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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 562 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BOBACK, ARGALL, BARRAR, BEAR, BEYER, BROCKS, COX,

CUTLER, DePASQUALE, EVERETT, FAIRCH LD, FLECK, GEl ST,
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LEACH, MAHER, MAHONEY, MAJOR, MANTZ, MARSHALL, MJSTI G

NAI LOR, NI CKCL, O NEILL, PASHI NSKI, PElIFER, PHI LLI PS,

PI CKETT, QUI NN, RElICHLEY, ROAE, RUBLEY, SAYLOR, K SM TH,
SONNEY, STAIRS, STEIL, STERN, R STEVENSQN, SWANGER
TANGRETTI, THOMAS, TRUE, TURZAI, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH, WANSACZ,
WATSON, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK AND CLYMER, JANUARY 23, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, JANUARY 23, 2008

© o0 ~N oo o B~ W N

R e e
A W N LB O

A RESCLUTI ON

Est abli shing a special subcommttee of the Labor Rel ations

Committee to study school strikes.

WHEREAS, School enployee strikes have a disruptive effect on

t he school cal endar, affecting athletic and extracurricul ar
schedul es, school holidays, famly vacations and famly child
care arrangenents, and they strain relationships within the

community and the school district; and

WHEREAS, Article Xl-A of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,

No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, regul ates the
col | ective bargaining process between public school districts

and their enpl oyees; and

WHEREAS, Although Article XI-A of the Public School Code of

1949 has reduced the nunber of teacher strikes since its

i npl enentation, there are still too many ongoing collective
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bar gai ni ng di sputes which lead to strikes by public school
enpl oyees; and

WHEREAS, It has been difficult for either chanber of the
CGeneral Assenbly to reach a consensus on how to anend Article
Xl -A of the Public School Code of 1949 to reduce or end school
strikes, as evidenced by the fact that neither chanber has
passed a | egislative proposal to reduce teacher strikes since
t he 1995-1996 session; and

WHEREAS, Nunerous | egislative proposal s have been introduced
since 1995, and there have been occasional public hearings on
vari ous proposals, but neither body has been able to reach a
consensus on any of these proposals; and

WHEREAS, In order to reach a consensus on any proposal to
reduce or end public school strikes, that proposal will have to
be the result of a bipartisan effort; and

WHEREAS, There has been no bipartisan task force or
subcomm ttee in the recent past established to exam ne changes
to the current collective bargai ning process; and

WHEREAS, A need exists for a conprehensive, bipartisan effort
by the House of Representatives to exam ne the current state of
the collective bargaining process as it relates to the
Commonweal th's public schools and for a bipartisan review of the
vari ous proposals that have been offered to attenpt to inprove
this process; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Labor Relations Committee of the House of
Represent ati ves establish the Subconm ttee on School Strikes to
study to issue of school strikes in order to recomend
i nprovenents to current law or viable alternatives, both
| egi sl ative and nonl egislative, to curtail the negative effects

of these strikes on the welfare of the students of this
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1 Commonweal th's public schools, on the entire educational process
2 and on the communities of this Commonweal th; and be it further

3 RESCLVED, That the subconm ttee conduct public hearings and

4 working panels to actively solicit input fromaround this

5 Commonwealth fromthe general public and interest groups; and be
6 it further

7 RESCLVED, That the subconmittee, in the course of this study,
8 <consult with individuals recogni zed as experts in the field of

9 public sector labor relations; and be it further
10 RESCLVED, That the subconmittee report to the House of
11 Representatives with its recomendations, including a specific
12 bipartisan |l egislative proposal, by July 1, 2008.

K19L82VDL/ 20080H0562R3118 - 3 -



