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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2729 %%

I NTRODUCED BY BENNI NGHOFF, HUTCHI NSQN, KOTI K, M| LHATTAN, RAPP
ROAE, SAYLOR AND SWANGER, OCTOBER 3, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, OCTOBER 3, 2008

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled

2 "An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,

3 special and primary el ections, the nom nation of candidates,
4 primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
5 and defining nmenbership of county boards of electlons;

6 i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,

7 courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

8 i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifyi ng,

9 revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and

10 repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

11 el ections,” in nom nation of candi dates, further providing
12 for nomnation petitions to be filed, for affidavits of

13 candi dates, for statenent of candi dates for del egates to

14 nati onal conventions, for nunber of signers required for

15 nom nation petitions of candidates at primaries and for

16 nom nations by mnor political parties; providing for

17 decl aration of candi dacy for nom nation and decl aration fees;
18 further providing for place and tinme of filing nom nation

19 petitions and decl arations of candi dacy for nom nation and
20 filing fees, for wi thdrawal of candidates, for casting of
21 lots for position of names upon the primary ballots or ball ot
22 | abel s and notice of candidates, for Secretary of
23 Commonweal th to furnish county boards with |ists of
24 candi dat es and candidates to be notified, for setting aside
25 nom nati ons of candi dates and for nom nation by political
26 bodi es; providing for declarations of candidacy for el ection;
27 and further providing for place and tine of filing nom nation
28 papers, for filing fees, for exam nation of nom nation
29 petitions, certifications and papers, for objections to
30 nom nation petitions and papers and decl arations of candidacy
31 for election, for vacancy in party nom nation by failure to
32 pay filing fee or for failure to file | oyalty oath and for

33 preservation of nom nation petitions, certifications and



papers.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 907 of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L. 1333,
No. 320), known as the Pennsylvani a El ecti on Code, anended
Decenber 22, 1971 (P.L.613, No.165), is anmended to read:

Secti on 907. Nom nation Petitions to Be Fil ed; Decl aration

of Candi dacy for Nonminati on and Decl arati on Fee in Lieu of

Petitions.--(a) The names of candi dates for noni nation as

President of the United States, and the nanes of all other

candi dates for party nom nations, and for election as del egates,
al ternate del egates, nenbers of conmittees and other party

of ficers, shall be printed upon the official primary ballots or
ball ot | abel s of a designated party, upon the filing of separate
nom nation petitions in their behalf, in formprescribed by the
Secretary of the Commonweal th, signed by duly registered and
enrol | ed menbers of such party who are qualified electors of the
State, or of the political district, as the case nay be, within
whi ch the nom nation is to be made or election is to be held.
Nomi nation petitions of delegates and alternate delegates to
Nat i onal conventions commtted to support a particul ar
presidential candi date nmust be signed by the particul ar
presidential candidate to whom support is pledged before it can
be certified by the Secretary of the Commonweal th. [ The] Except

as provided in subsection (b), the nane of no candi date shall be

pl aced upon the official ballots or ballot |labels of a political

party to be used at any primary, unless such petition shall have

been filed in his behalf. [In] Except as provided in subsection
(c), in no event shall any person's nane be printed upon the

official ballots or ballot |abels of any party for the office of
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del egate, alternate del egate, nmenber of conmttee or other party
officer, unless he is a duly registered and enrol |l ed nmenber of
said party.

(b)Y A county board shall place the nane of a candi date on

the official prinmary ballots or ballot | abels if:

(1) the candidate has filed a declarati on of candi dacy for

nom nati on and paid the applicabl e declarati on fee under section

912.3, in lieu of filing nom nati on petitions; and

(2) the declaration of candi dacy for noni nati on and

decl arati on fee have been recei ved by the office desi gnated as

the place of filing under section 913.

(c) A county board shall place the nane of a person who is

seeking el ection as a del egate, alternate del egate, nenber of

comm ttee or other party officer on the official ballots or

ball ot | abels, if:

(1) the person has filed a declarati on of candi dacy for

nom nati on and paid the applicabl e declarati on fee under section

912.3, in lieu of filing nom nati on petitions; and

(2) the declaration of candi dacy for non nati on and

decl arati on fee have been recei ved by the office desi gnated as

the place of filing under section 913.

Section 2. Section 910 of the act, anmended May 12, 2006
(P.L.178, No.45), is anended to read:

Section 910. Affidavits of Candi dates.--Each candidate for
any State, county, city, borough, incorporated town, township,
ward, school district, poor district, election district, party
office, party delegate or alternate, or for the office of United
States Senator or Representative in Congress, shall file with

his nom nation petition or declaration of candidacy for

nom nation his affidavit stating--(a) his residence, with street
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1 and nunber, if any, and his post-office address; (b) his

2 election district, giving city, borough, town or township; (c)

3 the nane of the office for which he consents to be a candi dat e;
4 (d) that he is eligible for such office; (e) that he will not

5 knowingly violate any provision of this act, or of any |aw

6 regulating and Iimting nom nation and el ecti on expenses and

7 prohibiting corrupt practices in connection therewith; (f)

8 wunless he is a candidate for judge of a court of conmon pl eas,

9 the Phil adel phia Municipal Court or the Traffic Court of

10 Phil adel phia, or for the office of school director in a district
11 where that office is elective or for the office of justice of

12 the peace that he is not a candidate for nom nation for the sane
13 office of any party other than the one designated in such

14 petition or declaration of candidacy for nom nation; (g) if he
15 is a candidate for a delegate, or alternate del egate, nenber of
16 State committee, National commttee or party officer, that he is
17 a registered and enrol |l ed nmenber of the designated party; (h) if
18 he is a candidate for delegate or alternate del egate the

19 presidential candidate to whomhe is commtted or the term
20 "uncommtted"; (i) that he is aware of the provisions of section
21 1626 of this act requiring pre-election and post-el ection
22 reporting of canpaign contributions and expenditures; and (j)
23 that he is not a candidate for an office which he already hol ds,
24 the termof which is not set to expire in the sane year as the
25 office subject to the affidavit. In cases of petitions for
26 delegate and alternate delegate to National conventions, the
27 candidate's affidavit shall state that his signature to the
28 delegate's statenment, as hereinafter set forth, if such
29 statenment is signed by said candidate, was affixed to the sheet

30 or sheets of said petition prior to the circulation of sane. In
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the case of a candidate for nom nation as President of the
United States, it shall not be necessary for such candidate to
file the affidavit required in this section to be filed by
candi dates, but the post-office address of such candi date shal
be stated in such nom nation petition.

Section 3. Section 911 of the act, anended Decenber 22, 1971
(P.L.613, No.165), is anended to read:

Section 911. Statenent of Candi dates for Del egates to
Nat i onal Conventions. --Each candi date for el ection as del egate
or alternate delegate to a National party convention nmay
include, with his affidavit, the statement hereinafter set forth
in this section; but his failure to include such statenent shal
not be a valid ground, on the part of the Secretary of the
Conmonweal th, for refusal to receive and file his nom nation

petition or declaration of candidacy for nom nation. Such

statenment, if signed and filed with a petition, shall be signed

on all the sheets of said petition, together with the date of
signing and shall be in substantially the follow ng form
Del egat e’ s St at enent

| hereby declare to the voters of ny political party in the
(here insert "State of Pennsylvania," if a delegate or alternate
del egate at | arge; otherw se, insert " District") that, if
el ected and in attendance as a del egate to the Nati onal
convention of the party, | shall, with all fidelity, to the best
of ny judgnent and ability, in all matters com ng before the
convention, support (here insert name of presidential candidate)
for President of the United States and shall use all honorable
means within my power to aid in securing the nom nation for such

candi date for President.
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(Signature of candidate for del egate or alternate del egate,
and date of signing.)

On the ballots or ballot |abels used at a primary, after or
under the nanme of each candi date for del egate or alternate
del egate to a National party convention, shall appear the words
"conmitted to (here insert nane of presidential candidate)" or
"unconm tted" according to whether the candi date included, or
failed to include, the above statenent with his affidavit.

Section 4. Section 912.1 of the act, anmended February 13,
1989 (P.L.1, No.1), is anended to read:

Section 912.1. Nunber of Signers Required for Nom nation
Petitions of Candidates at Primaries.--[Candi dates] Except as

provided in section 912.3, candi dates for nom nation of offices

as |isted below shall present a nom nating petition containing
at | east as nmany valid signatures of registered and enroll ed
menbers of the proper party as |isted bel ow

(1) President of the United States: Two thousand.

(2) United States Senate: Two thousand.

(3) Governor: Two thousand including at |east one hundred
fromeach of at |east ten counties.

(4) Lieutenant Governor: One thousand including at |east one
hundred from each of at |east five counties.

(5) Treasurer: One thousand including at | east one hundred
fromeach of at |east five counties.

(6) Auditor General: One thousand including at | east one
hundred from each of at |east five counties.

(7) Attorney Ceneral: One thousand including at | east one
hundred from each of at |east five counties.

(8) Justice of the Suprenme Court: One thousand including at

| east one hundred from each of at |east five counties.

20080H2729B4479 - 6 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(9) Judge of the Superior Court: One thousand including at
| east one hundred fromeach of at |east five counties.

(10) Judge of the Comonweal th Court: One thousand i ncl udi ng
at | east one hundred fromeach of at |east five counties.

(11) For any other office to be filled by the vote of the
el ectors of the State at |arge or for any other party office to
be el ected by the electors of the State at |arge: One thousand
including at | east one hundred fromeach of at |east five
counti es.

(12) Representative in Congress: One thousand.

(13) Senator in the CGeneral Assenbly: Five hundred.

(14) Representative in the General Assenbly: Three hundred.

(15) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
el ectors in counties of the first class at |arge: One thousand.

(16) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
el ectors in counties of the second class at |arge: Five hundred.

(17) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
electors in cities of the first class at |arge: One thousand.

(18) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
el ectors in counties of the second class A at |large: Two hundred
fifty.

(19) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
el ectors in counties of the third class at |arge: Two hundred
fifty.

(20) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
el ectors in counties of the fourth class at large: Two hundred
fifty.

(21) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
el ectors in cities of the second class at large: Two hundred

fifty.
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(22) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
el ectors in cities of the second class A at |arge: One hundred.

(23) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
el ectors in cities of the third class at |arge: One hundred.

(24) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
el ectors in counties of the fifth class at |arge: One hundred.

(25) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
el ectors in counties of the sixth class at |arge: One hundred.

(26) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
el ectors in counties of the seventh class at |arge: One hundred.

(27) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
el ectors in counties of the eighth class at |arge: One hundred.

(28) Ofice of judge of any court of record other than a
Statewi de court or a court in a county of the first or second
class: Two hundred fifty.

(29) District delegate or alternate district delegate to a
Nat i onal party convention: Two hundred fifty.

(30) Menber of State commttee: One hundred.

(31) Ofice of district council menber in a city of the
first class: Seven hundred fifty.

(31.1) Ofice of district council menber in a city of the
second cl ass: One hundred.

(32) Ofice of district justice: One hundred.

(33) Ofice of judge of election: Ten.

(34) Inspector of elections: Five.

(35) Al other public and party offices: Ten.

Section 5. Section 912.2(a) of the act, added February 19,
1986 (P.L.29, No.1ll1l), is anended to read:

Section 912.2. Nominations by Mnor Political Parties.--(a)

(1) Notw thstanding any other provision in this act to the
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contrary, mnor political parties shall nomnate all of their
candi dates for the offices to be filled at the ensui ng Novenber
el ection pursuant to section 903 in accordance with the

requi renents of section 951, other than subsection (e)(6) and
(7) thereof, and section 954, and shall obtain the required
signatures during the sanme tinme frame available to political
bodi es.

(2) In lieu of seeking noni nation under paragraph (1), a

m nor political party candidate may file a decl arati on of

candi dacy for el ection and pay a declarati on fee under sections

951, 952.1 and 953.

(3) Mnor political parties shall be subject to the
provi sions of this act applicable to political parties with
respect to special elections, voter registration fornms,
substituted nom nations and all other purposes except as
ot herwi se expressly provided in this section. "Mnor political
party" shall mean a political party as defined in section 801(a)
or (b) whose State-wide registration is less than fifteen per
centum of the conbined State-wi de registration for all State-
wi de political parties as of the close of the registration
period i medi ately preceding the nost recent Novenber el ection.
The Secretary of the Commonweal th shall prescribe forms or, if
there is insufficient time, nake appropriate conform ng changes
in existing forms to carry out the purposes of this section.

* %k

Section 6. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 912. 3. Decl arati on of Candi dacy for Noni nati on;

Decl arati on Fees.--(a) In lieu of filing nom nation petitions

under section 907, a candidate for nom nati on or el ecti on nay

seek to have the his or her nane placed on the official ballots
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or ballot |abels by filing a declarati on of candi dacy for

nom nati on and payi ng the declaration fee required under this

section. The decl arati on of candi dacy for nom nati on shal

i nclude the candi date's residence, with street and nunber, if

any, and the candidate's post-office address; the candidate's

election district, including the city, borough, town or township

in which the election district is |ocated; and the nane of the

office for which the individual consents to be a candidate and a

si gned statenent of the candidate's intent to seek noni nati on or

election to the office identified. The decl arati on of candi dacy

for nom nati on shall not be considered conplete unless it is

acconpani ed by a conpl eted candi date affi davit and paynent of

the applicant declaration fee, as foll ows:

(1) President of the United States, the sumof two thousand

dollars ($2,000.00).

(2) United States Senate, the sum of two thousand doll ars

($2, 000.00).

(3) Governor, the sumof two thousand dollars ($2, 000. 00).

(4) Lieutenant Governor, the sum of one thousand doll ars

($1, 000.00).

(5) Treasurer, the sum of one thousand dollars ($1, 000. 00).

(6) Auditor General, the sumof one thousand doll ars

($1, 000.00).

(7)) Attorney CGeneral, the sum of one thousand doll ars

($1, 000.00).

(8) Justice of the Suprene Court, the sum of one thousand

dollars ($1,000.00).

(9) Judge of the Superior Court, the sum of one thousand

dollars ($1,000.00).

(10) Judge of the Commonweal th Court, the sum of one
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t housand dol |l ars ($1, 000. 00).

(11) For any other office to be filled by the vote of the

electors of the State at |large or for any other party office to

be elected by the electors of the State at | arge, the sum of one

t housand dol |l ars ($1, 000. 00).

(12) Representative in Congress, the sum of one thousand

dollars ($1,000.00).

(13) Senator in the General Assenbly, the sumof five

hundred dol | ars ($500. 00).

(14) Representative in the General Assenbly, the sum of

t hree hundred doll ars ($300.00).

(15) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the

electors in counties of the first class at |large, the sum of one

t housand dol |l ars ($1, 000. 00).

(16) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the

el ectors in counties of the second class at | arge, the sum of

five hundred dollars ($500. 00).

(17) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the

electors in cities of the first class at |large, the sum of one

t housand dol |l ars ($1, 000. 00).

(18) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the

electors in counties of the second class A at |arge, the sum of

two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00).

(19) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the

electors in counties of the third class at |arge, the sumof two

hundred fifty dollars ($250.00).

(20) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the

electors in counties of the fourth class at | arge, the sum of

two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00).

(21) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the
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electors in cities of the second class at |arge, the sumof two

hundred fifty dollars ($250.00).

(22) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the

electors in cities of the second class A at |arge, the sum of

one hundred dollars ($100. 00).

(23) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the

electors in cities of the third class at |arge, the sum of one

hundred doll ars ($100. 00).

(24) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the

electors in counties of the fifth class at |arge, the sum of one

hundred doll ars ($100. 00).

(25) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the

electors in counties of the sixth class at |arge, the sum of one

hundred doll ars ($100. 00).

(26) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the

electors in counties of the seventh class at | arge, the sum of

one hundred dollars ($100. 00).

(27) Public or party offices to be filled by a vote of the

electors in counties of the eighth class at | arge, the sum of

one hundred dollars ($100. 00).

(28) Ofice of judge of any court of record other than a

Statewi de court or a court in a county of the first class or

second class, the sumof two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00).

(29) District delegate or alternate district delegate to a

nati onal party convention, the sumof two hundred fifty dollars

(30) WMenber of State conmmittee, the sum of one hundred

dollars ($100.00).

(31) Ofice of district council nmenber in a city of the

first class, the sum of seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00).
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(32) Ofice of district council nmenber in a city of the

second cl ass, the sum of one hundred dollars ($100. 00).

(33) Ofice of magi sterial district judge, the sum of one

hundred doll ars ($100. 00).

(34) Ofice of judge of election, the sumof ten dollars

(35) Inspector of elections, the sumof five dollars

(36) Al other public and party offices, the sumof ten

doll ars ($10.00).

(b) Al npbneys paid on account of declaration fees shall be

transmtted by the county board to the county treasurer and

shal|l become part of the CGeneral Fund. Certified checks or noney

orders in paynment of nomnation filing fees shall be nmnde

payable to the Commonweal th or to the county, as the case nay

be, and shall be transnitted to the State Treasurer or to the

county treasurer and shall beconme part of the General Fund. The

filing fees herein provided for shall not be refunded in the

event of the withdrawal of any candi date naned in any petition,

or for any other cause what soever.

Section 7. Section 913 of the act, anended or added June 28,
1947 (P.L.1055, No.451), August 13, 1963 (P.L.707, No.379),
Decenber 2, 1976 (P.L.1221, No. 269), July 21, 1979 (P.L. 189,
No. 63) and Cctober 8, 2004 (P.L.807, No.97), and repealed in
part Decenber 12, 1984 (P.L.968, No.190), is anended to read:

Section 913. Place and Tinme of Filing Nom nation Petitions

and Decl arations of Candidacy for Nomination; Filing Fees.--(a)

Nomi nation petitions and decl arations of candi dacy for
nom nation in the case of candidates for the office of President

of the United States, United States Senator, Representative in
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Congress and for all State offices, including senators,
representatives and judges of courts of record, for the office
of delegate or alternate delegate to National party conventions,
and for the office of a menber of a State or National commttee,

shall be filed with the Secretary of the Conmonweal t h.

Nomi nation petitions and decl arations of candi dacy for
nonination in all other cases shall be filed with the county

boards of election of the respective counties. Nom nation

petitions and decl arations of candidacy for nonination for

candi dates for any office to be voted for by the electors of any
city, borough, township, ward or school district which is
situate in two or nore counties, shall be filed with the county
board of the county in which the nmajor nunber of the registered
el ectors of such city, borough, township, ward or school

district reside. Imediately after the last day for such

candi dates to withdraw and after they have cast lots for their
position on the ballots or ballot |abels, the said county board
shall certify to the county board of each other county invol ved
a list of the nanes, addresses and occupations of the candi dates

so filing nom nation petitions for each party or decl arati ons of

candi dacy for nonination, together with the order in which their

nanmes are to appear upon the primary ballots or ballot |abels,
and such other county board shall prepare the primary ballots or
ballot |abels to be used in the portion of such city, borough,
townshi p, ward or school district situate in such county
accordingly.

(b.1) Each person filing any nom nation petition shall pay
for each petition, at the tinme of filing, a filing fee to be
determ ned as follows, and no nom nation petition shall be

accepted or filed, unless and until such filing fee is paid by a
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certified check or noney order or also by cash when filed with
the county board. Al noneys paid on account of filing fees
shall be transmtted by the county board to the county treasurer
and shall becone part of the General Fund. Certified checks or
noney orders in paynent of filing fees shall be nmade payable to
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania or to the county, as the case
may be, and shall be transmtted to the State Treasurer or to
the county treasurer and shall becone part of the General Fund.

1. If for the office of President of the United States, or
for any public office to be filled by the electors of the State
at large, the sumof two hundred dollars ($200.00).

2. If for the office of Representative in Congress, the sum
of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00).

3. If for the office of judge of a court of record,
excepting judges to be voted for by the electors of the State at
| arge, the sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00).

4. |If for the offices of Senator or Representative in the
CGeneral Assenbly, for any office to be filled by the electors of
an entire county, for the office of district councilman in a
city of the first class and for any office other than school
district office to be filled by the electors of an entire city,
t he sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00), except as provided in
par agr aph 4. 1.

4.1. If for nonschool board offices for any third class city
official, the sumof twenty-five dollars ($25.00).

6. |If for the office of delegate or alternate delegate to
Nati onal party convention, or nmenber of National comrmttee or
menber of State conmittee, the sumof twenty-five dollars
($25. 00).

7. If for the office of constable, the sumof ten dollars
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($10. 00).

8. If for the office of district councilman in a city of the
second class or the office of district justice, the sumof fifty
dol | ars ($50. 00).

(b.2) Afiling fee shall not be paid for a nom nation
petition for any public office for which no conpensation is
provi ded by law, nor for any nomi nation petition for any public
of ficer in any borough, town or township nor any party officer
except as provided above nor for any nom nation petition for
judge of election or inspector of elections.

(b.3) Afiling fee shall not be charged to any i ndi vi dual

who files a declaration of candi dacy for noni nati on and pays a

declaration fee, inlieu of filing a nom nation petition.

(c) The filing fees herein provided for shall not be
refunded in the event of the withdrawal of any candi date naned

in any petition, or for any other cause whatsoever.

(d) Al nomnation petitions and decl arations of candi dacy

for nom nation shall be filed on or before the tenth Tuesday

prior to the primary.

(e) The office in which a nom nation petition or declaration

of candidacy for nomnation is filed shall issue to the person

filing the nom nation petition or declaration of candidacy for

noni nation a receipt containing the date and tinme of filing, the
name of the candidate and the office for which he is a
candi dat e.

(f) Each person filing any nom nation petition or

decl aration of candidacy for nom nation for public office shal

be given a statenent conposed by the Secretary of the
Commonweal th setting forth his duties under lawto file pre-

el ection and post-el ection canpaign finance reports, and the
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penalties for nonfiling. Each person filing shall also be given
a formto file expenses if the anobunt received or expended or
l[iabilities incurred shall exceed the sumof two hundred fifty
dol lars ($250), and a formcontaining a sworn statenment that the
anount received or expended or liabilities incurred do not
exceed the sumof two hundred fifty dollars ($250), with witten
instructions prepared by the Secretary of the Commonweal t h.
Wthin three weeks after such candidate has filed, the
appropriate supervisor shall mail the sanme fornms and
instructions to such candidate by first class mail.

Petiti ons and decl arati ons of candi dacy for nonination to be

filed in the office of the Secretary of the Comonweal t h shal
be received in said office not later than 5 o' clock P.M on the

| ast day for filing sanme, and all petitions and declarations to

be filed with any county board of elections shall be received in
said office not later than the ordinary closing hour of said
office on the last day for filing sane.

Section 8. Section 914 of the act, anmended July 11, 1980
(P.L.591, No.127), is anended to read:

Section 914. Wthdrawal of Candi dates.--Any of the
candi dates for nom nation or election at any primary nay
wi t hdraw his nane as a candidate by a request in witing, signed
by hi mand acknow edged before an officer enpowered to
adm ni ster oaths, and filed in the office in which his

nom nation petition or declaration of candidacy for nom nation

was filed. Such withdrawals, to be effective, nust be received
in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth not | ater
than 5 o'clock P. M on the fifteenth day next succeeding the

| ast day for filing nom nation petitions and decl arati ons of

candi dacy for nonmination in said office, and in the office of
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any county board of elections, not later than the ordinary
cl osing hour of said office on the fifteenth day next succeedi ng

the last day for filing nom nation petitions and decl arati ons of

candi dacy for nonmination in said office. No name so w t hdrawn

shall be printed on the ballot or ballot |abels. No candidate
may W thdraw any withdrawal notice already received and fil ed,

and thereby reinstate his nom nation petition or declaration of

candi dacy for noni nati on.

Section 9. Section 915 of the act is anmended to read:
Section 915. Casting of Lots for Position of Names Upon the
Primary Ballots or Ballot Labels; Notice to Candi dates. --
ImMmedi ately after the |last day fixed for filing of such

nom nation petitions and decl arations of candi dacy for

nonination with them the Secretary of the Commobnweal th or the
county board, as the case may be, shall fix a day for the
casting of lots, in such nmanner as may be prescribed by the
Secretary of the Commonweal th, or county board, as the case nmay
be, for the position of names upon the primary ballots or ball ot
| abel s. The Secretary of the Conmonweal th shall give at | east

two (2) days notice by nail of said date to all candi dates whose

petitions or declarations of candidacy for nom nati on have been

received and filed in his office, and the county board shal

give at least two (2) days notice of said date by posting
thereof in a conspicuous place in its office, and by publication
once in at | east two newspapers of general circulation published
in the county. Al candi dates nmay appear in person, or by agent
duly authorized by letter of attorney, signed and acknow edged
by an officer enpowered to take acknow edgnents. In the event of
any of said candi dates not being present in person or by

representative at the time of casting of lots, it shall be the
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1 duty of the Secretary of the Commonwealth or the county board,

2 as the case may be, to appoint sone person to represent such

3 absentee. After said |lots are cast, the Secretary of the

4 Commonweal th or the county board, as the case may be, shal

5 accordingly establish the order in which the nanmes of said

6 candidates are to appear upon the primary ballots or ball ot

7 labels, and certify the sane for placing upon the official

8 primary ballots or ballot |abels.

9 Section 10. Section 916 of the act, amended Decenber 22,

10 1971 (P.L.613, No.165), is anmended to read:

11 Section 916. Secretary of the Commonweal th to Furnish County
12 Boards with List of Candidates; Candidates to Be Notified.--The
13 Secretary of the Commobnweal th, as soon as possible after the

14 last day fixed for the filing of nom nation petitions and

15 declarations of candidacy for nonmi nation with him and after the
16 last day for the withdrawal of candidates filing such nom nation
17 petitions and decl arations of candidacy for non nation, and

18 after the candidates shall have cast |ots for the position of

19 their names upon the primary ballots or ballot |abels, shal
20 forward to the county board of each county a correct |ist of
21 candidates of each party for the various offices, in the order
22 in which they are to appear upon the official ballots or ballot
23 labels, with their respective residences, giving city, borough,
24 town or township, and post-office addresses as shown in their
25 affidavits; and shall also at the sane tine notify the said
26 candidates by mail that their nanes have been so certified to
27 said county boards. In the case of each candidate for del egate
28 or alternate delegate to a National party convention, the
29 Secretary of the Commonwealth shall certify as to whether such

30 candidate has included with his affidavit the statenment provided
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for in section 911 of this act and in cases where such candidate
has commtted hinself to a particular presidential preference,
the nane of the presidential candidate to whomhe is commtted.

Section 11. Section 922.1 of the act, added June 2, 1965
(P.L.93, No.63), is anmended to read:

Section 922.1. Setting Aside Nom nations of Candi dates.--
Wth respect to any office that was in existence on the
thirteenth Tuesday before the primary and for which nom nations
were made at the primary [or], by nom nation papers or_ by

decl arati on of candi dacy for nom nati on under section 912. 3,

whenever it shall appear that said office has been abolished in
accordance with any act of assenbly or |egal proceeding, the
county board of elections shall set aside all nom nations nade
for any such office and shall renpbve such office block affected,
if any, fromthe ballots or ballot |abels for the ensuing
Novenber el ecti on.
Section 12. Section 951(a) of the act is anended to read:
Section 951. Nominations by Political Bodies.--(a) In
addition to the party nom nations nade at primaries, nomnation
of candi dates for any public office nay al so be made by
nom nati on papers signed by qualified electors of the State, or
of the electoral district for which the nom nation is nmade, and

filed in the manner herein provided or by filing a declaration

of candi dacy for el ection and payi ng the applicabl e decl arati on

fee under section 952.1. Such nomi nation papers and decl arations

of candidacy for election shall be in formprescribed by the

Secretary of the Comonweal th, and no other forns than the ones

so prescribed shall be used for such purposes.

* * %

Section 13. The act is anended by adding a section to read:
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Secti on 952. 1. Decl arati ons of Candi dacy for El ection.--(a)

The decl arati on of candi dacy for el ecti on authori zed under

section 951 shall include the candidate's resi dence, with street

and nunber, if any, and the candi date's post-office address; the

candi date's election district, including the city, borough, town

or township in which the election district is |ocated; and the

nanme of the office for which the individual consents to be a

candi date and a signed statenent of the candidate's intent to

seek nom nation or election to the office identified. The

decl arati on of candi dacy for el ection shall not be consi dered

conplete unless it is acconpani ed by a conpl eted candi date

affidavit required under subsection (c) and paynment of the

applicabl e declaration fee, deternmned in accordance w th

subsection (b).

(b)Y The dollar anmount of the declaration fee to be paid by

an individual who files a declarati on of candi dacy for el ection

to a public office shall be equal to the m ni num nunber of

signatures of qualified electors that nust be affixed to

nom nati on papers subnmitted on behal f of any individual seeking

nom nation to the sane public office at the sane el ecti on under

secti on 951.

(c) There shall be appended to each decl arati on of candi dacy

for nomnation filed a candidate affidavit stating--(1) the

election district in which the candidate resides; (2) the nane

of the office for which the individual consents to be a

candidate; (3) that the candidate is eligible for such office;

(4) that the candidate will not know ngly violate any provision

of this act, or of any lawrequlating and linmting el ection

expenses, and prohi biting corrupt practices in connection

therewith; (5) that the candi date's nane has not been presented
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as a candi date by nonination petitions for any public office to

be voted for at the ensuing primary el ecti on, nor has the

candi date been nom nated by any ot her nom nati on papers fil ed

for any such office; (6) that in the case where the individua

is a candidate for election at a general or nunicipal election,

the individual was not a regi stered and enroll ed nenber of a

party thirty (30) days before the primary held prior to the

general or nunicipal election in that sane yvear; (7) that, in

the case where the individual is a candidate for election at a

special election, the individual is not a reqgi stered and

enrol |l ed nenber of a party; and (8) that the individual is not a

candi date for an office which the individual already holds, the

termof which is not set to expire in the sane year as the

office subject to the affidavit.

Section 14. Section 953 of the act, anmended or added
Decenber 2, 1976 (P.L.1221, No.269), July 12, 1980 (P.L. 649,
No. 134) and March 3, 1982 (P.L.127, No.42), is anended to read:
Section 953. Place and Tinme of Filing Nom nation Papers and

Decl arati ons of Candi dacy for El ection. --

(a) Nom nation papers and declarations of candi dacy for

election for candidates for presidential electors, United States
Senators, Representatives in Congress, and State offices,

i ncludi ng senators, representatives and judges of courts of
record, shall be filed with the Secretary of the Conmonwealt h.

Nom nation papers and declarations of candidacy for election for

all other candidates shall be filed with the county boards of

el ections of the respective counties. Nom nation papers and

decl arations of candi dacy for election for candi dates for any
office to be voted for by the electors of any city, borough,

townshi p, ward or school district which is situate in two or
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nore counties shall be filed with the county board of the county
in which the maj or nunber of the registered electors of such
city, borough, township, ward or school district reside.

I Mmedi ately after the |ast day for wthdrawal s of candi dates

nom nat ed by nom nation papers or _declarations of candi dacy for

el ection, the said county board shall certify to the county
board of each other county involved a |list of the nanes,
addresses and occupations of the candi dates so noninated to be
voted for in two or nore counties, together with the nanes or
appel l ations of the applicable political bodies [nom nating

t henm .

(b) No nom nation paper shall be circulated prior to the
tenth Wednesday prior to the primary, and no signature shall be
counted unless it bears a date affixed not earlier than the
tenth Wednesday prior to the primary nor |ater than the second

Friday subsequent to the primary.

(c) Al nom nation papers and declarations of candi dacy for
election nust be filed on or before the second Friday subsequent

to the primary.

(d) The office in which a nom nation paper or _declaration of

candi dacy for election is filed shall issue to the person filing

t he nom nati on paper or declaration of candidacy for election a

recei pt containing the date and tinme of filing, the name of the
candi date and the office for which he is a candidate.

(e) For the primary election in the year 1982, the tine
schedul e relating to circulating and filing of nom nating
petitions, filing of objections, and casting of lots for
position on the ballot or ballot |abels for the Ofice of
Representative in Congress shall be delayed twenty-one (21) days

fromthe tinmes otherwi se specified in this act and the tine for
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wi t hdrawal of candidates for such office shall be del ayed
fourteen (14) days fromthe tine otherw se specified in this
act .

Section 15. Section 954 of the act, anended Septenber 11,
1959 (P.L.877, No.351), is anended to read:

Section 954. Filing Fee.--(a) The sane filing fee shall be
pai d for each candi date nom nated by a nom nati on paper as
required in section 913 for the filing of nom nation petitions
by candi dates for nom nation to the sane office. Each nom nation
paper nom nating a candidate or a group of candidates for office
shall be acconpanied by a certified check or noney order drawn
in the proper amount to cover the filing fees for each candi date
nom nated therein but in no case |ess than the sumof five
dol lars ($5.00), and payable to the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
or to the county, as the case may be. All fees so received by
the Secretary of the Conmonweal th or the county el ection board
shall be transmtted to the State Treasurer or to the county
treasurer, as the case nmay be, and shall becone part of the
General Fund.

(b)Y Afiling fee shall not be charged to any indivi dual who

files a declarati on of candi dacy for el ection and pays a

declaration fee, in lieu of filing noni nati on papers.

Section 16. Section 976 of the act, amended July 28, 1941
(P.L.526, No.213) and February 19, 1986 (P.L.29, No.11l) and
repealed in part April 28, 1978 (P.L.202, No. 53), is anended to
read:

Secti on 976. Exam nati on of Nom nation Petitions,

Certificates [and], Papers, Declarations; Return of Rejected

Nomi nation Petitions, Certificates [and], Papers, Declarations

of Candi dacy for Nonmi nati on and Decl arati ons of Candi dacy f or
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El ection.--Wen any nom nation petition, nomnation certificate

[or], nom nation paper, declaration of candidacy for nonination

or declaration of candidacy for election is presented in the

office of the Secretary of the Commonweal th or of any county
board of elections for filing within the period limted by this
act, it shall be the duty of the said officer or board to

exam ne the sane. No nom nation petition, nom nation paper [or],

nom nation certificate, declaration of candi dacy for nom nati on

or declaration of candidacy for election shall be permtted to

be filed if--(a) it contains material errors or defects apparent
on the face thereof, or on the face of the appended or

acconpanyi ng affidavits; or (b) in the case of a nonination

petition, non nati on paper or noni nation certificate, it

contains material alterations made after signing wthout the

consent of the signers; or (c) in the case of a nom nation

petiti on, noni nati on paper or nonmi nation certificate, it does

not contain a sufficient nunber of signatures as required by

| aw; Provided, however, That the Secretary of the Comobnweal th
or the county board of elections, although not hereby required
so to do, nmay question the genui neness of any signature or
signatures appearing thereon, and if he or it shall thereupon
find that any such signature or signatures are not genui ne, such
signature or signatures shall be disregarded in determning

whet her the nom nation petition, nom nation paper or nom nation
certificate contains a sufficient nunber of signatures as
required by law, or (d) in the case of nom nation petitions or

decl arati ons of candi dacy for nomi nation, if nom nation

petitions have been filed or _a declaration of candidacy for

nonm nation has been filed for printing the nane of the sane

person for the sanme office, except the office of judge of a
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court of common pleas, the Philadel phia Minicipal Court or the
Traffic Court of Philadel phia, or the office of school director
in districts where that office is elective or the office of

justice of the peace upon the official ballot of nore than one
political party; or (e) in the case of nom nation papers or

decl arati ons of candi dacy for election, if the candi date naned

therein has filed a nom nation petition or a declaration of

candi dacy for nonination for any public office for the ensuing

primary, or has been nom nated for any such office by nom nation
papers previously filed; or (f) if the nom nation petitions or
papers are not acconpanied by the filing fee or certified check

required for said office; or (f.1) if the declaration of

candi dacy for nomi nati on or the declarati on of candi dacy for

el ection is not acconpani ed by the required decl arati on fee as

deternm ned under section 912.3 or 952.1; or (g) in the case of

nom nati on papers or_a declaration of candidacy for el ection,

the appellation set forth therein is identical with or
deceptively simlar to the words used by any existing party or
by any political body which has already filed nom nation papers

or by any candi date who has filed a decl arati on of candi dacy for

election for the sanme office, or if the appellation set forth
therein contains part of the name, or an abbreviation of the
name or part of the name of an existing political party, or of a
political body which has already filed nom nation papers for the
same office. The invalidity of any sheet of a nom nation
petition or nom nation paper shall not affect the validity of
such petition or paper if a sufficient petition or paper renmains
after elimnating such invalid sheet. The action of said officer

or board in refusing to receive and file any such nom nati on

petition, certificate [or], paper, declaration of candidacy for
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nonm nation or declaration of candidacy for election may be

reviewed by the court upon an application to conpel its
reception as of the date when it was presented to the office of
such officer or board: Provided, however, That said officer or
board shall be entitled to a reasonable tine in which to exam ne

any petitions, certificates [or], papers, declarations of

candi dacy for nom nati on or decl arati ons of candi dacy for

therein, or the persons presenting said petitions, certificates
or papers, and his or their retention of sane for the purpose of
maki ng such exam nation or interrogation shall not be construed
as an acceptance or filing.

Upon conpl etion of any exami nation, if any nom nation

petition, certificate [or], paper, declaration of candidacy for

nom nati on or decl arati on of candi dacy for election is found to

be defective, it shall forthwith be rejected and returned to the
candi date or one of the candi dates nanmed therein, together with
a statenent of the reasons for such rejection:

Provided further, That no nom nation petition, nom nation

paper [or], nom nation certificate, declaration of candidacy for

nom nati on or decl arati on of candi dacy for el ection shall be

permtted to be filed, if the political party or political body
referred to therein shall be conposed of a group of electors
whose purposes or ains, or one of whose purposes or ains, is the
est abl i shnment, control, conduct, seizure or overthrow of the
Government of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania or the United
States of America by the use of force, violence, mlitary
nmeasure or threats of one or nore of the foregoing. The
authority to reject such nom nation petition, paper [or],

certificate, declarati on of candi dacy for nomn nation or
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decl arati on of candidacy for election for this reason shall,

when filed with the Secretary of the Conmonweal th, be vested in
a commttee conposed of the Governor, the Attorney General and
the Secretary of the Conmonweal th, and when filed with any
county board of elections shall be vested in such board. If in
such case the commttee or board, as the case may be, shal
concl ude that the acceptance of such nom nation petition, paper

[or], certificate, declaration of candi dacy for nom nation or

decl arati on of candi dacy for el ection should be refused, it

shall within two days of the filing of such nom nation petition,

paper [or], certificate, declaration of candidacy for nom nation

or declaration of candidacy for election fix a place and a tine

five days in advance for hearing the matter, and notice thereof
shall be given to all parties affected thereby. At the tinme and
pl ace so fixed the commttee or board, as the case nay be, shal
hear testinony, but shall not be bound by technical rules of

evi dence. The testinony presented shall be stenographically
recorded and nmade a part of the record of the commttee or
board. Wthin two days after such hearing the commttee or
board, if satisfied upon conpetent evidence that the said

nom nation petition, paper [or], certificate, declaration of

candi dacy for nom nati on or decl arati on of candi dacy for

election is not entitled to be accepted and filed, it shal
announce its decision and inmediately notify the parties
affected thereby. Failure to announce decision within two days
after such hearing shall be conclusive that such nom nation

petition, paper [or], certificate, declaration of candidacy for

nom nati on or decl arati on of candi dacy for el ecti on has been

accepted and filed. The decision of said comrittee or board in

refusing to accept and file such nom nation petition, paper
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[or], certificate, declaration of candi dacy for nom nation or

decl aration of candidacy for election nay be reviewed by the

court upon an application to conpel its reception as of the date
when presented to the Secretary of the Commonweal th or such
board. The application shall be made within two days of the tine
when such decision is announced. |f the application is properly
made, any judge of said court may fix a tine and place for
hearing the matter in dispute, of which notice shall be served
with a copy of said application upon the Secretary of the
Commonweal th or the county board of elections, as the case may
be. At the time so fixed, the court, or any judge thereof
assigned for the purpose, shall hear the case de novo. If after
such hearing the said court shall find that the decision of the
conmittee or the board was erroneous, it shall issue its mandate
to the cormttee or board to correct its decision and to accept
and file the nom nation paper, petition [or], certificate,

decl arati on of candi dacy for nom nati on or decl arati on of

candi dacy for election. From any decision of the court an appeal

may be taken within two days after the entry thereof. It shal

be the duty of the said court to fix the hearing and to announce
its decision within such period of time as will permt the
Secretary of the Comonweal th or the county board of el ections
to permt the names of the candidates affected by the court's
decision to be printed on the ballot, if the court should so
det er m ne.

Section 17. Section 977 of the act, anended February 13,
1998 (P.L.72, No.18) and repealed in part April 28, 1978
(P.L.202, No.53), is anended to read:

Section 977. (Objections to Nom nation Petitions and Papers,

and Declarations.--Al nom nation petitions and papers, and al
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decl arati ons of candi dacy for nonm nati on and decl arati ons of

candi dacy for election received and filed within the periods

l[imted by this act shall be deenmed to be valid, unless, within
seven days after the last day for filing said nom nation

petition [or], paper or declaration, a petition is presented to

the court specifically setting forth the objections thereto, and

praying that the said petition [or], paper or declaration of

candi dacy be set aside. A copy of said petition shall, within

said period, be served on the officer or board with whom said

nom nation petition [or], paper, or declaration of candi dacy was

filed. Upon the presentation of such a petition, the court shal
make an order fixing a tinme for hearing which shall not be |ater
than ten days after the last day for filing said nom nation

petition [or], paper, or declaration of candi dacy, and

speci fying the tinme and manner of notice that shall be given to

t he candi date or candi dates naned in the nom nation petition

[or], paper, or declaration of candi dacy sought to be set aside.
On the day fixed for said hearing, the court shall proceed

wi t hout delay to hear said objections, and shall give such
heari ng precedence over other business before it, and shal
finally determne said natter not later than fifteen (15) days
after the last day for filing said nom nation petitions or
papers. If the court shall find that said nom nation petition

[or], paper, or declaration of candidacy is defective under the

provi sions of section 976, or, in the case of a nom nation

petiti on or paper, does not contain a sufficient nunber of

genui ne signatures of electors entitled to sign the sane under
the provisions of this act, or was not filed by persons entitled
to file the same, it shall be set aside. If the objections

relate to material errors or defects apparent on the face of the
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nom nation petition [or], paper, or declaration of candidacy,

the court, after hearing, may, in its discretion, permt
anmendnents within such tinme and upon such terns as to paynent of
costs, as the said court may specify. In case any such petition
is dismssed, the court shall make such order as to the paynent
of the costs of the proceedings, including witness fees, as it
shall deemjust. If a person shall sign any nom nation petitions
or papers for a greater nunber of candidates than he is
permtted under the provisions of this act, if said signatures
bear the sane date, they shall, upon objections filed thereto,
not be counted on any petition or paper and if they bear
different dates, they shall be counted in the order of their
priority of date, for only so many persons as there are

candi dates to be nom nated or elected. The office of the

Prot honotary of the Conmonwealth Court and the office of the
Secretary of the Commonweal th and the various offices of

prot honotary of the court of conmon pleas shall be open between
the hours of eight-thirty o'clock AM and five o' clock P.M on
the last day to withdraw after filing nom nation petitions and
on the last day to file objections to nom nation petitions.

Section 18. Section 978.1 of the act, anended August 13,
1963 (P.L.707, No. 379) and repealed in part April 28, 1978
(P.L.202, No.53), are anended to read:

Section 978.1. Vacancy in Party Nom nation by Failure to Pay
Filing Fee or for Failure to File Loyalty QGath.--(a) Every
person nonminated at any primary el ection as the candi date of any
political party for any office, other than a borough, town,

t ownshi p, school district or poor district office, or the office
of justice of the peace, or constable, who has not paid the

filing fee required by section nine hundred thirteen of this
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act, as amended, for the filing of a nom nation petition for
such office, or who has not filed the loyalty oath required by
section 14, act of Decenber 22, 1951 (P.L.1726), known as the

"Pennsyl vani a Loyalty Act,"” as |ast anmended June 19, 1961
(P.L.446), shall pay the amount of such fee to and file such
oath with the Secretary of the Commonweal th, or the county board
of elections, as the case may be, at |east eighty-five (85) days
previous to the day of the general or nunicipal election at

whi ch such candi date's name woul d appear on the ballot.

(b)Y Any candi date whose decl arati on of candi dacy for

nom nati on or decl arati on of candi dacy for el ecti on has been

accepted by the Secretary or the county board under section 976,

who has not filed the loyalty oath required by section 14 of the

act of Decenber 22, 1951 (P.L.1726, No.463), known as the

"Pennsyl vani a Loyalty Act," shall file such oath with the

Secretary of the Commpnweal th, or the county board of el ections,

as the case may be, at | east eighty-five (85) days previous to

the day of the general or municipal election at which such

candi date's name woul d appear on the ball ot.

(c) Failure to pay such fee or file such oath within the
time herein prescribed shall result in a vacancy in such party
nom nati on. Such vacancy shall be filled in the manner
herei nafter provided for the filling of such vacanci es happeni ng
by reason of the death or w thdrawal of any candi date.

Section 19. Section 983 of the act is anended to read:

Section 983. Preservation of Nom nation Petitions,

Certificates and Papers and Declarations.--All nom nation

petitions, certificates [and], papers, declarations of candi dacy

for nom nati on and decl arati ons of candi dacy for el ection shall

be preserved in the offices where they have been filed for a
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1 period of at |least two years.

2 Section 20. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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