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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 24065 %%

I NTRODUCED BY SHAPI RO, BELFANTI, BENNI NGION, BI SHOP, BRENNAN
COHEN, CREI GHTON, DeLUCA, FABRI ZI O FRANKEL, FREENAN,
GALLOMAY, GERCELY, d NGRI CH, HARHAI, HARKI NS, HENNESSEY,
JAMES, KORTZ, KULA, LEACH, MAHONEY, M GEEHAN, Ml LHATTAN,
Mol LVAINE SM TH, MYERS, M O BRI EN, PARKER, PAYTQON, QU NN
READSHAW SI PTROTH, K. SM TH, SONNEY, THOVAS, WHEATLEY,

J. VH TE, WOINARCSKI AND YOUNGBLOCD, APRIL 15, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
APRI L 15, 2008
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 23, 1956 (1955 P.L. 1510, No.500),
entitled, as anended, "An act providing for the prevention
and control of comuni cabl e and non- comuni cabl e di seases
i ncl udi ng venereal diseases, fixing responsibility for
di sease prevention and control, requiring reports of
di seases, and authorizing treatnment of venereal diseases, and
providing for premarital and prenatal bl ood tests; anending,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts,” providing for prenatal H V-rel ated
testing.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of April 23, 1956 (1955 P.L. 1510,
No. 500), known as the Di sease Prevention and Control Law of
1955, is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 13.1. Prenatal H V-rel ated Testing. - -

(a) The provisions of section 5 of the act of Novenber 29,

1990 (P.L.585, No.148), known as the "Confidentiality of H V-

Rel ated I nformati on Act," notw thstandi ng, every physici an who
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attends, treats or exani nes any pregnant wonan for conditi ons

relating to pregnancy, during the period of gestation or at

delivery, shall take or cause to be taken, unless the wonan

di ssents, a sanple of blood fromthe wonan at the tine of first

exam nation, or within fifteen days, and shall subnit the sanple

to an approved | aboratory for an approved H V-rel ated test. Al

ot her persons pernmitted by law to attend pregnant wonen, but not

permitted by law to take bl ood sanples, shall, unless the wonan

di ssents, cause a sanple of the bl ood of every pregnant wonan

attended by themto be taken by a physician |licensed to practice

in this Commonwealth and submt it to an approved | aboratory for

an approved H V-related test. In the event of dissent, it shal

be the duty of the physician to explain to the pregnant wonan

the desirability of the test. The H V-rel ated test required by

this section shall be nmade, wi thout charge by the departnent,

upon the request of the physician subnmtting the sanple, if the

physi ci an subnmts a certificate that the patient is unable to

pay.

(b) In reporting every birth and fetal death, physicians and

others required to nake the reports shall state in the nedical

record whether or not the H V-related test required by this

section was nade. |If the test was nade, the date of the test

shall be given. |If the test was not nade, it shall be stated

whether it was not made because, in the opinion of the

physi ci an, the test was not advi sabl e or because the wonan

di ssented. |If the wonan di ssents, her refusal shall be

docunented in her nedical record.

(c) A newborn whose nother has received a positive test

result for HV shall be tested for H V, unl ess the nother
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(d) Testing conducted pursuant to this section shall conply

with the quidelines set forth by the Centers for D sease Control

Gynecol ogi sts for hunman i nmunodefi ci ency virus testing.
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3 and Prevention and the Anerican College of Cbstetricians_and
4
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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