PRINTER S NO. 3802

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2553 %%

| NTRODUCED BY GALLOMY, MELI O RANMALEY, JAMES, SAYLOR, MAHONEY,

PARKER, GOCDMAN, PASHI NSKI, SIPTROTH, MOYER, BI SHOP
REI CHLEY, SWANGER, MURT AND GERBER, MAY 20, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
MAY 20, 2008

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 7, 1982 (P.L.784, No.225),
entitled, as anended, "An act relating to dogs, regulating

t he keepi ng of dogs; providing for the |licensing of dogs and

kennel s; providing for the protection of dogs and the
detention and destruction of dogs in certain cases;

regul ating the sale and transportation of dogs; declaring
dogs to be personal property and the subject of theft;
provi di ng for the abandonnent of animals; providing for the

assessnment of danmages done to animals; providing for paynent

of danmages by the Commonwealth in certain cases and the
liability of the owner or keeper of dogs for such damages;
i nposi ng powers and duties on certain State and | ocal

of ficers and enpl oyees; providing penalties; and creating a

Dog Law Restricted Account,"” further providing for
construction of article relating to dangerous dogs.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 507-A of the act of Decenber 7, 1982
(P.L.784, No.225), known as the Dog Law, added May 31, 1990
(P.L.213, No.46), is anended to read:

Section 507-A. Construction of article.

(a) Enforcenent.--This article shall be enforced by al

muni ci palities except counties unless otherw se provided by
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ordi nance in accordance with subsection (c).

(b) Abusive or unlawful conduct of victim--This article
shall not apply if the threat, injury or danage was sustai ned by
a person who, at the tine, was commtting a willful trespass or
other tort upon the prem ses occupied by the owner of the dog,
or was tornenting, abusing or assaulting the dog or has, in the
past, been observed or reported to have tornented, abused or
assaul ted the dog, or was commtting or attenpting to conmt a
crime.

(c) Local ordinances.-- [Those provisions of |ocal
ordi nances relating to dangerous dogs are hereby abrogated. A
| ocal ordinance otherw se dealing with dogs nay not prohibit or

otherwise limt a specific breed of dog.] This act shall not

super sede or preclude the adopti on of any nuni ci pal ordi nance

appli cabl e to danger ous dogs.

(d) Insurance coverage discrimnation.--No liability policy
or surety bond issued pursuant to this act or any other act nmay
prohi bit coverage fromany specific breed of dog.

(e) Farmdogs.--No farmer who owns a dog kept on the farm
shall be guilty of keeping a dangerous dog if:

(1) the dog does not |eave the farmproperty to attack;
and

(2) the farmis conspicuously posted alerting visitors
to the presence of a watch or guard dog at all points of

i ngress and egress.

(f) Procedure in certain cities.--[In] Unless otherw se

provi ded by ordi nance i n accordance with subsection (c), in

cities of the first class, second class and second class A, the
foll ow ng procedure shall apply:

(1) A person who has been attacked by a dog, or anyone
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on behal f of such person, or a person whose donestic ani nal
has been killed or injured wi thout provocation while the
attacki ng dog was off the owner's property or a police

of ficer or an animal control officer enployed by or under
contract with the city may nake a conplaint before a district
justice, charging the owner or keeper of such a dog with

har bori ng a dangerous dog. The district justice shall make a
report of the determ nation under section 502-A(a) to the
police or an animal control officer enployed by or under
contract with the city and to the Bureau of Dog Law

Enf orcenent. The Bureau of Dog Law Enforcenent shall give
notice of this determination to the respective city
treasurer.

(2) Al fees and fines shall be paid to and retained by
the city treasurers, who shall issue the certificate of
regi stration.

(3) Enforcenent of this article in these cities will be
under the jurisdiction of the local police or an ani nmal
control officer enployed by or under contract with the city
with notification requirenents in section 503-A(d)(2) to be
made to the licensing authority and the |ocal police or an
animal control officer enployed by or under contract with the
city.

(4) Copies of all dangerous dog determ nations,
certificates and reports on the status of the dangerous dog
shall be sent to the Bureau of Dog Law Enforcenent.

(5) Al known incidents of dog attacks shall be reported
to the departnment for the purpose of keeping bite statistic
records and possi bl e rabi es exposure.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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