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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 85 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MARKOSEK, CALTAG RONE, COHEN, DALEY, FRANKEL,
FREEMAN, GERCELY, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KULA, LEACH, LEVDANSKY
MAHER, McGEEHAN, MELI O MJUNDY, RANMALEY, READSHAW SANTON
SI PTROTH, SWANGER, WALKO, J. VWH TE AND YOUNGBLOOD,
FEBRUARY 13, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
FEBRUARY 13, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging all hospitals and health care facilities in this

Commonweal th subject to the Health Care Cost Contai nnent Act

to conply with hospital infection reporting requirenents.

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives is proud that this
Commonweal th has taken the lead in the nation in issuing a
conpr ehensi ve study of the consequences of hospital-acquired
i nfections; and

WHEREAS, Reports froma variety of sources, including the
Institute of Medicine and Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, conclude that hospital -acquired infections kill as
many as 90, 000 Anericans each year; and

WHEREAS, According to a 2003 review in the New Engl and
Journal of Medicine, from 1975 through 1995 the nunber of
hospital days nationally decreased by 36.5% the average | ength

of hospital stay decreased by 32.9% the nunber of inpatient

surgeries decreased by 27.3% and the incidence of hospital-
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acquired infections per 1,000 patient-days increased by 36.1%
and

VWHEREAS, The relevant nedical literature and a series of
denonstration projects, including several in this Comobnweal th
that have attracted national attention, show nost hospital-
acquired infections can be prevented; and

WHEREAS, Acknow edgnent of the exi stence and frequency of
hospital -acquired infections is proven to be the essential first
step toward prevention; and

WHEREAS, On July 7, 2003, the General Assenbly enacted new
and stronger requirenments reauthorizing the Health Care Cost
Cont ai nment Council and requiring our State hospitals to report
such infections to the council; and

WHEREAS, According to information recently rel eased by the
council, hospitals in this Conmonweal th reported 19, 154
hospi tal -acquired infections during 2005; and

WHEREAS, Anong the 19, 154 Pennsyl vani ans who acquired
infections in hospitals, 2,478 died while hospitalized; and

WHEREAS, Hospital adm ssions for the 19,154 hospital-acquired
i nfections reported by hospitals in this Cormonweal th in 2005
were associated with an additional 194,129 hospital days; and

WHEREAS, The nortality rate for patients without a hospital-
acquired infection was 2.9% but junped to 12. 9% for patients
with a hospital -acquired infection; and

WHEREAS, In 2005, hospitals in this Cormonwealth were paid an
average of $53,900 for a hospitalization in which the patient
had an infection, but received an average of only $8, 000 for
hospitalizations in which the patient did not have an infection;
and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th pai d approxi mately on average
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$36, 112 for patients with hospital -acquired infections in which
Medi caid was the prinmary payer, conpared with $5,411 for
patients w thout hospital-acquired infections in which Medicaid
was the primry payer; and

WHEREAS, Hospital-acquired infections reported by just 22
institutions accounted for nore than one-half of the nearly
19,154 reported infections in 2005; and

WHEREAS, Mbst hospitals reported hospital-acquired infection
rates lower than rates predicted by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and other credible sources; and

VHEREAS, The Health Care Cost Contai nment Council wll,
pursuant to |law, request hospitals in this Comonwealth to
report hospital-acquired infections of all types; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the Health
Care Cost Contai nment Council, individual hospitals and the
rel evant industry groups to enhance their efforts and
col |l aboration in order to assure identification and reporting of
all hospital -acquired infections; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives strongly
encourage all hospitals to conply with the reporting of
hospital -acquired infection data to the council; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
t he Governor, the Secretary of Health, the council and the

Hospital and Health System Associ ati on of Pennsyl vani a.
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