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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2373 %"

| NTRODUCED BY CASORI O, WOINAROSKI, COHEN, EACHUS, BEYER, BUXTON,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CARROLL, FRANKEL, GODSHALL, GOCDAN,
GRUCELA, HARHAI, KESSLER, KORTZ, KOTIK, KULA, MAHONEY, MANN,
MOYER, MJURT, MYERS, M O BRI EN, PALLONE, READSHAW REl CHLEY,
SCAVELLO, K SMTH, J. WH TE, YOUNGBLOGOD, BI ANCUCC
SI PTROTH, BOBACK AND CONKLI N, MARCH 17, 2008

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 17, 2008
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” requiring school districts to devel op
a bullying and student intimdation prevention plan.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 1303. 1-A. Bul | yvi ng and Student Intimdation

Preventi on Plan.--(a) Each school district in this Commonweal th

shal | devel op a conprehensi ve and coordi nated bul |l yi ng and

student intinmdati on prevention plan relevant to the specific

needs of the district and drawi ng on existing State and

community resources with the goal to create a safe acadeni ¢ and

soci al environnent while assuring that appropriate procedures
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are in place to deal with crisis situations.

(b)Y The bullying and student intimdati on prevention pl an

shoul d i ncl ude both preventati ve and responsi ve neasures and

prograns to address bullying and student intim dation in order

to elimnate nunerous student safety risk factors and reduce the

occurrence of school viol ence.

(c) Wthin three nonths of the effective date of this

section, each school district shall subnmt a bullying and

student intinmdati on prevention plan to the Departnent of

Educati on. The school board of a district nust review and

approve its plan before the plan nay be subnmtted to the

departnent. Any revisions to the original plan subnmtted to the

departnent shall be approved by the school board prior to

subm ssion to the departnent. Any school district which has a

preexi sting bullying and student intinm dati on preventi on pl an

adopted by the school board may subnit the plan to the

depart nent.

(d) The bullying and student intimdati on preventi on pl an,

and any subsequent revisions to the original plan, shall be nade

avai |l able for public inspection in the school district offices

for at | east 30 days prior to its approval by the school board.

(e) At the begi nning of each school vyear, students shall be

furni shed with an updated copy of the bullying and student

intimdati on preventi on pl an adopted by the school board. Copies

shall al so be nade avail able to adnini strators, parents and

teachers within the district.

(f) A school district which fails to conply with this

section shall be ineligible for rei nbursenent under Article XXV

until it establishes conpliance.

(d) |In developing its plan, a district nay utilize the
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exi sting resources and expertise of the Ofice for Safe School s

establi shed by the departnent pursuant to section 1302-A. The

departnent, through the O fice for Safe Schools, shall devel op

and nake avail able to school districts npdel bullying and

already offered in this Commponweal th and t hroughout the United

St at es.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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