PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2869 PRINTER S NO. 3014

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1999 *55

| NTRODUCED BY SEI P, BENNI NGTON, CALTAG RONE, CASORI O, HARHAI,
JOSEPHS, KULA, MAHONEY, MCALL, MJRT, MJSTI O MYERS
PETRARCA, SOLOBAY, WALKO, WATERS, YOUNGBLOOD, HARKI NS
SONNEY, Cl VERA, HORNAMAN, MACKERETH, M LLARD, KILLIQN, HELM
K. SM TH AND PETRONE, NOVEMBER 19, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, DECEMBER 12, 2007

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112),
entitled "An act relating to the right to practice nedicine
and surgery and the right to practice nedically related acts;
reestablishing the State Board of Medical Education and
Li censure as the State Board of Medicine and providing for
its conmposition, powers and duties; providing for the
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i ssuance of licenses and certificates and the suspension and
revocation of licenses and certificates; providing penalties;
and maki ng repeals,” further providing for physician
assistants and for respiratory care practitioners.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 13 of the act of Decenber 20, 1985

(P.L.457, No.112), known as the Medical Practice Act of 1985, is
anmended by addi ng subsections to read:

Section 13. Physician assistants.

* * %

(c.1) Except as limted by subsection (c.2), and in addition

to existing authority, a physician assi stant shall have

authority to do all of the follow ng, provided that the




1 physician assistant is acting within the supervision and

2 direction of the supervising physician:

3 (1) Oder hone health and hospi ce care.

4 (2) Oder durable nedical equipnent.

5 (3) Issue oral orders to the extent permtted by a health

6 care facility's bylaws, rules, requlations or adm nistrative

7 policies and guidelines.

8 (4) Oder physical therapy and dietitian referrals.

9 (5) Oder respiratory and occupational therapy referrals.

10 (6) Performdisability assessnents for the program providing
11 Tenporary Assistance to Needy Fanmilies (TANF).

12 (7) Issue honebound schooling certifications.

13 (8) Performand sign the initial assessnent of nethadone

14 treatnent evaluations, provided that any order for nethadone

15 treatnent shall be made only by a physician.

16 (c.2) Nothing in this section shall be construed to:

17 (1) Supersede the authority of the Departnent of Health and
18 the Departnent of Public Welfare to requlate the types of health
19 care professionals who are eligible for nedical staff nenbership
20 or _clinical privileges.
21 (2) Restrict the authority of a health care facility to
22 deternine the scope of practice and supervision or other
23 oversight requirenments for health care professionals practicing
24 within the facility.
25 * %k
26 Section 2. Section 13.1(d) of the act, added July 2, 1993
27 (P.L.424, No.60), is anmended to read:
28 Section 13.1. Respiratory care practitioners.
29 * %k
30 (d) Supervision and scope of practice.--A respiratory care
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1 practitioner certified by the board may inplenent direct

2 respiratory care to an individual being treated by either a

3 licensed nedical doctor or a |licensed doctor of osteopathic

4 medi ci ne, upon [physician] prescription or referral by a

5 physician, certified registered nurse practitioner or_physician
6 assistant, or under nedical direction and approval consi stent
7 wth standing orders or protocols of an institution or health
8 <care facility. This care may constitute indirect services such
9 as consultation or evaluation of an individual and also

10 includes, but is not limted to, the follow ng services:

11 (1) Adm nistration of nedical gases.

12 (2) Hum dity and aerosol therapy.

13 (3) Adm nistration of aerosolized nedications.

14 (4) Intermttent positive pressure breathing.

15 (5) Incentive spironetry.

16 (6) Bronchopul nonary hygi ene.

17 (7) Managenent and nmi ntenance of natural airways.

18 (8) Muaintenance and insertion of artificial airways.
19 (9) Cardiopul nonary rehabilitation.
20 (10) Managenent and mai nt enance of nechani cal
21 ventil ation.
22 (11) Measurenent of ventilatory flows, volunes and
23 pressures.
24 (12) Analysis of ventilatory gases and bl ood gases.
25 * x *
26 SECTION 3. SECTION 36 OF THE ACT, AMENDED DECEMBER 9, 2002

27 (P.L.1344, NO 160), IS AVENDED TO READ

28 SECTION 36. PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT LI CENSE

29 (A) CENERAL RULE. --A PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT LI CENSE EMPONERS
30 THE HOLDER TO ASSI ST A MEDI CAL DOCTOR I N THE PROVI SI ON OF
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30

MEDI CAL CARE AND SERVI CES UNDER THE SUPERVI SI ON AND DI RECTI ON OF
THAT MEDI CAL DOCTOR AS PROVIDED IN TH S ACT.
(B) REQUI REMENTS. - - NO PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT LI CENSE MAY BE
| SSUED TO THE APPLI CANT UNLESS THE REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH BY
TH'S ACT AND SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS | SSUED BY THE BOARD ARE
VET, | NCLUDI NG REQUI REMENTS FOR THE PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANT TRAI NI NG
AND EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAMS VWH CH SHALL BE FORMULATED BY THE BOARD
I N ACCORDANCE W TH SUCH NATI ONAL CRI TERI A AS ARE ESTABLI SHED BY
NATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS OR SOCI ETI ES AS THE BOARD NMAY ACCEPT.
(© CRITER A --THE BOARD SHALL GRANT PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANT
LI CENSES TO APPLI CANTS WHO HAVE FULFI LLED THE FOLLOW NG
CRI TERI A:
(1) SATI SFACTORY PERFORVANCE ON THE PROFI Cl ENCY
EXAM NATI ON TO THE EXTENT THAT A PROFI Cl ENCY EXAM NATI ON
EXI STS.
(2) SATI SFACTORY COVPLETI ON OF A CERTI FI ED PROGRAM FCR
THE TRAI NI NG AND EDUCATI ON OF PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANTS.
(3) FOR CANDI DATES FOR I NI TI AL LI CENSURE AFTER JANUARY
1, 2004, OBTAI NVENT OF A BACCALAUREATE OR HI GHER DEGREE FROM
A COLLEGE OR UNI VERSI TY AND COMPLETI ON OF NOT LESS THAN 60
CLOCK HOURS OF DI DACTI C I NSTRUCTI ON I N PHARMACOLOGY OR OTHER
RELATED COURSES AS THE BOARD MAY APPROVE BY REGULATI ON.
(D) BIENNI AL RENEWAL. - - A PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT LI CENSE SHALL
BE SUBJECT TO BI ENNI AL RENEWAL BY THE BOARD. AS PART OF Bl ENNI AL

RENEWAL, A PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANT SHALL COMPLETE CONTI NUI NG MEDI CAL

EDUCATI ON AS REQUI RED BY THE NATI ONAL_COVM SSI ON ON

CERTI FI CATI ON OF_PHYSI CI AN ASS| STANTS.

(E) DESCRI PTI ON OF MANNER OF ASSI STANCE. - - THE APPLI CATI ON
SHALL | NCLUDE A WRI TTEN REQUEST FROM THE APPLI CANT' S SUPERVI SI NG
MEDI CAL DOCTOR WHO SHALL FILE W TH THE BOARD A DESCRI PTI ON OF
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1 THE MANNER I N VWH CH THE PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANT W LL ASSI ST THE
2 SUPERVI SI NG MEDI CAL DOCTOR, VHI CH DESCRI PTI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT
3 TO THE APPROVAL OF THE BOARD.

4 (F) LIABILITY PROVI SION. - -

5 (1) A PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANT LICENSED IN TH S COMVONWEAL TH

6 SHALL MAI NTAIN A LEVEL OF PROFESSI ONAL LI ABI LI TY | NSURANCE

7 COVERAGE AS REQUI RED FOR A NONPARTI Cl PATI NG HEALTH CARE

8 PROVI DER UNDER THE ACT OF MARCH 20, 2002 (P.L.154, NO 13),

9 KNOWN AS THE MEDI CAL CARE AVAI LABILITY AND REDUCTI ON OF ERROR
10 (MCARE) ACT, BUT SHALL NOT BE ELI G BLE TO PARTI ClI PATE I N THE
11 MEDI CAL_CARE AVAI LABILITY AND REDUCTI ON OF ERROR (MCARE)

12 FUND.

13 (2) THE BOARD SHALL ACCEPT FROM A LI CENSED PHYSI Cl AN

14 ASS| STANT AS SATI SFACTORY EVI DENCE OF_| NSURANCE COVERAGE ANY
15 OF THE FOLLOW NG

16 (1) SELF- 1 NSURANCE.

17 (1) PERSONALLY PURCHASED LI ABILITY | NSURANCE.

18 (11'l') PROFESSI ONAL LI ABILITY | NSURANCE COVERAGE

19 PROVI DED BY THE LI CENSEE' S EMPLOYER.

20 (V) SIM LAR | NSURANCE COVERAGE ACCEPTABLE TO THE
21 BOARD.

22 (3) A LICENSED PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT_NEED NOT_ BE

23 SEPARATELY INSURED |F THE LI CENSEE' S EMPLOYER | S A HEALTH

24 CARE PROVI DER AS DEFINED BY THE MEDI CAL CARE AVAI LABILITY AND
25 REDUCTI ON OF ERROR (MCARE) ACT THAT MAI NTAI NS | NSURANCE AS
26 REQUI RED BY THE MEDI CAL CARE AVAI LABI LI TY AND REDUCTI ON OF
27 ERROR (MCARE) ACT OR WHOSE EMPLOYER IS NOT_A HEALTH CARE

28 PROVI DER AS DEFI NED BY THE MEDI CAL CARE AVAI LABI LI TY AND

29 REDUCTI ON OF ERROR (MCARE) ACT, BUT WHO MAI NTAI NS | NSURANCE
30 AT _THE LEVEL REQUI RED OF A NONPARTI Cl PATI NG HEALTH CARE
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PROVI DER UNDER THE MEDI CAL CARE AVAI LABILITY AND REDUCTI ON OF

ERROR ( MCARE) ACT.

Section 3 4. The State Board of Medicine, the Departnent of <—
Public Wl fare and the Departnent of Health shall pronul gate
regul ations to i nplenent the addition of section 13(c.1) and
(c.2) of the act within 18 nonths of the effective date of this
secti on.

Section 4 5. The following acts are repeal ed insofar as they <—
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are inconsistent with the addition of section 13(c.1) and (c.2)
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of the act:

=
=

(1) Section 9(a) of the act of Cctober 10, 1975

=
N

(P.L.383, No.110), known as the Physical Therapy Practice
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w

Act .
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(2) Section 14 of the act of June 15, 1982 (P.L.502,

=Y
(63}

No. 140), known as the Cccupational Therapy Practice Act.

=Y
(e}

Section 5 6. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <—
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