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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 3 >5005

| NTRODUCED BY D. O BRIEN, O NEILL, PALLONE, STURLA,
Mol LVAINE SM TH, KOTI K, PHI LLI PS, SHAPI RO, RAPP, BAKER
BARRAR, BEAR, BELFANTI, BENN NGHOFF, BENNI NGTON, BEYER
Bl ANCUCCI , Bl SHOP, BOBACK, BOYD, BROCKS, BUXTON, CALTAG RONE
CAPPELLI, CAUSER, Cl VERA, COHEN, CONKLIN, CRElI GHTQON, DALEY,
DALLY, DePASQUALE, DeWEESE, D G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, EVERETT,
FABRI ZI O, FLECK, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GALLOWMAY, GEI ST, GEORGE,
G BBONS, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GODSHALL, GOOCDNVAN, GRELL,
GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARKI NS, HARPER, HELM HENNESSEY, HERSHEY,
HESS, H CKERNELL, HORNAMAN, HUTCHI NSON, JAMES, W KELLER
KENNEY, KILLION, KING KULA, LEACH MACKERETH, MAHONEY,
MAJOR, MANDERI NO, MANN, MANTZ, MARKOSEK, MARSHALL, MARSI CO,
Mol LHATTAN, MELI O, M COZZIE, M LLARD, M LNE, MOUL, MOYER,
MUNDY, MJURT, MJSTI O, MYERS, NAILOR, M O BRI EN, PARKER
PAYNE, PElI FER, PETRONE, PI CKETT, PRESTON, RAMALEY, READSHAW
REED, REI CHLEY, ROAE, RCEBUCK, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY,
SABATI NA, SANTONI, SCAVELLO, SEIP, SH MKUS, S| PTROTH
K. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STABACK, STERN, SURRA, SWANGER, THOVAS,
TRUE, TURZAI, VULAKOVI CH, WALKGO, WATSON, J. VWH TE, WOINARGCSKI
AND YUDI CHAK, MARCH 24, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MARCH 24, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zing April 2, 2008, as "Wrld Autism Day" and the nonth
of April 2008 as "Autism Awareness Month" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Autism a conplex disability often involving nmental
retardation, requires greater recognition and understanding to
ensure that all individuals with autism whether or not they
have nental retardation, are accurately diagnosed and
appropriately treated throughout their lives; and

WHEREAS, Autismis a devel opnental disability resulting in
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significant inpairnment of an individual's ability to |earn,
devel op healthy interactive behaviors and understand verbal,
nonver bal and reci procal conmunication; and

WHEREAS, Autismis the result of a neurol ogical disorder
affecting brain function, which few nenbers of the general
publ i ¢ understand; and

WHEREAS, Although a cure for autism has not been found,
i ndividuals with autism can be assisted in reaching their
greatest potential through accurate early diagnosis, appropriate
education and intervention; and

VHEREAS, About 1 in 150 Anerican children has autism which
has been called an urgent public health concern that is nore
common than previously thought; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Public Welfare recently created
the O fice of Devel opnental Prograns, which includes the Bureau
of Autism Services to provide expertise and support for al
agenci es serving Pennsyl vanians with autism and

WHEREAS, Creation of the Bureau of Autism Services, along
with the Commonweal th's commitnent to fund additional services
and supports for autistic children and adults, will bring about
a new day for those individuals and their famlies; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize Apri
2, 2008, as "World Autism Day" in Pennsylvania and the nonth of
April 2008 as "Autism Awareness Month" in Pennsyl vania and urge
its observance throughout this Conmonwealth for the benefit of
all who are diagnosed as being on the autism spectrumand their

famli es.
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