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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of April 28, 1961 (P.L.111, No.50), entitled

"An act providing for assistance to agencies pronoting

tourist travel and vacation business in Pennsylvani a;

aut hori zing the Department of Comrerce to nmake grants and

provi de assistance to properly designated tourist pronotion

agenci es; conferring powers and inmposing duties on the
governi ng bodi es of certain political subdivisions,"
requiring grants to be awarded on conpetitive basis; and
maki ng editorial changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title and section 2 of the act of April 28,
1961 (P.L.111, No.50), known as the Tourist Pronotion Law, are
amended to read:

AN ACT
Provi ding for assistance to agencies pronoting tourist travel
and vacati on busi ness in Pennsylvania; authorizing the

Department of [Conmmerce] Community and Econom ¢ Devel opnent to

make grants and provi de assistance to properly designated
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touri st pronotion agencies; conferring powers and i nposing
duties on the governing bodies of certain political
subdi vi si ons.

Section 2. Declaration of Policy.--1t is hereby determ ned
and declared as a matter of |egislative finding:

(1) That the health, safety, norals and general welfare of
t he people of the Cormonwealth are directly dependent upon the
conti nual encouragenent, devel opnent, growth and expansi on of
busi ness, industry and comrerce within the Comonweal t h.

(2) That unenpl oynent, the spread of indigency, the heavy
burden of public assistance and unenpl oynent conpensation can
best be avoided by the pronotion, attraction, stinmulation,
devel opnent and expansi on of all business, industry and conmmrerce
in the Commonweal t h.

Therefore, it is declared to be the policy of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania to pronote the health, safety,
norals and general welfare of its inhabitants through its

Department of [Commerce] Community and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent by

nmeans of grants to be nade to tourist pronotion agencies which
are or may be engaged in planning and pronoting prograns
designed to stinulate and i ncrease the volunme of tourist,

vi sitor and vacation business within the counties served by such
agenci es.

Section 2. Section 3 of the act, amended June 29, 1989
(P.L.64, No.14), is anmended to read:

Section 3. Definitions.--The foll ow ng words and phrases
when used in this act shall have the neanings given to themin
this section unless the context clearly indicates otherw se:

(1) "County tourist pronotion agency."” A nonprofit

corporation, organization, association or agency which is
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desi gnated by ordinance in cities of the first class and by
proper resolution of the governing body of a county, concurred
in by resolution of the governing bodies of cities, boroughs,
towns or townships within the county which have an aggregate of
nore than fifty per centum of the total population of the
county, as determ ned by the nost recently conpl eted decenni al
United States Census, as the agency authorized to make
application to and receive grants fromthe Departnent of

[ Comrerce of the Commonweal th] Conmunity and Econonic

Devel opnent for the purpose of representing a single

governmental entity in accordance with this act, except as
ot herwi se provided in paragraph (6).
(2) "Departnment.” The Departnent of [Commerce] Conmunity

and Econoni c Devel opnent of the Commonweal t h.

(3) "Eligible costs.™

(1) The termincludes pronotional expenses incurred by a
touri st pronotion agency in connection with marketing and
advertising activities, including, but not limted to, all of
t he foll ow ng:

(A) Consultants and contractual services, (including
contracts for fulfillnment services or advertising).

(B) Travel.

(C Postage.

(D) Printing and reproducti on.

(E) Adverti sing.

(F) Public relations.

(G A mximumof fifty per centumof the salaries and wages
of persons enployed by a tourist pronotion agency who are
responsi ble for fulfillment services as determ ned by the

depart nment.
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(H Al toll-free and regul ar tel ephone charges except
equi pnent purchase and repair charges.

(I') Salaries, benefits and wages of persons enpl oyed by a
touri st pronotion agency for the sole purpose of staffing an
information center which is |ocated at the central office or
headquarters of the tourist pronotion agency and is approved by
t he departnent.

(J) Salaries, benefits and wages of persons enpl oyed by a
touri st pronotion agency to staff, and rent and utilities and
i nsurance associated with, an information center operated by the
touri st pronotion agency which is not |ocated at the central
of fice or headquarters of the tourist pronotion agency.

(i1i) Except as otherw se provided in subparagraph (i), the
term does not include operational expenses, including, but not
limted to, salaries, benefits, wages, rent, utilities, office
suppl i es, equi pnent, insurance and vehicl e expenses.

(3.1) "Fulfillment services.” Al activities required to be
performed in order to respond to travel and tourisminquiries,

i ncluding, but not limted to, answering and responding to
tel ephone and mail inquiries, stuffing envel opes, gathering
requested material and distributing brochures.

(4) "CGoverning bodies.”" The elected unit enpowered to enact
ordi nances or adopt resolutions in order to govern a particul ar

county, city, borough, town or township.

(5) "CGovernnental entity." A city of the first class or a
county.
(6) "Regional tourist pronotion agency.” A nonprofit

corporation, organization, association or agency which is
desi gnated by ordinance in cities of the first class and by

proper resolution of the governing body of a county or counties
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as the agency to nmake application to and receive grants fromthe
departnent for the purpose of representing any of the foll ow ng
in accordance with this act:

(i) Two or nore governnmental entities.

(ii) A county of the second cl ass.

(tit) Avcity of the first class.

(7) "Tourist pronotion agency." Either a county or regional
touri st pronotion agency, as defined in this section.

Section 3. Section 4 of the act is anended to read:

Section 4. Recognition of Tourist Pronotion Agencies.--The
[ Departnent of Commerce] departnent, upon receipt of certified
copi es of such ordinances or resolutions as may be necessary to
satisfy it that a tourist pronotion agency has been duly
designated to act within a particular county or city of the
first class, pursuant to section three of this act, shal
recogni ze such tourist pronotion agency as the sol e such agency
wi thin such county or city for the purposes of this act.

Section 4. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 5.2. Gants awarded on conpetitive basis.--The

departnent shall award grants on a conpetitive basis.

Not wi t hst andi ng t he provi sions of section 5.1, the departnent

may not reserve, designate or set aside any specific | evel of

funds or percentage of funds to a touri st pronoti on agency pri or

to the conpl etion of the applicati on process under section 5,

nor nmay the departnment use its rul emaki ng authority under

section 7 to designate a set percentage of funds to a touri st

pronoti on agency.

Section 5. Section 7 of the act is anmended to read:
Section 7. Rules and Regul ati ons of the Departnent.--The

[ Departnent of Commerce] departnent is directed to adm nister
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this tourist pronotion programw th such flexibility so as to
bring about as effective and econom cal a tourist pronotion
program as possible. In order to effectuate and enforce the
provi sions of this act, the Departnment of Conmerce is authorized
to pronul gate necessary rules and regul ati ons and prescri be
procedures in order to assure conpliance by tourist pronotion
agencies in carrying out the purposes for which grants may be

made her eunder.
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Section 6. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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