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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 239 %5

| NTRODUCED BY WATERS, BI SHOP, OLI VER, PARKER, JAMES, BELFANTI,
BEYER, BUXTON, CALTAG RONE, CONKLI N, CRElI GHTQON, DERMODY
DONATUCCI , FRANKEL, GALLOWAY, GECRCGE, GRUCELA, HANNA,
HERSHEY, JOSEPHS, KORTZ, KULA, LONG ETTI, MANN, MJUNDY,
M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PAYNE, QUI NN, READSHAW REl CHLEY,
RCEBUCK, RUBLEY, SANTONI, SCAVELLO, SHAPI RO, STABACK,
J. TAYLOR, THOVAS, WALKO, FREENMAN AND PHI LLI PS,
APRI L 23, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 23, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Honoring the nenbers of Rutgers University Scarlet Knights

Wnen's Basketball Team National Collegiate Athletic

Association, Division | runners-up for their strength and

dignity in the face of adversity and sl ander.

WHEREAS, The Rutgers University Scarlet Knights Wnen's
Basket bal | Team fi ni shed the 2006- 2007 season by playing in its
first-ever National Collegiate Athletic Association Division I
Chanpi onshi p Gane; and

WHEREAS, Rutgers Coach C. Vivian Stringer, a native of
Fayette County, Pennsylvania, stands out as an exanple for wonen
everywhere, having nolded an entire generation of young
basket bal | players into productive and adm red wonen; and

WHEREAS, Sophonore center Kia Vaughn was nanmed the All-Met
Division | Wnen's Coll ege Basketball Player of the Year by the

Nati onal |nvitation Tournanent and the Mt Basketball Witers
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Associ ation; and

WHEREAS, The team nenbers, Katie Adans, Matee Aj avon, Essense
Carson, Dee Dee Jernigan, Rashidat Junaid, Mia MCurdy,
Epi phanny Prince, Judith Brittany Ray, Kia Vaughn and Heat her
Zurich, together with their coaches and training staff, worked
together to forma cohesive unit; and

VWHEREAS, Aside fromtheir obvious athletic talents, the
Rut gers Wonen' s Basketball Team has within its ranks severa
Academic All-Stars, a nusical prodigy and several persons with
aspirations to study |aw and nedi ci ne; and

VWHEREAS, In the midst of what should have stood out as a
shining nonent of celebration for the Rutgers community, in the
aftermath of their participation in the NCAA Chanpi onshi p gane,
a radi o disk jockey, who did not know a single nenber of the
team chose to danpen this exciting time by insulting the
menbers of the Rutgers Wnen's Basketball Team and wonen and
mnorities everywhere with his blatantly racist and sexi st
remar ks; and

WHEREAS, In the wake of these derogatory remarks, these wonen
not only held their heads high, but chose to neet with the
i ndi vidual who tried to dimnish their wwnning spirit; and

WHEREAS, |n what nany commentators have called the best
exanpl e of true sportsmanship and class in the history of
collegiate athletics, these wonen took a stand not only for
t hensel ves, but for future generations; and

WHEREAS, These wonen enbodied the true spirit of justice and
forgave those who oppressed them and

VHEREAS, These wonen, now reluctant celebrities, chose to use
this atroci ous experience as a chance to open a di al ogue which

forces us to | ook within ourselves, exam ne the words we use and
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be m ndful that words which are hurtful and harnful have no
pl ace in our society; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a congratul ate the fine young wonen
of the Rutgers University Wnen's Basketball Team and their
coaches and support staff in recognition of their tremendous
acconplishnents; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives honor these wonen
for taking a stand against bigotry with a grace and dignity far
beyond their young years and offer them best w shes for success

in all future endeavors.
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