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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2298 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY DePASQUALE, HORNANAN, GALLOWMY, BEAR, BENN NGTON
BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE, CARROLL, CRUZ, CUTLER, DALEY, GOCDVAN
HARHAI , HARRI' S, MAHONEY, MANN, Ml LVAINE SM TH, MELI G
PETRONE, READSHAW REED, ROAE, RUBLEY, SIPTROTH, K. SM TH,
M SM TH, TRUE AND YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 10, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMVENT, MARCH 10, 2008
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AN ACT

Provi ding for banning of polling by Commobnweal t h agenci es; and
i nposing a penalty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Commonweal t h
Pol 1'i ng Ban Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmonweal th agency.” Any of the follow ng:

(1) The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General,

Audi tor General, State Treasurer and the departnents,

of fices, boards, bureaus, authorities, comm ssions and ot her

agenci es of the executive branch of the Commonweal t h, whet her
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or not subject to the supervision and control of the
Gover nor

(2) The legislative branch of the Commonweal t h.

(3) Any court and any office of the unified judicial

system of the Commonweal t h.

"Polling." Any survey or inquiry into public opinion
conducted by mail, tel ephone or in person or through witten or
el ectronic medi uns for the purpose of collecting data or
conducting an eval uati on.

Section 3. Polling ban.

(a) Prohibited activity.--No Comobnweal th agency may conduct
pol ling nor pay for such activity with Commonweal t h funds,
enpl oyees or property, both real estate and materials, directly
or by contract.

(b) Reporting.--A Commonweal th agency enpl oyee and el ect ed
official with know edge of a violation of subsection (a) shal
file a conplaint regarding such activity with the State Ethics
Conmi ssi on.

Section 4. Exenptions.

The followi ng polling activity is exenpt fromthe provisions
of this act:

(1) Evaluations required by | aw of existing or proposed

Commonweal t h agency progranms and servi ces.

(2) Evaluations of Commopnweal th agenci es conduct ed
internally or by other Comonweal th agenci es where the

eval uations are released to the public.

(3) Polling by enpl oyees and nenbers of the CGeneral

Assenbly of constituents residing within a nmenber's

| egislative district, provided the information is nmade

avai lable to the public and the polling is not paid for with
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1 Commonweal t h funds.

2 Section 5. Penalties.

3 (a) Reinbursenent.--Comonweal th agency enpl oyees or el ected
4 officials found by the State Ethics Conm ssion to have engaged
5 in prohibited activity under section 3(a) shall reinburse the
6 agency for the full amount of the cost of the polling.

7 (b) Penalty.--Penalties for violations of this act by

8 Commonweal t h agency enpl oyees or elected officials shall be

9 admnistered pursuant to 65 Pa.C. S. 8§ 1109(a) (relating to
10 penalties).
11 Section 6. Effective date.
12 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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