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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 631 %%

| NTRODUCED BY PALLONE, SOLOBAY, CASORI O, BELFANTI, Bl ANCUCCI,
BRENNAN, DALEY, DENLI NGER, DePASQUALE, EVERETT, FAI RCH LD,
GECRCE, d NGRI CH, GOCDMVAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HORNANAN,
KILLI ON, KING KORTZ, KOTIK, LENTZ, LONG ETTI, MAHONEY,
MARKOSEK, M CALL, MGEEHAN, M|l LVAINE SM TH, M COZZI E, PAYNE,
PETRARCA, PHI LLIPS, RANMALEY, READSHAW ROAE, RUBLEY, SAI NATO,
SI PTROTH, STABACK, WALKO, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND
YUDI CHAK, MARCH 12, 2008

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
MARCH 12, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the Congress of the United States to provide
adequate funding to the nation's volunteer fire departnents
in the 2009 Federal Budget.

WHEREAS, According to the National Volunteer Fire Counci
(NVFC), the majority of the fire departnments in the United
States are volunteer departnents with nore than one million of
the nation's firefighters being volunteers; and

WHEREAS, Seventy-two percent of the total firefighting force
in the United States is conprised of volunteers; and

WHEREAS, The NVFC estimates that the services provided by
volunteer firefighters across the country save nore than $37
billion annually; and

WHEREAS, A 2001 study, conducted by the Pennsylvania Fire and

Emergency Services Institute, reported that volunteer fire

servi ces save the taxpayers of this Comonwealth $6 billion
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annual ly; and

VHEREAS, Between 1984 and 2005, the nunber of vol unteer
firefighters in the United States decreased by 8% falling from
897, 750 to 823, 650; and

WHEREAS, This Commonweal th has two-thirds fewer firefighters
than 30 years ago; and

WHEREAS, The conti nui ng erosion of manpower places the |ives
of firefighters and others in jeopardy since those who continue
to volunteer are required to take on additional tasks and
responsi bilities; and

WHEREAS, In a report to the General Assenbly issued in
accordance with S.R 60 of 2003, the two bi ggest chall enges
facing volunteer fire conpanies in this Coormonwealth are the
recrui tment and retention of nenbers; and

WHEREAS, The expansi on of services beyond firefighting to
i ncl ude ot her types of energencies, coupled with the increasing
anount of tinme spent having to raise funds for equipnent,
trai ning and ot her organi zati onal needs, has seriously inpeded
the efforts of fire conpanies to expand their ranks and naintain
menber shi p; and

WHEREAS, According to the NVFC, the proposal offered by the
Bush Adm nistration for the 2008-2009 fiscal year includes
significant cuts in funding for volunteer fire conpani es and
ot her first responders, including a decrease of nore than $1
billion for the Federal Energency Managenent Agency State and
Local Prograns Account, a reduction of $260 million for the
Assi stance to Firefighters Gant Program a 6% decrease in
funding for the United States Fire Adm nistration and the total
elimnation of the Staffing for Adequate Fire and Energency

Response Grant Program and
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WHEREAS, These fundi ng decreases will alnost certainly result
in fewer volunteers, which will further inperil the lives of the
firefighters and the conmunities they serve; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives is unwavering in its
support for the invaluable service and sacrifice of United
States volunteer firefighters; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nmenorialize the Congress of the
United States to provide adequate funding to the nation's
vol unteer fire departments in the 2009 Federal Budget; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a urge the Congress of the United
States to increase current funding to adequate |evels for those
prograns that are so desperately needed by United States
vol unteer fire conpanies; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, to the presiding officers of
each House of Congress and to each nmenber of Congress from

Pennsyl vani a.

C11L82JKL/ 20080H0631R3395 - 3 -



