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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 241 %5

| NTRODUCED BY CASORI O, SURRA, BELFANTI, BROOKS, CALTAG RONE,
CAPPELLI, CAUSER, FABRI ZI O FAIRCH LD, FLECK, GElI ST, GEORGE
G NG&RI CH, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARKI NS, HENNESSEY, HESS,
HUTCHI NSON, JAMES, KORTZ, MAHONEY, M| LHATTAN, PETRONE
Pl CKETT, READSHAW SCAVELLO, WALKO AND WOJNARCSKI ,
APRI L 23, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AG NG AND OLDER ADULT SERVI CES,
APRI L 23, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the Secretary of Aging to cease and desist from any
action transferring long-termcare assessnents fromthe

Commonweal th' s area agencies on aging to a private

contractor.

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th's area agenci es on agi hg were
created under Act 1978-70 so that all funding for ol der
Pennsyl vani ans coul d be channel ed i nto regi onal agenci es,
provi ding for a coordinated conti nuum of home-based and
communi ty- based services; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th's area agencies on agi ng conti nue
to carry out their mssion through a variety of services,

i ncluding transportation, nmeals on wheels, adult day care and
personal care; and

WHEREAS, Area agencies on agi ng have evolved into a "one-

stop" shop for ol der Pennsyl vani ans, thereby mnimzing their

exposure to bureaucratic obstacles in their efforts to access
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prograns and services; and

WHEREAS, More than 20 years ago, area agencies on agi ng and
t he Departnent of Aging collaborated on the devel opnent and
i npl enentation of a Statew de, standardi zed assessnment process
in order to best determ ne the |ong-term needs of ol der
Pennsyl vani ans; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Aging has proposed transferring
t hat assessnment function fromthe area agencies on aging to a
private contractor w thout consulting that network or hol ding
publi c hearings; and

WHEREAS, Where assessnments can now be conpleted in a period
of one to two days, a centralized assessnent conducted by a
private contractor could take considerably |onger, thereby
del ayi ng services to needy older citizens and possibly
j eopardi zing their care; and

WHEREAS, It has not been denonstrated that a private
contractor would provide inproved assessnment services or reduce
costs; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives strongly urge the
Secretary of Aging to cease and desist any action transferring
| ong-term care assessnents fromthe Comonweal th's area agencies
on aging to a private contractor; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives strongly urge the
Secretary of Aging to neet representatives of every area agency
on aging and with the Pennsyl vani a Associ ati on of Area Agencies
on Aging to discuss the proposed transfer, sharing with them any
pertinent data; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

the Governor and to the Secretary of Aging.
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