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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 95 =55

I NTRODUCED BY HENNESSEY AND KENNEY, MARCH 9, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
MARCH 9, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Conm ssion to study issues
relating to the Conmonweal th's | ong-term care service
del i very system and consuner access to the systemand to
report its findings and recommendati ons to the CGeneral

Assenbl y.

WHEREAS, The Conmonwealth's | ong-term care service delivery
systemis a joint responsibility of the Departnment of Aging, the
Department of Health and the Departnent of Public Welfare and a
wi de array of for-profit and not-for-profit long-termcare
service providers throughout this Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Each departnment is statutorily responsible for
regul ati ng and overseeing certain specific types of long-term
care services designed to provide the nost appropriate |evel of
care and services for consuners in an efficient, effective and
fiscally accountabl e nmanner; and

WHEREAS, It is anticipated that changes will continue to
occur in the long-termcare delivery systemand the dynam cs of

| ong-termcare and long-termliving issues in the future; and

WHEREAS, According to the Governor's Ofice of Health Care
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Ref orm Pennsyl vani a spends the fourth | argest anmount of any
state in the country per capita on long-term care which anmount
is 40% nore than the average in states across the nation; and
WHEREAS, There is a need for a conprehensive bipartisan
ongoi ng review of issues relating to the Commonweal th's | ong-
termcare delivery system wth specific review of access to
| ong-term care services necessary to neet the needs of care-
dependent Pennsyl vani ans, including the affordability of
services and the role of the public and private sectors in
payi ng for services; and
WHEREAS, The Legi sl ative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee
rel eased a report in April 2005 which thoroughly revi ewed
Pennsyl vani a's | ong-term care conti nuum and exam ned current
denographic information to identify anticipated future demand
for long-termcare prograns and services and the ability of the
current long-termcare provider network to neet that demand and
to assess the role of private and public payers in neeting the
current and anticipated future costs for long-termcare prograns
and services in this Commonweal th; and
WHEREAS, The 2005 report hel ped to provide a clearer
under standing of the inportant role of each long-termcare
provider in caring for consunmers in this Commonweal th and
confirmed that nost long-termcare in Pennsylvania and
nationwi de is provided by famly and friends; therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the Joint
St ate Governnent Commi ssion to study the long-termcare service
delivery systemin this Cormonwealth in order to ascertain
whet her the systemis neeting the needs of care-dependent
consuners and fam |lies and whether current public and private

prograns for financing services can continue to nmeet the needs
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of consuners and their famlies and, if servicing and financing
needs are not being net, to recomend appropriate corrective
neasures; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the comm ssion conduct public hearings and
ot her conprehensive studi es as deened appropriate to identify
and prepare for the inplenentation of neasures that will ensure
that Pennsylvania's long-termcare service delivery systemis
accessi ble and affordable for consunmers; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the comm ssion, through creation of an
advi sory comm ttee, draw upon the expertise of individuals
involved in long-termcare service delivery throughout this
Commonweal th and that advisory comm ttee nmenbers be determ ned
by the conm ssion and be individuals representing consuners,
famlies, providers, payers of long-termcare services and State
gover nment agenci es responsi bl e for oversi ght and regul ati on of
| ong-term care services and prograns; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the comm ssion report its findings and
recommendations to the General Assenbly; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the study and hearings authorized by this
resolution be in addition to any studi es and hearings conduct ed
by the relevant conmttee of the House of Representatives on the

recommendati ons contained within the conmm ssion report.
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