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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 334 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BI ANCUCCI, DelLUCA, EACHUS, DeWEESE, M CALL
BELFANTI , BENNI NGTON, BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE, CARROLL, CASCRI O
CONKLI'N, DePASQUALE, FAI RCH LD, FREENAN, GALLOWAY, GEORGE,
G BBONS, GOCDMVAN, GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HANNA, HARHAI, HARKI NS,
HENNESSEY, HORNAMAN, JAMES, KESSLER, KING KORTZ, KULA,
LENTZ, LONG ETTI, MAHONEY, McILVAINE SMTH, M O BRI EN,
PALLONE, PASHI NSKI, PAYTQON, PETRARCA, SANTONI, SAYLOR, SEIP
SH WKUS, SI PTROTH, K SMTH, M SM TH, STURLA, R TAYLOR
WALKO, WANSACZ, VHEATLEY, J. VWH TE, WOINAROSKI, YOUNGBLOOD,
YUDI CHAK, Kl RKLAND, SOLOBAY, FABRIZI O, READSHAW SURRA, COSTA
AND RANMVALEY, JUNE 14, 2007

AS AVENDED, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, JUNE 25, 2007
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON

Directing the appointnment of a task force to study affordable

heal th care i1 nsurance, health care access and quality health

care services for the citizens of this Conmonweal th

WHEREAS, Health care costs have been increasing twi ce as fast
as average wages in this Conmonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Approxi mately 767,000 Pennsyl vani ans remain
uni nsured; and

WHEREAS, The | arge nunber of uninsured workers has a negative
i npact on the econony and productivity in this Commonweal t h
because i nsured workers are healthier and use fewer sick days;
and

WHEREAS, Governor Edward G Rendel |l has proposed an anbitious

and | audable plan to provide health insurance for every

Pennsyl vani an; and
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WHEREAS, While the health care crisis is a national concern,
sol uti ons addressing three fundanental issues--affordability,
accessibility and quality--can drive down health care costs and
i nprove the well-being of citizens in this Comonweal th; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonwealth has a clear interest in ensuring
that famlies and snmall enployers in this Commonweal th can
afford heal th i nsurance because the cost of uninsured
Pennsyl vani ans drives up the cost of health care for all insured
citizens; and

WHEREAS, An estimated 6.5% of insurance prem uns reflect the
nore than $1 billion required each year to offset the health
care charges for the uninsured; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th nust contain health care coverage
prem um i ncreases for small enployers, ensure the availability
of affordable health care coverage for workers who | ose health
care benefits and the use of a substantial portion of prem uns
for small enployers to pay nedical clains and require
justification for prem umincreases; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania's health care market should be as
transparent as possible so all consumers can nake wel | -infornmed
decisions in determning their health care choi ces and needs;
and

WHEREAS, In order for the Commonwealth to expand access to
quality health care, all health care professionals need to be
able to practice to the fullest extent of their education,
training and skills while maintaining the highest |evel of
patient safety in the delivery of health care services; and

WHEREAS, The Conmmonweal th is paying billions of dollars each
year in avoi dable health care costs; and

WHEREAS, Hospitals and health care providers need to focus on
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medi cal errors that drive up health care costs and increase the
ri sk of negative outcones or extended stays in hospitals; and
WHEREAS, The charges for unconpensated care for uninsured
persons, additional days of hospital care due to potentially
avoi dabl e hospital -acquired infections, nedical errors,
readm ssions for conplications or infections and avoi dabl e
hospitalizations due to i nadequate care of patients with chronic
di seases total $7.6 billion per year; therefore be it
RESCLVED, (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
establish a task force to study affordable health care
i nsurance, health care access and quality health care services
fer—the AS THEY RELATE TO PROVI DI NG HEALTH CARE TO UNI NSURED
citizens of this Commonweal th; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force shall explore all potenti al
fundi ng sources so that the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a can
guarantee heal th insurance coverage for all of its residents;
and be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force be conprised of the follow ng
menbers:
(1) The chairman and minority chairman of the Public
Heal th and Wel fare Committee of the Senate.
(2) The chairman and mnority chairman of the Health and
Human Servi ces Conm ttee of the House of Representatives.
(3) The chairman and mnority chairman of the Banking
and I nsurance Commttee of the Senate.
(4) The chairman and mnority chairman of the Insurance
Committee of the House of Representatives.
(5) The chairman and mnority chairman of the Consumer
Protection and Professional Licensure Commttee of the

Senat e.
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(6) The chairman and minority chairman of the
Prof essional Licensure Comm ttee of the House of
Represent ati ves.

(7) The director of the Governor's Ofice of Health Care
Ref orm or a desi gnee.

(8) The Insurance Comm ssioner or a designee.

(9) The Secretary of Health or a designee.

House—of—Representatives—
14 . I . u I
(10) THE SECRETARY OF PUBLI C WELFARE OR A DESI GN\EE. <—

(11) ONE MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE PRESI DENT PRO TEMPCRE
OF THE SENATE
(12) ONE MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE
SENATE.
(13) ONE MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE MAJORI TY LEADER OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES.
(14) ONE MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES.
(15) SI X MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNCR TO i ncl ude:
(i) A representative of hospitals or health systens.
(i) A physician.
(iti1) A representative of the health insurance

i ndustry.
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(iv) A representative of organized | abor
representing licensed health care professionals.
(v) A representative of small business.
(VI') A PATI ENT ADVOCATE;
and be it further
RESCLVED, That task force nenbers be appointed within 30 days
of the adoption of this resolution; and be it further
RESCLVED, That within 15 days of the respective task force
appoi ntnments, the director of the Governor's Ofice of Health
Care Reformcall the initial neeting of the task force, and at
such neeting the nenbers elect a chairperson; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the task force be authorized to hold hearings,
take testinony and nake investigations at such places as it
deens necessary in this Commonweal th; and be it further
RESCLVED, That each nenber of the task force have power to
adm ni ster oaths and affirmations to wi tnesses appearing before
the task force; and be it further
RESCLVED, That within 120 days of adoption of this
resolution, the task force report to the General Assenbly on its
activities and findings and make recommendati ons; and be it
further
RESCLVED, That expenses incurred by the task force in
carrying out its responsibilities, including per diemand travel
expenses incurred by nenbers and regular staff, stenographic
charges and ot her incidental expenses, be paid from appropriate
accounts under the control of the Chief Cerk of the Senate and
the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives, one-half of the
expenses of the nenbers to be paid by the Senate and one-hal f of
t he expenses to be paid by the House of Representatives; and be

it further
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RESCLVED, That within 30 days after the task force has nade

its report, the chairperson cause a record of all expenses

1

2

3 incurred by the nenbers of the task force, which are payabl e at
4 Commonweal th expense, to be filed with the Chief Cerk of the
5

Senate and the Chief Cerk of the House of Representatives.
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