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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 400 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BELFANTI, PHI LLIPS, GOCDVAN, READSHAW ARGALL,
BENNI NGHOFF, Bl ANCUCCI, BI SHOP, BOBACK, BUXTQON, CALTAG RONE
CAPPELLI, CASCRI O CLYMER, COHEN, DALLY, DENLI NGER
DePASQUALE, DONATUCCI, EVERETT, FAI RCH LD, FRANKEL, FREEMAN,
GECRCE, d BBONS, G NGRI CH, HARKINS, HELM HENNESSEY, HERSHEY,
HESS, H CKERNELL, HORNAMAN, JOSEPHS, KOTI K, KULA, LEACH,
MAHONEY, MAJOR, MANN, MANTZ, MARKOSEK, M CALL, MELIQ,
M COZZI E, M LLARD, MOUL, MOYER, MJRT, NAILOR, O NEILL,
PALLONE, PETRARCA, PETRONE, PRESTON, RAMALEY, RAPP, REl CHLEY,
SAI NATO, SAMUELSQN, SANTONI, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SHAPI RO
SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY, STERN, SURRA, VULAKOVI CH, WATSON
WOINARGCSKI ,  YUDI CHAK, WALKO AND MUNDY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
SEPTEMBER 11, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the Congress of the United States to address the
need for inprovenent and an increase of progranms for veterans
heal th care under the Departnment of Veterans Affairs.

WHEREAS, M litary veterans who have served their country
honorably and who were prom sed and have earned health care and
benefits fromthe Federal Governnent through the Departnent of
Veterans Affairs are now in need of these benefits; and

WHEREAS, As increasing nunbers of veterans are returning from
tours of duty in Irag and Afghani stan, national surveys report
t hat approximately 1,800,000 veterans under 65 years of age
al ready do not have access to basic health insurance or the care

at Veterans Affairs hospitals; and

WHEREAS, The funding of the health care prograns of the
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Vet erans Heal th Admi nistration of the Departnent of Veterans
Affairs has failed to reflect the adm ssion of newWy eligible
veterans in the wake of the Veterans' Health Care Eligibility
Ref orm Act of 1996 and has fallen short of the anmount needed to
counter soaring nedical care inflation, resulting in a funding
shortfall of at least $10 billion; and

WHEREAS, The current discretionary nethod of funding the
health care prograns of the Veterans Health Administration is
uncertain and is subject annually to the whimand conpeting
priorities of the Congress, to the detrinent of the veterans
bei ng served; and

WHEREAS, Vi et nam Vet erans of America supports the adoption of
a new fundi ng nechani smfor the health care prograns of the
Veterans Health Administration that is indexed to nedical
inflation and the per capita use of the adm nistration's health
care system and

WHEREAS, Substantial delay in adjudicating veterans' clains
for service-connected disability conpensation, a cause of nuch
angui sh and anger anong veterans, results fromthe insufficient
nunber of adjudicators and i nadequate training and supervision
of adjudi cators associated with the underfunded Veterans
Benefits Adm nistration of the Departnent of Veterans Affairs;
and

WHEREAS, While the vast majority of the Departnent of
Veterans Affairs enpl oyees are dedicated to serving veterans, it
is necessary to ensure that enployee accountability standards be
strengthened at all levels; and

WHEREAS, While nore than 5 mllion veterans use the Veterans
Heal th Adm ni stration of the Departnent of Veterans Affairs for

their health care needs, tens of thousands nore are eligible for
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benefits about which they are unaware due to inadequate outreach
efforts by the departnent; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nenorialize the Congress to address
problenms in the Departnent of Veterans Affairs related to the
provi sion of health care and benefits, the adjudication of
clainms, accountability and outreach and to enact | egislation
creating an appropriation fornula that ensures predictable and
adequate funding of the health care prograns of the Veterans
Heal th Admi nistration; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, to the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, to the presiding officers of each house of Congress and

to each nenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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