PRINTER S NO. 4277

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2755 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BENNI NGHOFF, CAUSER, CREI GHTON, EVERETT, FLECK,
HARRI S, HENNESSEY, KORTZ, MOUL, REICHLEY, ROAE, ROCK, SURRA
AND SWANGER, SEPTEMBER 9, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, SEPTEMBER 9, 2008
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45), entitled

"An act establishing a uniformconstruction code; 1 nposing

powers and duties on nunicipalities and the Departnent of

Labor and I ndustry; providing for enforcenment; inposing

penal ti es; and meki ng repeal s,” further providing for

muni ci pal adm ni stration and enforcenent.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 501(c) of the act of Novenber 10, 1999
(P.L.491, No.45), known as the Pennsylvania Construction Code
Act, anended Novenber 29, 2006 (P.L.1440, No.157), is anended to
read:

Section 501. Administration and enforcenent.

* * %

(c) Board of appeals.--

(1) A nunicipality which has adopted an ordi nance for

t he admi ni stration and enforcenent of this act or

muni ci palities which are parties to an agreenment for the

joint adm nistration and enforcenent of this act shal
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establish a board of appeals as provided by Chapter 1 of the
1999 BOCA National Buil ding Code, Fourteenth Edition, to hear
appeal s from deci sions of the code adm nistrator. Menbers of
the nmunicipality's governing body nmay not serve as nenbers of
t he board of appeals.

(2) An application for appeal shall be based on [a] one

of the foll ow ng:

(i) Aclaimthat the true intent of this act or
regul ations legally adopted under this act have been
incorrectly interpreted, the provisions of this act do
not fully apply or an equival ent formof construction is
to be used.

(ii) Exenption frominsulation requirenents in a

residential building. The board of appeals has sol e

di screti on on an appeal under this subparagraph.

(3) Wen a nmunicipality cannot find persons to serve on
a board of appeals who neet the m ninum qualifications of
Chapter 1 of the BOCA National Building Code, the
muni cipality may fill a position on the board with a
qual i fied person who resides outside of the municipality.

(4) The fee for an appeal to the [Board] board of
[ Appeal s] appeals for a municipality that is adm nistering
and enforcing this act shall not exceed actual costs of the
public notice of the hearing, appearance fee for the court
reporter and administrative fees as necessary.

(5) In the case of an appeal or request for variance or
extension of time involving the construction of a one-famly
or two-famly residential building, the board of appeals

shall convene a hearing within 30 days of the appeal. The

[ Board] board of [Appeal s] appeals shall render a witten
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1 decision to the parties within five business days, or within
2 ten business days in cities of the first class, of the |ast

3 hearing. If the board of appeals fails to act within the tine
4 period under this paragraph, the appeal shall be deened

5 gr ant ed.

6 * x *

7

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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