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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 99 =55~

| NTRODUCED BY WHEATLEY, DeWEESE, RANMALEY, THOVAS, HARRI S,
DONATUCCI , GOODMVAN, HARPER, HERSHEY, JAMES, Kl RKLAND,
MAHONEY, MJURT, PALLONE, READSHAW SCAVELLO, SHAPI RO,
SI PTROTH, WATERS AND PARKER, MARCH 6, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
MARCH 6, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON

Appl audi ng the contributions of Pennsylvania' s Tai wanese-

American community and joining in support of the

participation of the Republic of China in the role of Wrld

Heal t h Organi zati on observer.

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania and the Republic of
Chi na (Taiwan) have had a long history of friendship; and

WHEREAS, Phil adel phia is home to a | arge Tai wanese comunity;
and

WHEREAS, The peopl e of the Tai wanese- Aneri can conmunity
mai ntain close ties with famly and friends in their native | and
and are concerned about their health, safety and quality of
life;, and

WHEREAS, Good health is essential to every citizen of the
worl d, just as access to the highest standards of health
information and service is necessary to inprove the public

heal t h; and
WHEREAS, The Wbrld Health Organi zation (WHO set forth, in
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the first chapter of its charter, the objective of attaining the
hi ghest possible | evel of health for all people; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives of the Commonweal t h of
Pennsylvania is justly proud to support the participation of
Taiwan in the role of observer in the Wrld Health
Organi zation's Wrld Health Assenbly (WHA); and

WHEREAS, Tai wan's popul ation of nore than 23 mllion is
| arger than that of 75% of the current WHO nenber states; and

WHEREAS, The United States, in the 1994 Taiwan Policy Review,
declared its intention to support Taiwan's participation in
appropriate international organizations; and

WHEREAS, The State Departnent, in its report to the Congress
of the United States in April 2005, reaffirnmed United States
support of Taiwan's observer status in the WHA, and

WHEREAS, Fifty-three nmenbers of the United States House of
Representatives wote a letter to Secretary of State Condol eezza
Ri ce on Decenber 16, 2005, expressing their support of observer
status for Taiwan at the annual neeting of the WHA; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Centers for Di sease Control and
Prevention and its Tai wanese counterpart have enjoyed cl ose
col | aboration on a wi de range of public health issues; and

WHEREAS, In recent years Taiwan has expressed a willingness
to assist financially and technically in international aid and
health activities supported by the WHO, and

WHEREAS, The governnent and the peopl e of Taiwan have been
actively engaged in various activities in the fields of nedical
assi stance and humanitarian relief to countries in Africa, Asia,
Central America and the Caribbean in such places as Afghani st an,
Chad, El Sal vador, Honduras and Liberia and have contri buted

financial resources to global relief efforts and to conbat
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di sease around the world; and

WHEREAS, Taiwan's participation in international health
forunms and prograns is critical, especially with today's greater
potential for the cross-border spread of various infectious
di seases such as human i mmunodefici ency virus (H V),
t ubercul osis and nmal ari a; and

WHEREAS, Recent outbreaks of the |lethal avian flu and severe
acute respiratory syndronme (SARS) in East Asia and Sout heast
Asi a have caused panic around the world and have accentuated the
i nportance of Taiwan's participation in international health
foruns and the inherent danger of nonparticipation; and

VWHEREAS, Taiwan's substantial achievenents in the field of
heal t h i nclude having one of the highest |life expectancy |evels
in Asia and having |low maternal and infant nortality rates,
eradi cating such infectious diseases as chol era, small pox and
pl ague and being the first to eradicate polio and to provide
children with hepatitis B vaccinations; and

WHEREAS, Taiwan's WHO observer status affects the health
rights of mllions of Taiwanese people and benefits regional and
gl obal public health; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania pause in its deliberations to
appl aud the contributions of Pennsylvania' s Tai wanese- Aneri can
community and join in support of the participation of Taiwan in
the role of WHO observer; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, to the United States
Depart ment of Health and Human Services, to each nenber of the
Pennsyl vani a Congressi onal Del egation and to the Wrld Health

Or gani zat i on.
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