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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1935 %%

I NTRODUCED BY CASORI O, BRENNAN, KOTI K, KULA, M| LHATTAN,
SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY AND YOUNGBLOOD, OCTOBER 23, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, OCTOBER 23, 2007

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 5, 1941 (P.L.84, No.45), entitled "An
act providing for and regul ating the appoi ntnment, pronotion
and reduction in rank, suspension and renoval of paid nenbers
of the police force in boroughs, incorporated tows and
townshi ps of the first class maintaining a police force of
not | ess than three nenbers; creating a civil service
conmmi ssion in each borough, incorporated town and township of
the first class; defining the duties of such civil service
conmi ssion; inposing certain duties and expense on boroughs,

i ncorporated towns and townshi ps of the first class; inposing
penal ties, and repealing inconsistent |aws," further

provi ding for renoval s, suspensions or reductions in rank of
police officers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 20 of the act of June 5, 1941 (P.L. 84,
No. 45), entitled "An act providing for and regul ating the
appoi ntment, pronotion and reduction in rank, suspension and
removal of paid nenbers of the police force in boroughs,
i ncorporated towns and townshi ps of the first class naintaining
a police force of not less than three nenbers; creating a civil
servi ce conm ssion in each borough, incorporated town and

township of the first class; defining the duties of such civil
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servi ce conm ssion; inposing certain duties and expense on
bor oughs, incorporated towns and townshi ps of the first class;

i nposi ng penalties, and repealing inconsistent |aws,"” anended
May 9, 1984 (P.L.256, No.58), is anmended to read:

Section 20. Renovals.--No person enployed in any police
departnment of any political subdivision shall be suspended,
removed or reduced in rank, except for the follow ng reasons:
(1) physical or nental disability affecting his ability to
continue in service, in which cases the person shall receive an
honor abl e di scharge from service; (2) neglect or violation of
any official duty; (3) violation of any law of this Commonweal t h
whi ch provides that such violation constitutes a m sdeneanor or
felony; (4) inefficiency, neglect, intenperance, disobedience of
orders or conduct unbecom ng an officer; (5) intoxication while
on duty; (6) engaging or participating in the conducting of any

political or election canpaign while on duty or in uniform

otherwi se than to exercise his own right of suffrage. A person
so enpl oyed shall not be renoved for religious, racial or
political reasons. A witten statenent of any charges made
agai nst any person so enployed shall be furnished to such person
within five days after the sanme are filed.

If for reasons of econony or other reasons it shall be deened
necessary by any municipality to reduce the nunber of paid
enpl oyes of the police departnent, then such political
subdi vi sion shall apply the follow ng procedure: (a) if there
are any enployes eligible for retirenent under the terns of any
retirement or pension |aw, then such reduction in nunbers shal
be made by retirenment if the party to be retired exceeds the
maxi mum age as defined in the act of COctober 27, 1955 (P.L.744,

No. 222), known as the "Pennsyl vania Human Rel ations Act"; (b) if
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t he nunber of paid enployes in the police force eligible to
retirement is insufficient to effect the necessary reduction in
nunbers, or if there are no persons eligible for retirenent, or
if no retirements or pension fund exist, then the reduction
shall be effected by furloughing the man or nen, including
probati oners | ast appointed to said police force. Such renpva
shall be acconplished by furloughing in nunerical order,

commencing with the man | ast appointed until such reduction
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shall have been acconplished. In the event the said police force
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shall again be increased the enployes furl oughed shall be

=
=

reinstated in the order of their seniority in the service.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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