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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 367 *%5”

I NTRODUCED BY ROEBUCK, JULY 3, 2007

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, JULY 3, 2007

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

e e = = =
o N o o~ W N P O

A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Majority Leader and Mnority Leader to forma
speci al oversight panel to conduct an investigation and audit
of the Phil adel phia Parking Authority.

WHEREAS, In the new era of openness and reformin State
government, it is the duty of the House of Representatives to
ensure taxpayers of this Conmonwealth that public funds are
expended in a responsi bl e and account abl e manner; and

WHEREAS, The Phi |l adel phi a School Reform Comm ssion (SRC),
which is charged with operating the public school systemin
Phi | adel phia, is in a budgetary crisis that threatens the safety
and quality of education of the children of Phil adel phia; and

WHEREAS, |In 2001, 53 Pa.C. S. § 5508.1(q) (relating to
governi ng body) was enacted to provide the SRC with nonetary
support up to $45, 000,000 annually fromthe Phil adel phia Parking
Aut hority (Authority); and

VHEREAS, |In 2004, 53 Pa.C. S. 8 5508.1(q) was repeal ed and
subsection (g.1)(2)(ii) was added, stating that in the event the

net annual revenue of the Authority's system of on-street
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par ki ng regul ati ons exceeds $25, 000, 000, the Authority shal
transfer all of the excess to the general fund of the SRC, and

VHEREAS, At this tinme, SRC docunents reflect that the
Aut hority has transferred no nore than $4, 000,000 to the SRC
since 2001; and

WHEREAS, At this time, it is unknown if the Authority has
transferred noney to the SRC in conpliance with 53 Pa.C. S. 8§
5508.1(qg.1)(2)(ii) or if the proposed revenue structure of 53
Pa.C.S. 8 5508.1(q.1)(2)(ii) is sufficient to help fund the SRC
and

WHEREAS, The Authority's fundi ng sources, operating and
capi tal budgeting nust be reviewed to ensure the SRC receives
appropriate funds to educate the children of Phil adel phia; and

WHEREAS, The public confidence in an investigation of ongoing
operations of the Authority would be served best by an
i ndependent investigation; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Majority Leader and the Mnority Leader to organi ze a speci al
oversi ght panel in accordance with this resolution to conduct an
overall and inclusive investigation of the operations,
adm ni stration, nmanagenent and finances of the Authority; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the panel be conprised of five nenbers chosen
by the Majority Leader and four nenbers chosen by the Mnority
Leader; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the panel nenbers be appointed within five
days of the adoption of this resolution; and be it further

RESCLVED, That within ten days after the adoption of this
resolution, the Majority Leader call the initial neeting of the

task force; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That, at the initial neeting, the nenbers elect a
chai rperson by majority vote; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the panel's investigation include an
operations and financial audit of the Authority; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the panel evaluate the current structure and
system of performance of the Authority and conduct a
conpr ehensi ve coordi nated eval uation of the Authority's
financi al managenent; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the panel's considerations include the
devel opnment of productivity standards as they pertain to the
Aut hority's operations, the inplenentation of a nore efficient
managenent and personnel structure, the provision for an annual
and a biennial performance audit, the returning of the Authority
to the City of Philadel phia and the effectiveness of the
Aut hority's governance; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Authority's nmanagenent be directed to
provide, within 15 days of the adoption of this resolution, a
report to the General Assenbly stating the reason for its
failure to neet its obligations under 53 Pa.C. S. Ch. 55
(relating to parking authorities) or, if there is conpliance
with 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 55, the reason for its mninmal financial
transfers to the SRC, and be it further

RESCLVED, That the panel be enpowered to hold hearings, take
testimony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary in this Conmonweal th and that each nenber of the panel
have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations to w tnesses
appearing before the panel; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the panel be enpowered to issue subpoenas

under the hand and seal of its chairperson commandi nhg any person
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to appear before the panel and to answer questions touching
matters properly being inquired into by the panel and to produce
books, papers, records and docunents the panel deens necessary;
and be it further
RESCLVED, That subpoenas be servabl e upon any person and have
the sane effect as subpoenas issued out of the courts of this
Commonweal th and that any person who willfully neglects or
refuses to testify before the panel or to produce books, papers,
records or documents be subject to the penalties provided by the
l aws of this Commonwealth in such case; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the panel be authorized to contract and
consult with outside parties for the purpose of conducting al
or part of its investigation or audits; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the expenses incurred by the panel in carrying
out its responsibilities, including expenses for any
contractors, counsel or consultants, be paid from appropriate
accounts under the control of the Chief Cerk; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the panel nmake a prelimnary report of its
findings to the House of Representatives on or before February
29, 2008, an interimreport on or before May 1, 2008, and a
final report on or before June 1, 2008; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the panel not be di sbanded or the
investigation termnated until the final report has been

recei ved by the House of Representatives.
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