PRINTER S NO. 2542

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 424 55

| NTRODUCED BY D. O BRI EN, ADOLPH, BAKER, BASTI AN, BELFANTI
BENNI NGHOFF, BEYER, Bl ANCUCCI, Bl SHOP, BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE
CAPPELLI, CLYMER, CONKLIN, CREIGHTON, CURRY, Di G ROLAMO
FABRI ZI O, FAI RCHI LD, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GEI ST, GEORGE
G BBONS, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HELM
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KORTZ, KOTIK, KULA,
MAJOR, MANN, MANTZ, MARKGOSEK, MARSI CO, M| LHATTAN, MELI G,
MENSCH, M LLARD, MOUL, MOYER, MJRT, MJSTI O NAI LOR,
M O BRIEN, O NEILL, PALLONE, PARKER, PAYNE, PHI LLIPS,
PRESTON, QUI GLEY, RAMALEY, RAPP, READSHAW REl CHLEY, ROHRER
RCSS, RUBLEY, SANTONI, SCAVELLO SCHRODER, SHAPI RO, SHI IMKUS,
SI PTROTH, Ml LVAINE SM TH, SCOLOBAY, SONNEY, SWANGER
TANGRETTI, J. TAYLOR THOVAS, TRUE, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH, WALKQO
WOINARCSKI  AND YOUNGBLOCOD, OCTOBER 2, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
OCTOBER 2, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng Cctober 23, 2007, as "Robert O Henderson, Sr.
Epi | epsy Awar eness Day" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Epilepsy is the third nost comon neurol ogi cal
di sorder, affecting approxinmately 2.3 mllion Anericans; and
WHEREAS, Approxi mately 180, 000 new cases of seizure disorder
and epil epsy are diagnosed each year in the United States; and
WHEREAS, Nearly 70% of epil epsy cases have unknown causes;
and
WHEREAS, Public education prograns are needed to educate al
Pennsyl vani ans about epil epsy and to di sm ss m sconceptions

regardi ng the disorder; and
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WHEREAS, Robert O. Henderson, Sr., died in 1993 at the age of
41 as the result of an epileptic seizure; and

WHEREAS, When Robert was di agnosed with epilepsy in the
1970s, his famly was told by doctors to keep the condition a
secret because people with epilepsy had difficulty obtaining
enpl oynment and i nsurance and were treated as social outcasts;
and

VWHEREAS, I n 1998, Robert's sisters, Mchele, Loretta and
Nancy, established the Robert O Henderson, Sr., Menorial Award
to pronote awareness of epilepsy; and

WHEREAS, The award is given annually to a student at Joseph
H. Brown School in the Gty of Philadel phia, the school Robert
and his sisters attended; and

WHEREAS, |In 2003, after M chele was di agnosed wi th breast
cancer, the Henderson famly established the Robert O
Henderson, Sr., Epilepsy Foundation to ensure the continuity of
the famly's activities on behalf of epilepsy awareness; and

WHEREAS, The Robert O. Henderson, Sr., Epilepsy Foundation
pronot es awar eness of epil epsy, nedical research and services
for people with epilepsy; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate October
23, 2007, as "Robert O Henderson, Sr., Epilepsy Awareness Day"
i n Pennsylvania to pronote awareness of epilepsy and sei zure
di sorder and to recogni ze the courage and comm tment of people
with epilepsy and their caregivers and associ ates; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to

t he Robert O. Henderson, Sr., Epilepsy Foundation.
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