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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 89 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MELI O, FAI RCHI LD, BELFANTI, BEYER, CALTAG RONE,
COHEN, CREI GHTON, Di G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, EACHUS, GALLOMAY
GEl ST, GEORGE, G NGRI CH, GOODMAN, GRUCELA, HENNESSEY, HESS,
JAMES, W KELLER, KILLIGN, MAJOR, MANN, MANTZ, M LLARD,
R MLLER, MOYER, MJRT, MJSTI O MYERS, M O BRI EN, PALLONE
PAYNE, QUI NN, RAMALEY, RAPP, READSHAW REI CHLEY, ROHRER
RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO Ml LVAINE SM TH
M SM TH, SONNEY, TANGRETTI, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH, WATSON,
W LLI AM5, WOINARCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, DePASQUALE, MUNDY, SOLOBAY
MARKGOSEK, TRUE, COX, ROSS, HERSHEY, CONKLIN, G LLESPIE,
FRANKEL, STABACK, O NEILL, EVERETT, CUTLER, M| LHATTAN,
PRESTON AND PARKER, MARCH 6, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MARCH 6, 2007

A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the week of March 11 through 17, 2007, as "Wat her
Emer gency Preparedness Wek" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Each year natural disasters threaten the |ives and
property of Pennsyl vani ans; and

WHEREAS, | n 1998 severe tornadoes caused extensive | osses and
damage to private and public property and resulted in a Federal
di saster declaration for the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, In 1999 Hurricane Floyd and Hurricane Dennis caused
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extensive flooding in 15 Pennsylvania counties; and
WHEREAS, These events and others in six federally declared
di sasters in 1996 have created very serious threats to public

health and safety, and recovery has strained State, county and
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muni ci pal resources; and
WHEREAS, |n 2004 Tropical Depression |Ivan caused extensive
fl oodi ng which affected nore than 50 Pennsyl vani a counties, and
an F-3 tornado ripped through Canpbelltown, Lebanon County,
where 35 houses were conpletely destroyed, 37 houses sustai ned
maj or damage and anot her 50 houses were significantly affected;
and
WHEREAS, In 2005 Hurricanes Katrina and Rita ravaged several
regions of the @ulf Coast States, and the Conmonweal th nobilized
a nunber of resources to assist rescue and recovery efforts; and
WHEREAS, Hurricane Katrina caused isol ated damage i n Adans,
Arnmstrong and York Counties; and
WHEREAS, O the range of natural disasters that can occur
across this Conmonweal th, flooding is the nost conmon; and
WHEREAS, Due in part to our nountainous terrain and our
nati on-| eadi ng 45,000-m | e network of rivers, creeks and
streans, Pennsylvania is recognized as one of the nost fl ood-
prone states; and
WHEREAS, It is the responsibility of the Pennsylvani a
Emer gency Managenent Council to help State, county and nuni ci pal
governments prepare for and respond to these disasters; and
WHEREAS, Annual |y the Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent
Agency, with county emergency nmanagenent officials and the
United States National Wather Service, adm nisters a week-I|ong
weat her energency preparedness programto alert citizens and
el ected officials to severe weat her-rel at ed dangers; and
WHEREAS, In addition to educational and public information
prograns, a three-day Statew de exercise provides county and
| ocal energency personnel, schools, hospitals, nursing honmes and

day-care centers the opportunity to test their emergency
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response plans and procedures; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Energency Al ert System which
provi des an essential communi cations |ink between governnment and
citizens during an emergency, is tested Statew de through nore
than 400 radio and television stations as part of the week-I|ong
weat her energency preparedness progran therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
week of March 11 through 17, 2007, as "Wather Energency
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Prepar edness Wek" in Pennsyl vani a.
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