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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 524 =55

I NTRODUCED BY M O BRIEN, W KELLER, J. TAYLOR, MGEEHAN, BAKER
CLYMER AND REI CHLEY, DECEMBER 3, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, DECEMBER 3, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON

Questioning actions taken by the City of Philadel phia along its

riverfront and directing the State Government Committee to

hol d hearings on these actions.

WHEREAS, The riparian rights of the navigabl e wat erways of
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsylvania are held in trust for the
public; and

WHEREAS, These public rights are protected under section 27
of Article | of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and by
Pennsyl vani a common | aw;, and

WHEREAS, The Admi nistrative Code of 1929 clearly states that
no interest, easenent, sale or exchange of such real estate is
perm ssi bl e wi thout specific authority of the General Assenbly;
and

WHEREAS, The Dam Saf ety and Encroachnment Act of 1978
reaffirnms the General Assenbly's authority over the riparian
| ands of the Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, The Conmerce Departnent of the City of Philadel phia

i ssued an affirmative decision to grant a subnerged | ands
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license to the Pennsylvania Gam ng Control Board to construct on
subnmerged | ands of the Commonweal th pursuant to section 10 of
the act of June 8, 1907 (P.L.488, No.321) and Chapters 18
t hrough 101 of the City of Phil adel phia Minici pal Code; and

WHEREAS, The act of June 8, 1907 (P.L.488, No.321) enpowers
the Gty of Philadel phia to oversee the piers, wharves, docks,
slips, bul kheads and basins, but does not enpower the city to
convey or |icense devel opnent rights to Pennsylvania | ands held
in public trust; and

WHEREAS, O ficials of the City of Phil adel phia overstepped
their perceived authority in directing the city's Departnent of
Li censes and I nspection to issue a |license to construct on
submer ged | ands owned by the Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsylvania is the sovereign
over the City of Philadel phia; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives question the
| egal authority of the Gty of Philadel phia and direct the State
Government Committee to hold open public hearings on process and

pr ocedur es.
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