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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 276 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BELFANTI, Di G ROLAMO, PHILLIPS, GOODVAN, EACHUS,
RAYMOND, ARGALL, FAI RCH LD, DeWEESE, CAPPELLI, ADOLPH
BARRAR, BENNI NGTON, BEYER, BI ANCUCCI, BI SHOP, BLACKWELL
BRENNAN, BUXTQON, CALTAG RONE, CASORI O, Cl VERA, CLYMER, COHEN,
COSTA, CRUZ, DeLUCA, DePASQUALE, DERMCDY, J. EVANS, FABRI ZI O
FRANKEL, FREENMAN, GALLOWAY, GEORGE, CGERBER, GERCELY, G BBONS,
G LLESPI E, GODSHALL, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARKI NS, HORNAMAN,
JAMES, JOSEPHS, W KELLER, KENNEY, KESSLER, KI NG Kl RKLAND,
KORTZ, KOTIK, LEACH, LENTZ, LEVDANSKY, LONG ETTI, MANDERI NG
MANTZ, MARKOSEK, MARSHALL, MCALL, MGEEHAN, M| LHATTAN,
MELI O M COZZI E, MOYER, MUNDY, MJRT, MJSTI O, MYERS
M O BRIEN, COLIVER, PAYTON, PETRARCA, PETRONE, PRESTON
RAVALEY, READSHAW SABATI NA, SANTONI, SCAVELLO, SEIP
SIPTROTH, K SMTH, M SM TH, SOLOBAY, STURLA, SURRA,
TANGRETTI, J. TAYLOR, R TAYLOR THOMAS, VEREB, VI TALI
WAGNER, WALKO, WHEATLEY, J. WH TE, WOAINAROCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD,
PASHI NSKI, RCEBUCK, SH MKUS AND KI LLI QN, MAY 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, NMAY 18, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the Congress of the United States to reject extension of

"fast track"” trade legislation to maintain the regulatory

authority of states and to allow consultation with

representatives of state and | ocal governnments and industry
regardi ng trade issues.

WHEREAS, The United States Trade Representative (USTR)
negoti ates on behalf of the United States with other nations to
enter into trade agreenents that are purportedly to help the
United States; and

WHEREAS, Past free trade agreenents and policies, including
NAFTA (North Anmerican Free Trade Agreenent) and CAFTA (Central

Anerica Free Trade Agreenent) have been severely detrinmental to
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i ndustries and to nany conpani es and enpl oyees in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, "Fast track" trade |legislation authority is due to
expire on July 1, 2007, and the Bush adm nistration and the USTR
are urging its reauthorization; and

WHEREAS, The Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a has | ost nore than
185, 000 manufacturing jobs under free trade agreenents entered
into by the United States; and

WHEREAS, An extension of current Federal international trade
policies likely will result in further |oss of viability of
conpanies and, as a result, nore lost jobs in the Comobnweal th
of Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, Foreign nations have engaged in a w de range of
unfair trade practices, including manipulation of currency,
subsi di zation of industries and dunpi ng of bel ow cost subsi di zed
products into the United States market; and

WHEREAS, Manufacturers in the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
cannot conpete with foreign countries and conpani es who pay a
fraction of the wages paid to Pennsylvani a enpl oyees, who pay no
pensi ons and who are not required to conply with safety and
envi ronnent al regul ati ons; and

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States has consistently
recogni zed, respected and preserved the states' powers to
protect their health, welfare and environnent; and

WHEREAS, It is vital that the Federal Governnent not agree to
proposals in the current trade negotiations that m ght in any
way preenpt or undercut this reserved state authority; and

WHEREAS, Proposed trade negotiations should not, in the name
of pronoting increased international trade, give insufficient

regard for existing Federal and state regulatory, tax and
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subsidy policies and the social, econom c and environmnent al
val ues those policies pronote; and

WHEREAS, Statutes and regul ati ons which state and | ocal
governnments have validly adopted, that are plainly
constitutional and within their province to adopt and that
reflect locally appropriate responses to the needs of their
citizens, should not be overridden by Federal decisions solely
in the interests of increased trade; and

WHEREAS, States are concerned about retaining a proper scope
for state regulatory authority in actual trade commtnments wth
United States trading partners; and

WHEREAS, It is crucial to maintain the principle that the
United States may request, but not require, states to alter
their regulatory regines in areas over which the states hold
constitutional authority; and

WHEREAS, |f trade legislation is fast-tracked, there will be
little opportunity for states to have inproper positions
reversed; and

WHEREAS, It is essential that the USTR take steps to enhance
the level of consultation with the states during negotiations on
any trade conmtnents; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a urge the Congress to reject
extension of "fast track"” trade |legislation and to replace it
with a new nodel for trade that maintains the regulatory
authority of the states and allows consultation with
representatives of state and | ocal governnments and industry
regardi ng trade issues; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this new process for devel opi ng and

i npl enenting trade agreenments include a nechani smfor ensuring
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the prior informed consent of state |egislatures before states
are bound to the nontariff ternms of any trade agreenent that
affects state regulatory authority so as to ensure that the USTR
respects the decisions made by states; and be it further
RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, to the chairnen and ranki ng
menbers of the United States Senate Finance Comm ttee, the Ways

and Means Comm ttee of the United States House of
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Representati ves, the Subconmittee on International Trade of the
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United States Senate, the Subconm ttee on Trade of the United
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St at es House of Representatives, to the United States Trade
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Representative and to the Pennsyl vani a Congressi onal Del egati on.
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