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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2705 %%
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AN ACT
Providing for instruction of donestic viol ence awareness for
health care professionals licensed or certified by the

Commonweal th or governed by the State Board of Medicine,

State Board of Osteopathic Medicine or State Board of

Nur si ng.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Donestic
Vi ol ence Awar eness Conti nui ng Medi cal Educati on Act.

Section 2. Biennial relicensure and recertification.

(a) Requirenents.--The appropriate |icensing board shal
require physicians, certified nurse practitioners, registered
nurses, licensed practical nurses, nurse aides and assistants or
any other health care professional licensed or certified by the
Commonweal th or governed by the State Board of Medicine, State

Board of Osteopathic Medicine or State Board of Nursing to

conpl ete a one hour continuing medi cal education course,
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approved by the appropriate licensing board, on donestic

vi ol ence awareness as part of the biennial relicensure or
recertification as defined under section 25(b) of the act of
Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112), known as the Medi cal
Practice Act of 1985. The course shall consist of information on
donestic viol ence, the inpact of domestic violence on patients'
heal th, the nunber of patients in that professional's practice
who are likely to be victins of donmestic violence and the nunber
who are likely to be perpetrators of donestic violence,
screeni ng procedures for determ ning whether a patient has any
hi story of being either a victimor a perpetrator of domestic

vi ol ence and instruction on how to provide the patients with
information and referrals to resources in the | ocal community,
such as donestic violence prograns and advocacy groups that
provi de |l egal aid, shelters, victimcounseling, batterer

i ntervention services or counseling for children.

(b) Confirmation.--Each |licensee or certificate hol der shal
submt confirmation of having conpleted the required course on a
form provi ded by the appropriate |icensing board when submtting
fees for each biennial renewal.

(c) Alternative courses.--The appropriate |licensing board
may approve additional equival ent courses, which shall contain
all of the required el enents specified under subsection (a),
that may be used to satisfy the requirenents of this section.
Each licensing board that requires a |icensee to conplete an
education course under this subsection may include the hours
required for conpletion of the course in the total hours of
conti nui ng nmedi cal education required by |aw for the profession.

(d) Miltiple licenses.--Any person holding two or nore

| icenses subject to the provisions of this act shall be
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permtted to show proof of having taken one board-approved
course on donestic viol ence awareness for purposes of
relicensure or recertification for additional |icenses.

(e) Failure to conply.--Failure to conply with the
requi renents of this section shall constitute grounds for
di sci plinary action under each respective practice act. In
addition to discipline by the appropriate |Iicensing board, the
Iicensee or certificate holder shall be required to conplete the
course set forth under subsection (a).

Section 3. Initial licensure and certification.

(a) Board requirenents.--The appropriate |icensing board
shall also require, as a condition of granting a license in this
Commonweal t h, that each applicant for initial licensure by the
appropriate |licensing board conpl ete an educational course
acceptable to the board on donestic violence awareness which is
substantially equivalent to the course required under section
2(a).

(b) Conpliance.--An applicant who has not taken the course
at the time of licensure shall, upon subm ssion of an affidavit
showi ng good cause, be granted six nonths to conplete the
requirenent.

Section 4. Reporting.

Each licensing board shall report to the Departnment of State,
the chair of the Public Health and Welfare Commttee of the
Senate and the chair of the Health and Human Services Comm ttee
of the House of Representatives by July 1 of each year as to the
i npl enentation of and conpliance with the requirenents of this
act .

Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 120 days.
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