PRINTER S NO. 1242

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 199 55

| NTRODUCED BY HESS, ADOLPH, ARGALL, BAKER, BARRAR, BELFANTI
BEYER, Bl ANCUCCI, BI SHOP, BOBACK, BOYD, CALTAG RONE,
CAPPELLI, CLYMER, COHEN, CRElI GHTON, CURRY, DALLY, DeLUCA
DENLI NCER, DePASQUALE, DeVEESE, Di G ROLAMO, DONATUCC ,
EVERETT, FABRI ZI O, FLECK, FREEMAN, GABI G GALLOWMY, GEl ST,
GECORCE, d BBONS, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, HARHART,
HARRI S, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, H CKERNELL, JAMES, W KELLER
KENNEY, KI LLI QN, KI RKLAND, KOTIK, KULA, LEACH, MACKERETH
MAHONEY, MAJOR, MANN, MANTZ, MARKGOSEK, MARSI CO, Ml LHATTAN,
M COZZI E, M LLARD, MOUL, MOYER, MJNDY, MJRT, NAILOR,
M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PAYNE, PETRONE, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT, PYLE
RAVALEY, RAPP, READSHAW RElI CHLEY, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY,
SAI NATO, SAMUELSQN, SANTONI, SAYLOR, SCAVELLGO Sl PTROTH
SOLOBAY, SONNEY, STERN, R STEVENSQON, SURRA, THOVAS, TRUE
TURZAI, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH, WALKO, WATSON, WOINARGCSKI ,
YOUNGBLOOD AND CAUSER, APRIL 13, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 13, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of May 2007 as "Cystic Fibrosis Awareness
Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Cystic fibrosis, commonly referred to as "CF," is a
genetic disease affecting approxi mately 30,000 children and
adults in the United States; and

WHEREAS, A defective gene causes the body to produce an
abnormal Iy thick, sticky nucus that clogs the lungs; and

WHEREAS, These secretions produce |life-threatening |ung
i nfections and obstruct the pancreas, preventing digestive

enzymes fromreaching the intestines to help break down and
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absorb food; and

WHEREAS, More than 10 m|lion Anmericans are unknow ng,
synptom ess carriers of the defective CF gene; and

WHEREAS, CF occurs in approximtely one of every 3,900 |ive
births in the United States; and

WHEREAS, The nedi an age of survival for a person with CF is
| ess than 35 years; and

VWHEREAS, Wth advances in the treatnment of CF, the nunber of
adults with CF has steadily grown; and

WHEREAS, Nearly 40% of the CF population is 18 years of age
and ol der; and

WHEREAS, People with CF have a variety of synptons attri buted
to the nore than 1,000 nutations of the CF gene; and

WHEREAS, These varied synptons are associated with a high
rate of delay in diagnosis and treatnent; and

WHEREAS, | nfant bl ood screening to detect genetic defects is
the nost reliable and | east costly nethod to identify persons
likely to have CF;, and

WHEREAS, Early diagnosis of CF permts early treatnent and
enhances quality of Iife and | ongevity; and

WHEREAS, The treatnment of CF depends on the stage of the
di sease and the organs invol ved; and

WHEREAS, C earing nmucus fromthe lungs is an inportant part
of the daily CF treatnent reginmen, and other types of treatnents
i ncl ude tobramycin solution for inhalation and azithronycin; and

VWHEREAS, There are world-class treatnent centers in this
Commonweal th which specialize in the diagnosis of CF and the
care of persons with CF; and

WHEREAS, I|nproving the length and quality of life for people

with CF starts with awareness; therefore be it
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1 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
2 nonth of May 2007 as "Cystic Fibrosis Awareness Month" in

3 Pennsyl vani a.
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