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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2118 %5

| NTRODUCED BY SABATI NA, McGEEHAN, BUXTON, CCHEN, CRUZ, GEI ST,
HARHAI , HORNAVAN, W KELLER, MELI O, MYERS, PARKER, PETRONE
READSHAW SHI MKUS, SONNEY, WATSQON, YOUNGBLOCD, DALEY,
GOCDMVAN, HERSHEY, JOSEPHS, LEACH, MOYER, O NEILL, PAYTON AND
RCEBUCK, DECEMBER 13, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, DECEMBER 13, 2007

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

N T N S N e
N~ o o~ W N kL O

AN ACT

Amrending Title 44 (Law and Justice) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol idated Statutes, providing for safety equi pnent for |aw

enforcement officers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 44 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a part to read:

LAW ENFORCENMENT

41. Prelimnary Provisions (Reserved)

43. Safety Equi pnent

CHAPTER 41

SAFETY EQUI PIVENT
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Sec.

4301. Definitions.

4302. Provi si on of vests.

§ 4301. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Conmmi ssioner." The Conm ssioner of the Pennsyl vania State
Police.
"Law enforcenent officer." Any person who by virtue of the

person's office or public enploynent is vested by law with the

duty to maintain public order and to nake arrests for offenses,

whet her that duty extends to all offenses or is limted to

speci fic of fenses.

"Vest." A soft body arnor vest which conplies with the

provi sions of this chapter.

§ 4302. Provision of vests.

(a) Requirenents.--Every | aw enforcenent officer shall be

provided with a vest by his or her enployer. Each vest shall be

of a type commonly known or classified as Type |, Type || A Type

Il or Type IIl A in such standard cl assificati on systens as the

National Institute of Justice standards for ballistic and knife

resi stance of police body arnor and shall provide front, back

and side protection. Any vest whi ch does not neet the

requi renents of this section shall be i nmedi ately di scarded and

repl aced with a vest which conplies with this section. Every

enpl oyer shall conduct nonthly inspections to ensure that the

vests worn by its | aw enforcenent officers are in conpli ance

with this section

(b) Requl ations.--The conni ssi oner shall pronul gate
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requl ati ons prescri bi ng standards and specifications for vests.

In pronul gati ng the requl ati ons, the conmi ssi oner shall gi ve due

consideration to all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The maxi numtotal weight of a vest whi ch provides

adequat e protecti on agai nst ballistic and knife penetrati on

and trauma and which nay be worn in confort throughout an

ei ght - hour tour of duty.

(2) The ballistic specifications which the vest or any

part thereof nust be capabl e of defeati ng which shall include

the ballistic specifications of any firearns considered to be

standard i ssue to eligible | aw enforcenent officers.

(3) The knife perforation specifications which the vest

or any part thereof nust be capabl e of defeating.

(4) The requirenent that vests shall provide front, back

and si de protection.

(5) The testing procedures appropriate for determ ning

the effecti veness of the vests.

(6) The | abeling requirenents for the vests and

conponent parts thereof.

(7)) The commercial availability of conforni ng vests.

(c) Civil penalty.--Any enployer that fails to provide a

vest under this section shall pay a civil penalty of $1,000 for

each vest that is not provided.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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