PRINTER S N0 2650

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1918 %%

| NTRODUCED BY STURLA, GEORGE, JOSEPHS, BASTI AN, BELFANTI
BENNI NGTON, CONKLI N, DALEY, DALLY, DePASQUALE, FAI RCH LD
FRANKEL, FREENMAN, GCEI ST, HERSHEY, HORNAMAN, KI NG KOTI K
LENTZ, LONG ETTI, R MLLER MJRT, M O BRI EN, PETRONE,
SANTONI, SCAVELLO, SH MKUS, SOLOBAY, SURRA, THOVAS, WALKOQO
YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK AND WANSACZ, OCTOBER 16, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
OCTOBER 16, 2007

O (o0} ~ » GORrWNEF

N T N S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

AN ACT
Amrending Title 27 (Environnental Resources) of the Pennsyl vania
Consol idated Statutes, providing for use of the G ow ng
Greener Bond Fund to support the installation of small w nd
energy systens; and establishing the Snmall Wnd Energy
Assi st ance Fund.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 6105(b)(1) and 6116(c)(1) of Title 27 of
t he Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anmended to read:
§ 6105. Agenci es.
* * %
(b) The Departnent of Environnmental Protection.--
(1) The Departnent of Environnmental Protection shal
utilize noney it receives fromthe fund for the follow ng
pur poses:

(1) To inplement acid m ne drai nage abatenent and

cl eanup efforts and plug abandoned and orphan oil and gas
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(ii) To provide funding for technical assistance and
financial incentives to facilitate rem ning.

(ii1) To provide grants to a county or other
muni ci pality, council of governnents, county conservation
districts, watershed organi zati ons and ot her authori zed
organi zations for acid m ne drai nage abatenment, m ne
cl eanup efforts and well plugging.

(iv) To provide grants and technical assistance to a
county or other nunicipality, council of governnents,
county conservation districts, watershed organi zations
and ot her authorized organi zations to plan and i npl enent
| ocal wat ershed-based conservation efforts.

(v) To inprove water-quality-inpaired watersheds,

i ncludi ng those polluted by past mning activities,
agricultural and urban runoff, atnospheric deposition,
on-|l ot sewage systens and earthnoving activities.

(vii) For watershed protection.

(viii) For small wi nd energy assi stance.

* * %

§ 6116. Establishnment of bond fund and all ocation and use of
bond proceeds.
* x *
(c) Allocation and use of funds.--Mneys in the bond fund
shall be allocated and used as fol | ows:

(1) The anpunt of $230, 000,000 to the Departnent of
Environnental Protection for its existing prograns for
wat er shed protection, mne and acid m ne drai nage
remedi ati on, pluggi ng of abandoned oil and gas wells,

advanced energy projects as authorized in subparagraph (i),
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small wi nd enerqy assi stance as authori zed i n subparagraph

(iii), flood protection, geol ogical hazards and brownfi el ds
remedi ati on. At |east $60, 000,000 shall be used for acid mne
dr ai nage abatenent and m ne cl eanup efforts. The Depart nent
of Environnental Protection is authorized to nake portions of

t hese noneys available to the foll owi ng Cormonweal th agenci es

(i) up to $10, 000,000 annually to the Energy
Devel opnent Authority for advanced energy projects; [and]
(ii) up to $5,000,000 annually to the Departnent of

Community and Econom c Devel opnent for brownfiel ds

(iii) up to $11,000,000 to the Small W nd Energy

Assi st ance Fund for purposes of Chapter 64 (relating to

Section 2. Title 27 is anended by adding a chapter to read:

1

2

3
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7 and authorities for the purposes desi gnat ed:
8

9

10

11

12 remedi ation[.]; and

13

14

15 smal | _wi nd energy_ assi stance).

16 * x *

17

18 CHAPTER 64

19 SVALL W ND ENERGY ASS| STANCE
20 Sec.
21 6401. Scope of chapter.
22 6402. lLegislative intent.
23 6403. Definitions.
24 6404. Departnent powers and duties.
25 6405. Fund.
26 6406. Small w nd _energy system
27 8§ 6401. Scope of chapter.
28 This chapter relates to small w nd energy assistance.
29 8§ 6402. lLegislative intent.
30 |t

is the intent of the General Assenbly to encourage
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Pennsyl vani a property owners to utilize small wind energy to

power heating, cooling, hot water and el ectrical systens on

their property through partially subsidizing installati on costs

for small wind energy systens.

8§ 6403. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Environnental Protection of

t he Conmmopnweal t h.

"Fund." The Small W nd Energy Assi stance Fund established in

section 6405 (relating to fund).

"Small wind energy." A renewable or alternative enerqy

system that converts wind directly into enerqgy.

"Smal|l wind energy system" An arrangenent or conbi nati on of

conponents installed that utilizes wind power to produce energy

desi gned to provide heating, cooling, hot water and/or

electricity, provided the systemis no | ess than 750 watts and

no nore than one negawatt.

8 6404. Depart nent powers and duti es.

The departnment has the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To administer this chapter

(2) To administer the fund under section 6405 (rel ati ng

(3) To pronul gate requl ations to i npl enent this chapter

within 18 nonths of the effective date of this section and

establi sh m ni mum standards that nust be net in addition to

the required Federal standards.

§ 6405. Fund.

(a) Establishnent.--The Snall Wnd Enerqy Assi stance Fund is
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establi shed as a separate fund in the State Treasury.

(b) Purpose.--The departnent shall use the fund to subsidi ze

the installation of small w nd enerqgy systens.

8 6406. Small wi nd energy system

(a) GCeneral rule.--An owner of property that installs a

small wind enerqy systemmay be entitled to a rei nbursenent as

provi ded under this section. The funds shall be allocated on a

first-come, first-served basis until the funds are depl et ed.

(b) Limtation.--

(1) Reinbursenent shall be limted to:

(i) 60%of installation costs for systens costing

| ess than $10, 000;

(ii) 50%of installation costs for systens costing

bet ween $10, 001 and $20, 000;

(iii) 40%of installation costs for systens costing

bet ween $20, 001 and $75, 000;

(iv) 30%of installation costs for systens costing

bet ween $75, 001 and $300, 000; and

(v) no nore than $90,000 for installation costs for

systens costing nore than $300, 000.

(2) Commercial wind farns which sell wi nd power are not

eliqgible for reinbursenent.

(c) Appropriation.--The sum of $11, 000,000 is hereby

appropriated fromthe G owi ng G eener Bond Fund to the Snal

W nd Enerqy Assi stance Fund for the fiscal year July 1, 2008, to

June 30, 2009, to carry out the provisions of this chapter. This

appropriation is a continuing appropriati on and shall not | apse.

(d) Use of fund.--The nobneys in the fund shall be used for

the foll owi ng purposes:

(1) The use of supplies and equi pnment directly rel ated
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to the installation of a small wi nd energy system

(2) WMaintaining an infrastructure in this Conmponweal t h

so that Pennsyl vani a-based conpanies will be able to conpl ete

the necessary installations to neet the requi renents of the

act of Novenber 30, 2004 (P.L.1672, No.?213), known as the

Al ternative Energy Portfolio Standards Act.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

J11L27BI L/ 20070H1918B2650 - 6 -



