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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 251 %5

| NTRODUCED BY RUBLEY, MAJOR, GEORGE, HUTCHI NSON, EVERETT,

ARGALL, BAKER, BARRAR, BENN NGTON, BOBACK, CALTAG RONE
CAPPELLI, COHEN, CONKLIN, CRElI GHTON, DALEY, D G ROLAMD,
DONATUCCI , FABRI ZI O, FAI RCHI LD, FLECK, FRANKEL, FREEMAN
GALLOWMAY, GEI ST, G BBONS, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOCDVAN,
HARHART, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, JAMES, KILLION, KI RKLAND,
KORTZ, KULA, MAHONEY, MANTZ, MARSI CO, Ml LHATTAN, MELI G,

M LLARD, MOYER, MJNDY, MJRT, MJSTI O MYERS, PALLONE, PAYNE
PH LLI PS, PICKETT, QUI NN, RAMALEY, RAPP, READSHAW REl CHLEY,
ROHRER, RGSS, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SCAVELLO, SIPTROTH, SONNEY,
STERN, THOVAS, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH, WALKGO, WATSQN, WOJNARCSKI
AND YOUNGBLOOD, APRIL 24, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,

APRI L 24, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

ignating the week of May 6 through 12, 2007, as "Drinking
Wat er Week" i n Pennsyl vani a.

VWHEREAS, While 80% of the earth's surface is covered with

er, only 1% of that water is suitable for human consunpti on;

VWHEREAS, Groundwater, the water that soaks into the soil from

ndrops and noves downward to fill cracks and ot her openings
beds of rock and sand, makes up about 90% of the fresh water

earth, not including polar icecaps; and

WHEREAS, | ndividual water wells tappi ng groundwater resources

provi de high-quality water to many homeowners and busi nesses;

and



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

WHEREAS, Few peopl e consi der water supply when choosing a
home or when taking a stand on | ocal water supply regulations;
and

WHEREAS, An estimated 2,200 nunicipally owned or investor-
owned comrunity drinking water systens provide high-quality
wat er to honeowners and busi nesses; and

WHEREAS, Federal and State drinking water standards are
uphel d by the Departnent of Environmental Protection for all of
t hose systens; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania Public Utility Conm ssion regul ates
the rates and service of 126 investor-owned water conpanies in
t hi s Cormonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, The m ssion of the Pennsylvania Public Utility
Conmmission is to ensure that safe and reliable service is
provided to ratepayers at a reasonable price; and

WHEREAS, PENNVEST (the Pennsylvania I nfrastructure |nvestnent
Authority) is the State agency that provides | ow cost financial
assi stance for infrastructure inprovenents to community drinking
wat er systens; and

WHEREAS, Ongoi ng i nteragency cooperation anong the Depart nent
of Environnental Protection, the Pennsylvania Public Uility
Commi ssi on and PENNVEST strengthens drinking water system
viability, enhances service, increases econom es of scale,
regionally maxim zes efficient water supply and use and fosters
econoni ¢ devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, A new State water plan is being devel oped to
coordi nate regional, county and |ocal water allocation and use,
| and devel oprment pl anning and rel ated zoni ng requirenments under
Act 220 of 2002; and

VHEREAS, The Anerican Water Works Associ ation established
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1 "National Drinking Water Week" nore than 30 years ago to cal

2 attention to water as a precious natural resource; and

3 WHEREAS, Water conservation and water quality maintenance are
4 essential to this Commonweal th and our nation; and

5 WHEREAS, Because the service provided by viable conmunity

6 drinking water systens is generally avail abl e i nstantaneously on
7 a 24-hour basis, many of us take safe and reliable drinking

8 water for granted; therefore be it

9 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
10 week of May 6 through 12, 2007, as "Drinking Water Week" in
11 Pennsylvania to hei ghten awareness of drinking water treatnent,
12 nonitoring, distribution and related costs and urge al
13 residents of this Conmonwealth to protect our watersheds,
14 conserve our precious drinking water supply and preserve its
15 superior quality.
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