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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 486 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY DePASQUALE, NAILOR, BAKER, BEAR, BENN NGHOFF,
BEYER, Bl SHOP, BOBACK, CALTAG RONE, CAUSER, COHEN, CRUZ
DALEY, D G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, EVERETT, FRANKEL, FREEMAN,
GElI ST, G BBONS, G NGRI CH, GOCDVAN, HELM HENNESSEY, HERSHEY,
HESS, HORNAMAN, JAMES, KORTZ, KOTIK, KULA, MAJOR, MANTZ,
MARKOSEK, Ml LHATTAN, MELI O M LLARD, MOUL, MOYER, MURT,
MUSTIO, M O BRI EN, OLIVER, PALLONE, PARKER, PETRONE
PH LLI PS, RAMALEY, READSHAW RElI CHLEY, RGSS, SAI NATQ
SANTONI , SOLOBAY, SONNEY, STABACK, STERN, SWANGER, R TAYLOR,
TRUE, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH, WALKO, J. VWH TE, WOINARGCSKI AND
YOUNGBLOOD, OCTOBER 29, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
OCTOBER 29, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the nmonth of Novenber 2007 as "Hydrocephal us
Awar eness Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Hydrocephalus is a serious neurol ogical condition,
characterized by the abnormal buil dup of cerebrospinal fluids in
the ventricles of the brain; and

WHEREAS, There is no known cure for hydrocephal us, which
affects an estimated one mllion Anericans; and

WHEREAS, Qut of every 1,000 babies, one to two are born with
hydr ocephal us; and

VHEREAS, More than 375,000 ol der Americans have
hydr ocephal us, which often goes undetected or m sdi agnosed as
denentia, Al zheimer's disease or Parkinson's disease; and

WHEREAS, Wth appropriate diagnosis and treatnent, people
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wi th hydrocephal us are able to live full and productive |ives;
and

WHEREAS, The standard treatnent for hydrocephal us was
devel oped in 1952 and carries nmultiple risks, including shunt
failure, infection and over drainage; and

VWHEREAS, There are fewer than ten centers in the United
States specializing in the treatnent of adults with norma
pressure hydrocephal us; and

WHEREAS, Each year, the people of the United States spend in
excess of $1 billion to treat hydrocephal us; and

WHEREAS, A Sept enber 2005 conference sponsored by seven
institutes of the National Institutes of Health, and entitled,
"Hydrocephal us: Myths, New Facts, Clear Directions,” resulted in
efforts to initiate new, collaborative research and treatnment
efforts; and

WHEREAS, The Hydrocephal us Association is one of the nation's
ol dest and | argest patient and research advocacy and support
networks for individuals suffering from hydrocephal us; and

WHEREAS, Further research into the epidem ol ogy,
pat hophysi ol ogy, di sease burden and i nproved treatnent of
hydr ocephal us shoul d be conducted or supported; and

WHEREAS, Public awareness and professional education
regar di ng hydrocephal us shoul d i ncrease through partnerships
bet ween t he Federal Governnment and patient advocacy
or gani zati ons, such as the Hydrocephal us Association; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the Federal
Government to collect conprehensive statistics and data
regardi ng the seriousness of hydrocephalus and its inpact on

Anerican famlies; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nont h of Novenber 2007 as "Hydrocephal us Awareness Month" in

1

2

3 Pennsylvania so that Pennsyl vani ans can becone nore famliar

4 wth hydrocephal us and the individuals dedicated to finding its
5

cure.
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