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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2137 %5

| NTRODUCED BY KI LLI ON, BARRAR, BRENNAN, CLYMER, CURRY, FRANKEL,

G NG&RI CH, HARPER, HENNESSEY, HORNAMAN, LENTZ, MOYER, SONNEY
AND YOUNGBLOOD, DECEMBER 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE

DECEMBER 18, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112),

entitled "An act relating to the right to practice nedicine
and surgery and the right to practice nedically related acts;
reestablishing the State Board of Medical Education and

Li censure as the State Board of Medicine and providing for
its conmposition, powers and duties; providing for the

i ssuance of licenses and certificates and the suspension and
revocation of licenses and certificates; providing penalties;
and making repeals,” further providing for definitions; and
providing for regulation of genetic counsel ors.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2 of the act of Decenber 20, 1985

(P.L.457, No.112), known as the Medical Practice Act of 1985, is
anmended by addi ng definitions to read:

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"ABGC." The American Board of Cenetic Counseling.

"ABMG. " The Anmerican Board of Medical Genetics.
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* * %

"Active candi date status." The designati on awarded to

appli cants who have recei ved approval fromthe Ameri can Board of

CGCeneti c Counseling or the Aneri can Board of Medical Genetics to

sit for their respective certificati on exam nati ons.

* * %

"CGenetic counselor." An individual who is |licensed to

practi ce genetic counseling by the State Board of Medici ne or

the State Board of Osteopathi c Medicine.

"CGCenetic counseling." The provision of services to

i ndi viduals, couples, famlies and organi zati ons by one or nore

appropriately trained individuals to address the physi cal and

psychol ogi cal issues associated with the occurrence or risk of

occurrence of a genetic disorder, birth defect or genetically

i nfl uenced condition or disease in an individual or a fam|ly.

* * %

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 13.3. GCenetic counsel or.

(a) License required.--Two years after the effective date of

this section, it shall be unlawful for any person to hold

hinself out to the public as a genetic counselor or to practice

or offer to practice genetic counseling unl ess the person hol ds

a valid, current license i ssued by the board or the State Board

of Osteopat hic Medi ci ne.

(b)Y Use of title.--An individual who holds a valid, current

li cense i ssued by either board may use the title genetic

counsel or. No ot her person shall have that right.

(c) Requl ations.--The board is authori zed to pronul gate

requl ations to i npl enent this section.

(d) Scope of practice.--
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1 (1) A genetic counselor may provide genetic counseling
2 to clients, which shall include:

3 (i) Ontaining and interpreting individual and famly
4 nedi cal , devel opnental and reproductive histories.

5 (ii) Determning the node of inheritance and risk of
6 transm ssion of genetic conditions and birth defects.

7 (iii) Explaining the inheritance, features, natura
8 hi story, diagnosis and managenent of these conditions.

9 (iv) ldentifying, coordinating, interpreting and

10 expl aining genetic tests and ot her diagnostic studies.

11 (v) Assessing psychosocial factors, recognizing

12 soci al, educational and cultural issues.

13 (vi) Evaluating the client's or famly's responses
14 to the condition or risk of occurrence and providing

15 client-centered counseling and anticipatory guidance.

16 (vii) Facilitating inforned decision nmaeking about

17 testing, nmanagenent and reproductive alternatives.

18 (viii) ldentifying and facilitating access to

19 resources that provide nedical, educational, financial
20 and psychosoci al _support and advocacy.
21 (ix) Providing accurate witten docunentation of
22 nedi cal , genetic _and counseling information for famlies
23 and health care professionals as authorized by witten
24 consent of the client.
25 (2) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to
26 aut horize a genetic counselor to diagnose, test or treat any
27 genetic or other disease or condition. Wen in the course of
28 providing genetic counseling services to any client a genetic
29 counselor finds any indication of a disease or condition that
30 requi res professional service outside the scope of practice
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1 defined in this section, the genetic counselor shall refer

2 that client to a physician |icensed to practice nedicine and
3 surgery without restriction.

4 (e) Exenptions.--The follow ng persons nmay provide genetic
5 counseling without holding the |license required by this section
6 as_indicated:

7 (1) A person |licensed under any other section of this

8 act _or _any other law of this Commonweal th, while acting

9 within the scope of practice of the person's |icense and

10 training, provided the person does not hold thenselves out to
11 the public as a genetic counselor.

12 (2) A person enployed by the Federal Governnent to

13 provide genetic counseling while in the discharge of the

14 person's official duties.

15 (3) A student enrolled in an ABGC-accredited or ABM>
16 accredited genetic counseling educational programor an ABM>
17 accredited nedical genetics educational program if the

18 counseling is an integral part of the student's course of

19 study and is perfornmed under the direct supervision of a
20 genetic counselor or a physician licensed to practice
21 nedi ci ne_and surgery wthout restriction assigned to
22 supervi se the student.
23 (4) A person trained as a genetic counselor that is
24 reapplying for the ABCG certification exam nation and
25 gat hering | ogbook cases under general supervision in an
26 approved genetic counseling training site.
27 (5) A person trained as a Ph.D. nedical geneticist that
28 is reapplying for the ABMG certification exam nation and is
29 gat hering | ogbook cases under a supervisor identified in the
30 training programis ABMG accreditation docunents as a nenber
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of the training faculty.

(f) CQualifications.--An applicant shall be licensed to

practi ce genetic counseling under this act if the applicant

nmeets all of the followi ng qualifications and has ot herw se

conplied with the provisions of this act:

(1) The person is at |east 21 years of age.

(2) The person is of good noral character.

(3) The person has received a naster's degree in genetic

counseling froman ABGC-accredited or ABMG accredited

educati onal program or the person has recei ved a doct oral

deqree and has successfully conpl eted an ABMG accredited

medi cal genetics educati onal program

(4) The person has passed the exam nati on for

certification as a genetic counsel or by the Ameri can Board of

CGCeneti c Counseling or the Anerican Board of Medi cal Genetics

or has passed the exanmi nation for certification as a nedi cal

or clinical geneticist by the Areri can Board of Medi cal

(5) The person has conpl eted an application form

provi ded by the board and paid the appropri ate fee.

(g) Licensure of noncertified persons.--For a period of

three yvears after the effective date of this section, the board

may i ssue a license to a person who neets all of the

qualifications for licensure except for the requirenents of

subsection (f)(3) and (4), provided the person has worked as a

geneti c counselor for a mninum of ten years precedi ng the

enactnent of this section. Al of the foll owi ng shall apply:

(1) The person has received a naster's or hi gher degree

in genetics or a related field of study.

(2) The person has never failed the ABGC or ABMS
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certification exanm nati on.

(3) The person subnmits at |east three letters of

reconmendati on, one of which nust be froma genetic counsel or

certified by ABGC or ABMG and one nust be fromeither a

clinical geneticist certified by ABMG or a nedi cal geneti ci st

certified by ABMG Al individuals subnmtting | etters of

reconmendati on nust have worked with the applicant in an

enpl oynent setting during the previous ten years and can

attest to the applicant's conpetency in providi ng genetic

counsel i ng servi ces.

(4) The person provides docunentati on of attendi ng ABGC-

approved conti nui ng educati on prograns Wi thin the previ ous

five years.

(h) Provisional license.--The board may i ssue a provisi onal

|icense to practice genetic counseling to a person who neets al

of the qualifications for |licensure except for the certification

requi renent of subsection (f)(4), provided the person has been

granted active candidate status establishing eligibility to sit

for the next avail able certificati on exan nati on by the Aneri can

Board of Genetic Counseling or the Aneri can Board of Medi cal

CGCenetics. The follow ng shall apply:

(1) A provisional license shall allow the person to

practi ce under the supervision of a genetic counselor or a

physician |licensed to practice nedi ci ne and surgery w t hout

restriction until the person receives certification fromthe

ABGC or the ABMG or two exani nati on cycl es have el apsed,

whi chever cones first.

(2) Under no circunstances shall a person continue to

practice on a provisional license for nore than 30 days after

notification that the person has not passed the exam nati on

20070H2137B3044 - 6 -



within two exani nation cycles after receiving the provisional

i cense.

(i) Licensure fees.--All application and |licensure fees

shall be set by the board by requl ati on.

(i) Reciprocal disciplinary action.--Di sciplinary action

taken by the State Board of Medici ne agai nst a geneti c counsel or

licensed by it shall be enforceable by the State Board of

Ost eopat hi ¢ Medi ci ne agai nst that sane person if the person

hol ds or seeks a license to practice as a genetic counselor with

the State Board of Osteopathi c Medicine.

(k) Continuing education. --

(1) The board shall adopt, pronul gate and enforce rul es

and reqgul ati ons consistent with the provisions of this

section establishing requirenents of continui ng education to

be net by persons |licensed as genetic counsel ors under this

section as a condition for renewal of their |licenses. The

requl ati ons shall include any fees necessary for the board to

carry out its responsibilities under this section.

(2) Beginning with the |license period desi gnated by

requl ation, |licensees shall be required to attend and

conpl ete 30 hours of nandatory conti nui ng educati on during

each two-year |license period. Nationally certified education

courses shall be considered as creditable, in addition to any

ot her courses the board deens creditable toward nmeeti ng the

requi renents for continui ng educati on.

(3) An individual applying for the first tine for

licensure in this Commonweal th shall be exenpted fromthe

conti nui ng educati on requirenents for the biennial renewal

period following initial |icensure.

(4) (i) The board may waive all or a portion of the
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conti nui ng educati on requirenent for biennial renewal for

a licensee who shows to the sati sfacti on of the board

that the |licensee was unable to conplete the requirenents

due to serious illness, mlitary service or other

denonstrat ed hardshi p.

(ii) The request shall be made in witing with

appropri ate docunentati on and shall include a description

of circunstances sufficient to show why the |icensee was

unable to conply with the conti nui ng educati on

requi renent.

(5) A licensee seeking to reinstate an i nactive or

| apsed |icense shall show proof of conpliance with the

conti nui ng educati on requirenent for the precedi ng bi enni um

(6) All courses, locations, instructors and providers

shal|l be approved by the board. No credit shall be given for

any course in office nanagenent.

Section 3. The State Board of Medicine shall pronul gate
regul ations to carry out the provisions of this act wwthin 18
nont hs of the effective date of this act.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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