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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 177 ="

| NTRODUCED BY M LNE, ARGALL, BAKER, BELFANTI, BENN NGHOFF
BEYER, BI ANCUCCI, BI SHOP, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI,
CAUSER, CI VERA, CLYNER COHEN, COX, CREI GHTON, CURRY, CUTLER,
DeVEESE, Di G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, EVERETT, FABRI ZI O, FAI RCHI LD,
FRANKEL, FREENAN, GALLOWAY, fe= ST, CGEORGE, G BBONS,
G LLESPI E, G NGRI CH GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY,
HESS, H CKERNELL, JAMES, M KELLER, KILLION, KIRKLAND, KULA,
MAJOR, MANDERI NO, MANN, MANTZ, MARKGOSEK, MARSI CO, M GEEHAN,
Mol LHATTAN, M LLARD, MOYER, MJUNDY, MJRT, MJSTI O MYERS
PALLONE, PAYNE, PETRI, PETRONE, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT, QU GLEY,
QUI NN, RAMALEY, RAPP, RAYMOND, READSHAW REED, REI CHLEY,
RCSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SCHRODER,
Mel LVAINE SM TH, K. SM TH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, STERN, THOVAS,
TRUE, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH, WALKO, WHEATLEY, W LLI AMS5,
WOINARGCSKI , YOUNGBLOOD AND SI PTROTH, APRIL 2, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 2, 2007

A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the nmonth of May 2007 as "Literacy Month" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Literacy is defined as the ability to understand the
conpl ex systens at work in a culture for the benefit of both
per sonal and societal devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, In our society, literacy now extends beyond the
skills of reading, witing, speaking and |istening to enconpass

broader proficiencies, including visual, nedia, financial and

information literacy; and
WHEREAS, G eat strides in literacy have transpired; and
WHEREAS, Nearly 4 billion people worldw de are literate, but
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this nunber indicates a need for continued inprovenent and
awar eness; and

WHEREAS, Education nust be utilized as a tool by which to
begin the quest for literacy at a young age; and

WHEREAS, The pursuit of literacy enpowers parents in their
role as a child' s first teacher and charges themw th preparing
children to enter a formal educational environment to inprove
upon previously acquired skills; and

WHEREAS, Educators play a pivotal role in devel opi ng and
enhancing literacy skills which aid in human soci al devel opnent;
and

WHEREAS, Striving for literacy does not end with chil dhood
and affects all aspects of life, including health and wel fare,
career and the work force, life skills and the basic ability to
understand and process daily events and situations; and

WHEREAS, Literacy has a direct correlation to health, as
persons who are not |iterate--persons who cannot read or wite
at a proficient |evel--tend to have poor health and hi gh nedi cal
costs; and

WHEREAS, Literacy directly affects a person's ability to
function in the work force, and a literate work force capabl e of
using the current technology is essential to the national, State
and | ocal econony; and

WHEREAS, Probl ens associated with illiteracy can be prevented
t hrough educati on which prepares and nol ds students to be
literate citizens who can contribute to the community; and

WHEREAS, The essential function of literacy is to nake it
possi bl e for individuals to engage as fully as possible, with
knowl edge and cul tural awareness, in society and to be a

catal yst for change and i nprovenent of society; and
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WHEREAS, Literacy should be valued as a human right that

all ows people to exercise the privileges and responsibilities of

1

2

3 citizenship; therefore be it

4 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
5

nmont h of May 2007 as "Literacy Month" in Pennsyl vani a.
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