PRINTER S NO. 3984

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 20635 %%

| NTRODUCED BY READSHAW CARROLL, COHEN, DALEY, KORTZ, KULA,

MARKGOSEK, PAYNE, PETRONE, WAGNER, WALKO, WOJNARCSKI AND
YOUNGBLOOD, JUNE 18, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, JUNE 18, 2008
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1968 (P.L.237, No.111), entitled

"An act specifically authorizing collective bargaining

bet ween policenen and firenmen and their public enployers;
providing for arbitration in order to settle disputes, and
requiring conpliance with coll ective bargai ning agreenents
and findings of arbitrators,” extending all collective
bar gai ni ng provisions to nenbers of the Bureau of Energency
Medi cal Services in cities of the second cl ass.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title and sections 1, 2, 4, 5, 7 and 8 of the

act of June 24, 1968 (P.L.237, No.111), referred to as the
Pol i cemen and Firenen Col |l ective Bargaining Act, are amended to

r ead:

AN ACT

Specifically authorizing collective bargai ni ng between policenen

[and firenen], firenmen, nmenbers of the Bureau of Energency

Medi cal Services in cities of the second class and their

public enployers; providing for arbitration in order to

settle disputes, and requiring conpliance with collective



bar gai ni ng agreenents and findings of arbitrators.
Section 1. Policenen or firenmen enployed by a political
subdi vi si on of the Conmonweal th or by the Comobnweal th and

menbers of the Bureau of Energency Medical Services in cities of

t he second class shall, through | abor organizations or other

representatives designated by fifty percent or nore of such
policenmen or firemen, have the right to bargain collectively
with their public enployers concerning the terns and conditions
of their enploynent, including conpensation, hours, working
conditions, retirenment, pensions and other benefits, and shal
have the right to an adjustnent or settlenment of their
gri evances or disputes in accordance with the terns of this act.
Section 2. It shall be the duty of public enployers and

their policenen and firenmen enpl oyes and nenbers of the Bureau

of Energency Medical Services in cities of the second class to

exert every reasonable effort to settle all disputes by engagi ng
in collective bargaining in good faith and by entering into
settlenents by way of witten agreenents and naintaining the
sane.

Section 4. (a) |If in any case of a dispute between a public

enpl oyer and its policenen or firenen enployes and nenbers of

the Bureau of Energency Medical Services in cities of the second

stalemate, or if the appropriate |awraki ng body does not approve
t he agreenent reached by collective bargaining, with the result
that said enployers and enpl oyes are unable to effect a
settlenent, then either party to the dispute, after witten
notice to the other party containing specifications of the issue
or issues in dispute, may request the appointnent of a board of

arbitration.
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For purposes of this section, an inpasse or stal emate shal
be deemed to occur in the collective bargaining process if the
parties do not reach a settlenent of the issue or issues in
di spute by way of a witten agreement within thirty days after
col | ective bargai ning proceedi ngs have been initiated.

In the case of disputes involving political subdivisions of
t he Commonweal th, the agreenment shall be deenmed not approved
within the neaning of this section if it is not approved by the
appropriate | awraki ng body within one nonth after the agreenent
is reached by way of collective bargaining.

In the case of disputes involving the Comobnweal th, the
agreenent shall be deemed not approved within the neaning of
this section if it is not approved by the Legislature within six
nont hs after the agreenent is reached by way of collective
bar gai ni ng.

(b) The board of arbitration shall be conposed of three
persons, one appoi nted by the public enployer, one appointed by

t he body of policenmen [or firenen], firenmen or nenbers of the

Bur eau of Energency Medical Services in cities of the second

class involved, and a third nmenber to be agreed upon by the

publ i c enpl oyer and such policenen [or], firemen or nenbers of

the Bureau of Energency Medical Services in cities of the second

cl ass. The menbers of the board representing the public enpl oyer

and the policenen [or firenmen], firenen or nenbers of the Bureau

of Energency Medical Services in cities of the second cl ass

shall be named within five days fromthe date of the request for
t he appoi ntment of such board. If, after a period of ten days
fromthe date of the appointnent of the two arbitrators

appoi nted by the public enployer and by the policenen [or

firemen], firenmen or nenbers of the Bureau of Energency Medica
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Services in cities of the second class, the third arbitrator has

not been selected by them then either arbitrator may request
the American Arbitration Association, or its successor in
function, to furnish a list of three nmenbers of said association
who are residents of Pennsylvania fromwhich the third
arbitrator shall be selected. The arbitrator appointed by the
public enployer shall elimnate one nane fromthe list within
five days after publication of the list, follow ng which the

arbitrator appointed by the policenen [or firemen], firenen or

menbers of the Bureau of Energency Medical Services in cities of

the second class shall elimnate one nane fromthe list within

five days thereafter. The individual whose nanme remains on the
list shall be the third arbitrator and shall act as chairman of
t he board of arbitration. The board of arbitration thus
establ i shed shall commence the arbitration proceedings within
ten days after the third arbitrator is selected and shall make
its determination within thirty days after the appoi ntment of
the third arbitrator.

Section 5. Notice by the policenen [or firemen], firenen or

menbers of the Bureau of Energency Medical Services in cities of

the second cl ass i nvol ved under section 4 shall, in the case of

di sputes involving the Conmonweal th, be served upon the
Secretary of the Commonweal th and, in the case of disputes
i nvol ving political subdivisions of the Conmonweal th, shall be
served upon the head of the governing body of the | ocal
governmental unit involved.

Section 7. (a) The determnation of the mpjority of the
board of arbitration thus established shall be final on the
i ssue or issues in dispute and shall be binding upon the public

enpl oyer and the policenen [or firenmen], firenen or nenbers of
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the Bureau of Energency Medical Services in cities of the second

class involved. Such determ nation shall be in witing and a
copy thereof shall be forwarded to both parties to the dispute.
No appeal therefromshall be allowed to any court. Such

determ nation shall constitute a mandate to the head of the
political subdivision which is the enployer, or to the
appropriate officer of the Coonmonwealth if the Conmmonwealth is
the enpl oyer, with respect to matters which can be renedi ed by
adm ni strative action, and to the | awraki ng body of such
political subdivision or of the Commonwealth with respect to
matters which require legislative action, to take the action
necessary to carry out the determ nation of the board of
arbitration.

(b) Wth respect to matters which require |legislative action
for inplenmentation, such | egislation shall be enacted, in the
case of the Commonwealth, within six nonths follow ng
publication of the findings, and, in the case of a political
subdi vi si on of the Conmonwealth, within one nonth follow ng
publication of the findings. The effective date of any such
| egi slation shall be the first day of the fiscal year follow ng
the fiscal year during which the legislation is thus enacted.

Section 8. The conpensation, if any, of the arbitrator

appoi nted by the policenen [or firenmen], firenen or nenbers of

the Bureau of Energency Medical Services in cities of the second

class shall be paid by them The conpensation of the other two
arbitrators, as well as all stenographic and ot her expenses
incurred by the arbitration panel in connection with the
arbitration proceedi ngs, shall be paid by the political
subdi vi sion or by the Commonweal th, as the case may be.

Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2009.
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