PRINTER S N0 4286

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 27064 55"

| NTRODUCED BY HENNESSEY, BEAR, Bl ANCUCCI, BOYD, CALTAG RONE,
CARRCLL, CRElIGHTQON, DePASQUALE, EVERETT, FAIRCH LD, FLECK,
GECRCE, G LLESPIE, d NGRI CH, GODSHALL, GOODVAN, HARHART,
HARPER, HERSHEY, HORNAVAN, JAMES, M KELLER, KORTZ, KOTIK
KULA, LONGQ ETTI, MACKERETH, Ml LVAINE SM TH, MELI G,
R MLLER, MOYER, MJNDY, MJRT, MYERS, NAILOR, O NEILL, QUI NN
RAPP, SAYLOR, SEIP, SIPTROTH, K. SM TH, SONNEY, SWANGER
VULAKOVI CH AND J. VWH TE, SEPTEMBER 9, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, SEPTEMBER 9, 2008
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AN ACT
Amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Pennsylvani a

Consolidated Statutes, further providing for adm nistration

and procedure.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8584 of Title 53 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:

§ 8584. Adm nistration and procedure.

(a) Application; determ nations.--The owner or owners of
real property seeking to have property approved as honestead
property or farnmstead property shall file an application with
t he assessor on the form devel oped under section 8587 (relating
to uniformapplication). Determinations with respect to the

qualification of all or a part of a parcel of real property as

homest ead property or farnstead property shall be nmade by the



assessor.

(a.1) Change in local taxing authority.--An owner of real

property that has previously applied for and had property

approved as honmestead or farnstead property and becones the

owner of real property within the boundary of a different | ocal

taxing authority shall be allowed to petition the county

assessnent office to have the newy acquired property approved

as honestead or farnstead property, regardl ess of the date of
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whi ch the newly acquired property is acquired. Upon receipt of

10 the petition regarding a property that was already approved as
11 honestead or farnstead property, the county assessnent office
12 shall approve the property as honestead or farnstead property if
13 the property remains qualified as such pursuant to this chapter.
14 Upon receipt of the petition regarding a property that was not
15 already approved as honestead or farnstead property, the county
16 assessnent office shall approve the property as honestead or

17 farnstead property if the property qualifies as such pursuant to
18 this chapter and shall notify the school district accordingly.
19 (b) Filing deadlines; renewal of application.--Applications
20 shall be filed with the assessor not |ater than March 1 of each
21 vyear. The governing body of a county may adopt a schedule for

22 review or reapplication for real property previously approved as
23 honestead property or farnstead property.

24 (c) Notice of applications and deadl i nes.--The assessor

25 shall provide sufficient notice to the public regarding the

26 availability of applications to designate real property as

27 honestead property or farnmstead property and all filing

28 deadlines. The assessor shall nake applications avail abl e at

29 least 75 days before the filing deadline.

30 (d) Denial of application.--The assessor shall provide to
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each property owner whose application for approval as honestead
property or farnmstead property is being denied in whole or in
part a witten notice of denial by first class mail not |ater
than 120 days after the filing deadline. The notice shal
include all reasons for denial. Failure by the assessor to
provi de notice under this subsection shall be deened to be
approval of the application.

(e) Appeals of assessor's decision.--An owner aggrieved by
t he decision of the assessor may appeal to the board for a
review of the decision in a manner consistent with the
provi sions for appeal of assessnents under the applicable
assessnment | aw. Appeal s under this subsection shall be Iimted
to whether the application neets the requirenments of subsections
(a) and (b) or whether the parcel for which the appeal is made
neets the definition of "farnstead property” or "honestead
property. "

(f) O her appeals.--Appeals regarding the assessed val ue of
real property under the applicable assessnent | aw shall be based
on the assessed value of the real property before application of
t he exclusions for honestead property or farnmstead property. The
i ssue of qualification as honmestead property or farnstead
property shall not be raised in an appeal except as provided in
subsection (e).

(g) False or fraudul ent applications.--The assessor nay
sel ect, randomy or otherw se, applications filed under
subsection (a) to review for false or fraudul ent information.

(h) Penalties.--Any person who files an application under
subsection (a) which is false as to any material matter shall

(1) pay any taxes which would have been due but for the

fal se application, plus sinple interest conputed at the rate
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provided in section 806 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L. 343,

No. 176), known as The Fi scal Code;

(2) pay a penalty equal to 10% of the unpaid taxes
conput ed under paragraph (1); and

(3) upon conviction for filing an application under
subsection (a) which a person knows to be fraudul ent, be
guilty of a m sdeneanor of the third degree and be sentenced

to pay a fine not exceedi ng $2, 500.

(1) Reports.--At the same tine as the assessor certifies the
tax duplicate, the assessor shall provide to the governing
bodi es of the county and each political subdivision within the
county upon request and at no charge a certified report listing
at least all of the follow ng information:

(1) The parcel nunber of each parcel which is approved,
in whole or in part, as homestead property.

(2) The assessed val ue of each parcel which is approved,
in whole or in part, as homestead property.

(3) The portion of the assessed val ue of each parcel

i sted under paragraph (2) which is approved as honest ead

property.

(4) The nedi an assessed val ue of the honestead property

listed in paragraph (3).

(5) The parcel nunber of each parcel which is approved,
in whole or in part, as farnstead property.

(6) The assessed val ue of each parcel which is approved,
in whole or in part, as farnstead property.

(7) The portion of the assessed val ue of each parcel

i sted under paragraph (6) which is approved as farnstead

property.

The governi ng body of the county may set reasonable fees for
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provi di ng custom zed reports or services not otherw se required
under this chapter or other applicable law to political

subdi vi si ons.

(j) Notification on change of use.--

(1) A property owner whose property is approved as
homest ead property or farnstead property and which property
no |l onger qualifies as honestead property or farnstead
property shall notify the assessor within 45 days of the date
the property no | onger qualifies as honestead property or
farnmstead property. Failure to notify the assessor as
required by this subsection shall be treated in the sane
manner as a fal se application under subsection (g).

(2) The recorder of deeds shall periodically provide to
the assessor a list of real property conveyance docunents
whi ch have been presented for recording. The list shal
i nclude the nane of the grantor and the address of the
property. For the purposes of this paragraph, the word
"docunent" shall have the nmeaning ascribed to it in section
1101-C of the Tax Reform Code.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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