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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 643 %%

I NTRODUCED BY M SM TH, BEAR, BEYER, Bl SHOP, BOBACK, BRENNAN
CALTAG RONE, CCHEN, DALEY, D G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, FRANKEL,
GALLOWMAY, GCEI ST, CGEORGE, G BBONS, G NGRI CH, GOCDVAN, HANNA,
HELM HERSHEY, JAMES, KORTZ, KULA, MAHONEY, MAJOR,

Mel LVAINE SM TH, MENSCH, M LLARD, MJSTI O MYERS, PALLONE
PAYNE, PHI LLI PS, RAMALEY, READSHAW ROSS, SAI NATO, SANTON,
SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SONNEY, SWANGER, TRUE, VULAKOVI CH,
YOUNGBLOOD, HARHART, K. SM TH, BAKER AND CONKLI N

MARCH 17, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MARCH 17, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng the week of May 11 through 17, 2008, as "Food
Al'l ergy Awar eness Week" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Food al lergy reactions cause 30,000 visits to
energency roons and 150 deat hs each year when individuals
unknowi ngly eat a food containing an ingredient to which they
are allergic; and

WHEREAS, Children are the |argest group affected by food
al l ergies; and

WHEREAS, Researchers estimate that approximately 12 mllion
Ameri cans have food allergies; and

WHEREAS, Food al l ergy synptons can include hives, vomting,
diarrhea, respiratory distress and swelling of the throat; and

WHEREAS, Ni nety percent of all food allergy reactions involve

shell fish, fish, mlk, eggs, tree nuts, peanuts, soy or wheat;
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and

WHEREAS, There is no cure for potentially fatal food
allergies, and strict avoi dance of the allergenic food is the
only way to prevent a reaction; and

WHEREAS, Anaphylaxis resulting froma food allergy produces a
sudden, severe, potentially fatal system c reaction that can
i nvol ve various areas of the body such as the skin, respiratory
tract, gastrointestinal tract or cardi ovascul ar system and

WHEREAS, In severely allergic individuals, anaphylaxis can
cause death in a matter of mnutes; and

WHEREAS, Eating in restaurants and at schools poses the
hi ghest risk for people with food allergies; and

VWHEREAS, Restaurant and cafeteria staff menbers are often not
aware of the ingredients used in preparing the food and nmay not
be prepared to handle a patron with an allergic reaction; and

WHEREAS, The Food All ergy and Anaphyl axis Network (FAAN) is a
national nonprofit organization dedicated to educating the
publ i c about food allergies and anaphyl axis; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
week of May 11 through 17, 2007, as "Food All ergy Awareness

Week" in Pennsyl vani a.

C7L82RLE/ 20080H0643R3421 - 2 -



