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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 305 %5

| NTRODUCED BY RAPP, FAI RCH LD, MELI O CAUSER, ADOLPH, BAKER
BEAR, BENNI NGHOFF, BOBACK, BOYD, BRENNAN, BUXTON, COSTA,
CREI GHTON, CUTLER, ELLIS, J. EVANS, FLECK, GCEI ST, CGEORGE
GODSHALL, GOODVAN, GRELL, HARHAI, HARPER, HERSHEY, HESS,
KAUFFMAN, M KELLER, KENNEY, KORTZ, LENTZ, MAJOR, MANTZ,
MARKOSEK, MARSHALL, MCALL, M| LHATTAN, MENSCH, M LLARD
R MLLER, MOUL, MOYER, MJSTI O NAILOR O NEILL, PALLONE,
PASHI NSKI, PAYNE, PERRY, PERZEL, PICKETT, QUI NN, RAYMOND
REED, REI CHLEY, ROAE, ROHRER, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTON
SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SIPTROTH, SONNEY, STERN, R STEVENSON,
SURRA, VULAKOVI CH, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND PETRONE,
MAY 25, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MAY 25, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng and honoring Staff Sergeant John Gary Gertsch,
post hunmous reci pi ent of the Medal of Honor.

WHEREAS, The Medal of Honor, the highest award for valor, is
best owed upon nenbers of the arned forces who have distingui shed
t hensel ves above and beyond the call of duty; and

WHEREAS, Approxi mately 3,460 individuals have been awar ded
t he Medal of Honor since the Cvil War; and

WHEREAS, Only 377 Pennsyl vani ans have received the Medal of
Honor and, under Pennsylvania |aw, have been renenbered with a
comenor ative marker in Soldiers' Gove; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sgt. Gertsch, an honorabl e and di stingui shed

Pennsyl vani an from Warren County, was posthunously awarded the



1 Medal of Honor for valor, in addition to receiving numerous

2 other nmeritorious awards during his extraordinary mlitary

3 career; and

4 WHEREAS, Staff Sgt. Gertsch becanme a platoon | eader in 1969
5 while serving in the A Shau Valley in the Republic of Vietnam
6 wth Conpany E, 1st Battalion, 327th Infantry, 101st Airborne

7 Division; and

8 WHEREAS, Wile on a mssion to seize a strongly defended

9 eneny position, Staff Sgt. Gertsch's platoon | eader |ay

10 seriously wounded and exposed to intense eneny fire and was

11 rescued by Staff Sgt. Gertsch, who dragged himto safety while
12 forsaking his own life; and

13 WHEREAS, A small elenment of Staff Sgt. Gertsch's unit was

14 attacked while on a reconnai sance m ssion, and Staff Sgt.

15 Gertsch advanced, firing on the eneny, forcing retreat and

16 allowing his platoon to recover two wounded nen who were exposed
17 to heavy eneny fire; and

18 WHEREAS, Staff Sgt. Gertsch was seriously wounded during an
19 onslaught of automatic weapons, grenade and rocket fire but
20 continued to command his platoon despite the pai nful wound; and
21 WHEREAS, While Staff Sgt. Gertsch continued to nove under
22 fire and encourage his nen, he sighted an aidnman treating a
23 wounded officer froman adjacent unit, and realizing that those
24 nmen were in immnent danger of being killed, he rushed forward
25 and positioned hinself between them and the eneny; and
26 WHEREAS, On July 19, 1969, Sergeant Certsch was nortally
27 wounded by eneny fire while providing cover as the wounded
28 officer was being noved to safety; therefore be it
29 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize that

30 without Staff Sergeant John Gary CGertsch's courage, ability to
20070HO0305R1707 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

e e = = =
0o N o o A W N - O

inspire others, selfless sacrifice and profound concern for the
wel fare of his fellow soldiers, the loss of life in his unit
woul d have been significantly greater; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives honor Staff Sgt.
Gertsch's conspicuous gallantry, extraordi nary heroi sm and
intrepid | eadership at the cost of his own |life and above the
call of duty; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives duly recognize
Staff Sgt. Gertsch's heroismand sacrifice, in keeping with the
hi ghest traditions of the United States Arny; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives pay tribute to
Staff Sgt. Gertsch, posthunous recipient of the Medal of Honor
for his brave actions in conbat in 1969, who is officially
granted his rightful place of honor in the Medal of Honor
Menorial at Soldiers' G ove on the grounds of the State Capitol
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
the famly of Staff Sergeant John Gary Gertsch.
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