and seek diagnosis and treatnent for high-
ri sk medi cal conditions; and

WHEREAS, Early, regular preconception and prenatal care is a
pregnant woman's first |line of defense for protecting her baby;
and

WHEREAS, Reconmmendations for a heal thy pregnancy include
prevention of infections such as rubella, not using prescription
or over-the-counter medications w thout approval of a doctor and

avoi di ng tobacco, alcohol and illicit substances; therefore be
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RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
nont h of May 2008 as "Heal t hy Babies Month" in Pennsyl vania; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge prospective
parents to contact the March of Dinmes and allied health care

organi zations for literature on how to prepare thensel ves before
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conception and during pregnancy.
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