PRINTER S NO. 2987

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 536 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MANN, BELFANTI, BENN NGTON, BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE
CASORI O, COHEN, DALEY, DePASQUALE, D. EVANS, FRANKEL,
FREEMAN, GEI ST, CGEORGE, G BBONS, G NCGRI CH, GOCDNVAN, HARKI NS,
HORNAMAN, JOSEPHS, KOTI K, KULA, LONG ETTI, MAHONEY, MARSHALL,
Mol LVAINE SM TH, MELI O MOYER, PALLONE, PARKER, PETRONE
READSHAW REI CHLEY, RUBLEY, SCAVELLO, SIPTROTH, K. SM TH
SOLOBAY, WALKO, WOINARCSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD, DECEMBER 11, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
DECEMBER 11, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the President of the United States and Congress to

provi de the necessary funding for the Conmunity Oiented

Pol i cing Services Program

WHEREAS, Community policing focuses on crine and soci al
di sorder through the delivery of police services that include
aspects of traditional |aw enforcenent, as well as prevention,
probl em sol ving, comunity engagenent and partnerships; and

WHEREAS, The conmunity policing nodel bal ances reactive
responses to calls for service with proactive probl em sol vi ng
centered on the causes of crime and disorder; and

WHEREAS, Community policing requires police and citizens to
join together as partners in the course of both identifying and
effectively addressing crinme and di sorder; and

VWHEREAS, The Violent Crinme Control and Enforcenent Act, which

created the O fice of Coormunity Oriented Policing Services, or
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COPS, to distribute and nonitor $8.8 billion was signed into | aw
in 1994 by President WIlliamJefferson dinton; and

VWHEREAS, COPS, in 1994 al one, awarded $200 million to fund an
addi tional 2,700 comrunity policing professionals; and

VWHEREAS, Since 1998, COPS has been at the front line in the
war agai nst met hanphet am ne; and

WHEREAS, By 1999, only the fifth year since the inception of
t he COPS program COPS had funded 100, 000 comrunity policing
prof essi onal s and, as of today, has allowed nore than 117, 000
police officers to patrol our comrunities; and

WHEREAS, On Septenber 11, 2001, COPS supported and assi sted
the New York Police Departnent and the Arlington County Police
Departnment as they responded to the attacks on our nation; and

WHEREAS, President George W Bush has threatened to veto any
appropriation bill that would reauthorize the funds necessary to
mai ntai n this program and

WHEREAS, The proposed reaut horization of the COPS program
woul d put an additional 50,000 police officers on the streets
across our great country, including 1,500 in the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, The reaut horization of the COPS program woul d al so
provi de an additional $350 million a year for technol ogy grants
for police agencies and $200 million annually to hire nore
prosecutors; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a urge President George W Bush and
Congress to reauthorize this vital program and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, to the presiding officers of

the United States Senate and to each Senator from Pennsyl vani a.
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