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A RESOLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng the service, courage and patriotism of Hi spanic

Aneri cans who have served and continue to serve as nenbers of

the United States Arned Forces.

wher eas, People of Hi spanic descent, including Puerto Ricans
and many ot her Anericans, come fromvarious countries, including
Mexi co, the Dom ni can Republic, the Caribbean, Central Anmerica,
Sout h America, Portugal and Spain; and

WHEREAS, Men and wonen of Hispani c descent have served in
every major mlitary conflict in the history of the United
States; and

WHEREAS, Hi spanic Anmerican servicenen and servi cewonen have
been awarded 42 Congressional Medals of Honor for distinquished
service in United States wars, receiving nore of these awards
t han any ot her ethnic group; and

WHEREAS, There are currently approxi mately 1,300,000 Hi spanic

Anerican veterans in the United States; and
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WHEREAS, Departnent of Defense data shows that as of August
2006, nore than 210,000 servi cenenbers of Hi spanic descent were
serving in the United States mlitary and nore than 400 H spanic
Ameri cans had died in Afghanistan and Iraq as of June 2007; and

WHEREAS, C ose to 20,000 Hi spanic Anericans participated in
the Persian GQulf War and 26 Hi spanic servicenenbers died in
conbat during that war; and

WHEREAS, During the Vietnamconflict, nore than 80, 000
Hi spani c Americans served in the United States Arned Forces,
nore than 3,000 Hi spanic Americans died in conbat and 16
Hi spani c Americans were awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor; and

WHEREAS, Nearly 150, 000 Hi spanic Americans served in the
Korean War, including 61,000 Puerto Ricians, and during that war
ei ght Hi spanic Anerican officers were awarded the Congressi onal
Medal of Honor; and

WHEREAS, The Puerto Rican 65th Infantry Regi nent was the only
all-Hispanic unit in the Korean War and, while serving with
di stinction, earned four Distinguished Service Crosses and 124
Silver Stars; and

WHEREAS, The Puerto Rican 65th Infantry Reginment is credited
with the last recorded battalion-sized bayonet assault in the
history of the United States Arny; and

WHEREAS, A total of six Hi spanic Amrericans were flying aces
in Wrld War 11 and the Korean War; and

WHEREAS, 400, 000 to 500, 000 Hi spani c Anerican servicenenbers
served in the United States Arned Forces during World War 11
i ncl udi ng approxi mately 200 Puerto Ri can wonmen who served in the
Wnen's Arnmy Corps and served in the critical role of "Code

Tal kers" to avoid eneny intelligence, and in that war 13
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Hi spani c American servi cemenbers were awarded t he Congressiona
Medal of Honor; and

WHEREAS, Many Hi spanic Anericans of World War Il and the
Korean and Vietnameras joined with African-Americans to fight
racial barriers so that |ater generations could enjoy greater
opportunities; and

WHEREAS, In World War | approxi mtely 200,000 Hi spanic
Americans were nobilized, the mgjority of Mexican descent; and

VHEREAS, Three Mexican Anericans were awarded the
Congressi onal Medal of Honor during the Cvil Wr; and

WHEREAS, Approxi mately 10,000 Mexi can Anericans, i ncluding
wonen, served in the Arnmy during the Cvil War and in the
vol unteer units of the Union and the Confederacy; and

WHEREAS, During the War of 1812, Hi spanic Anerican troops in
Loui siana and the surrounding areas were instrunmental in General
Andrew Jackson's defeat of the British; and

WHEREAS, The first H spanaic American involvenent in the
United States mlitary history was during the Revol utionary War
in 1777, and

WHEREAS, In the decisive Battle of Yorktown, 4,000 Spani sh,
Puerto Rican and Cuban soldiers were killed and wounded in the
defeat of British forces; and

WHEREAS, The bravery and patrioti smof H spanic Anmerican
servi cenmen and servi cewormen renmai n unquesti oned despite their
second-cl ass treatnent at home; and

WHEREAS, Hi spanic Anmerican nmen and wonen on the battlefield
faced hardshi ps of discrimnation, |anguage barriers and
cultural insensitivity within their ranks, while placing their
lives and safety on the Iine in a heroic manner; and

WHEREAS, During World War I, Hi spanic Americans faced
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segregation in many public institutions, continued to serve
their country loyally and returned fromthe battlefield to
dismantl e the racial barriers of their tine; and

WHEREAS, The contributions of H spanic Americans to the
United States Arnmed Forces have been |l argely unrecogni zed in
American history; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
service, courage and patriotismof Hi spanic Americans who have
served and continue to serve as nenbers of the United States

Arned For ces.
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