PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2911 PRINTER S NO. 3536

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. D17 %5

| NTRODUCED BY THOMAS, BLACKWELL, BRENNAN, GEORGE, JAMES, MELI O
MURT, PARKER, PASHI NSKI, PAYTON, SHI MKUS, CONKLI N, SWANGER
PETRONE AND YOUNGBLOOD, DECEMBER 3, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMVENTAL AFFAI RS, HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 2, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the Congress of the United States to anmend the Personal

Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of

1996 to regui+re | NCLUDE OBTAI NI NG a hi gh school diplom or

general equival ency di pl oma as o FebH

AN OPTI ON FOR MEETI NG WORK AND EDUCATI ON REQUI REMENTS FOR ALL

RECI Pl ENTS OF benefits under the Tenporary Assistance for

Needy Fam |ies Program

WHEREAS, The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996 established the Tenporary Assistance
for Needy Fam |ies Program also known as TANF;, and

WHEREAS, TANF provi des assi stance and work opportunities to
famlies in need by providing block grants of Federal funds to
states and wide flexibility to develop and i nplenent their own
wel fare prograns; and

WHEREAS, The mai n purposes of TANF are to assist needy
famlies so that their children can be cared for in their own
homes, to reduce the dependency of parents who are in need by

pronoting job preparation, work and marriage, to prevent out-of-

wedl ock pregnancies and to encourage the formation and
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mai nt enance of two-parent famlies; and

WHEREAS, In order to receive assistance and benefits through
TANF, parents who are in need nust conply with certain work
requi renents; and

WHEREAS, Reci pients of TANF can better retain jobs for the
long termif they are high school graduates or have a general
equi val ency di pl oma, commonly known as a GED; and

WHEREAS, TANF does not require recipients to have a high
school diploma or GED; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a urge the Congress of the United
States to amend t he Personal Responsibility and Wrk Qpportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996 to regui+e | NCLUDE OBTAI NI NG a high <—
school diplonma or general equival ency di pl ona as a—-ecenditienof <—
eH-gi-biHHty—+Foer+ AN OPTI ON FOR MEETI NG WORK AND EDUCATI ON <—
REQUI REMENTS FOR ALL RECI PI ENTS OF benefits under the Tenporary
Assi stance for Needy Fam lies Program and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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