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A RESOLUTI ON
Honoring the |ife and achi evenents of former NASCAR chai r nan

Wlliam C. France, Jr., and expressing condol ences on his

passi ng.

VHEREAS, M. France, who was chairman of |nternationa
Speedway Cor poration and NASCAR vi ce chairman, passed away at
hi s Daytona Beach, Florida, home on June 4, 2007, at 74 years of
age; and

WHEREAS, M. France was instrunental in hel ping Pocono
Raceway stay afloat during a tough period in the 1970s, when the
track had becone a pawn in the battle between two conpeting
raci ng organi zati ons; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Joseph Mattioli, owner of Pocono Raceway in Long
Pond, site of two major NASCAR races each year, stated: "Pocono
Raceway woul dn't be here if it wasn't for hinf; and

WHEREAS, M. France grew up at his father's Daytona Beach
Road Course track, selling tickets and working at the concession

stands; and

VWHEREAS, M. France worked with the constructi on crews that
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build the nodern Daytona International Speedway; and

WHEREAS, M. France inherited the | eadership of NASCAR from
his father in 1972 and shaped the stock car-racing organi zation
froma regional Southern sport into a billion-dollar industry;
and

WHEREAS, M. France continued as NASCAR president until 2000
and served as chairman and CEO of NASCAR until October 2003 when
he was replaced by his son, Brian; and

WHEREAS, M ke Helton, Nascar President, stated: "The good
thing is he built a famly-oriented sport that has a | ot of
depth and a lot of strength to it, it will go on. It will go on
non-stop, and that's the greatest tribute to Bill France"; and

VHEREAS, M. France was a nenber of the Internationa
Mot orsports Hall of Fane, the Motorcycle Hall of Fame and the
Aut onoti ve Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, M. France is survived by his wife, Betty Jane, son
Bri an, daughter Lesa France Kennedy, brother Jim and
grandchil dren; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives note with deep
sadness the passing of WlliamC. France, Jr., and extend

heartfelt condolences to his famly.
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