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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1849 %55~

| NTRODUCED BY COHEN, THOVAS, GCEI ST, HENNESSEY, BELFANTI, GEORGE
JOSEPHS, McGEEHAN, MUNDY AND READSHAW SEPTEMBER 27, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, SEPTEMBER 27, 2007
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 40 (I nsurance) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, providing for health care coverage for telehealth

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 40 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed
Statutes is anended by adding a part to read:

HEALTH CARE COVERAGE

71. (Reserved).

72. Tel eheal t h.

CHAPTER 71

Sec.

7201. Definitions.

7202. Provi si on of coverage.




§ 7201. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Heal th care professional." An individual who is |icensed,

certified or otherwise requlated to provide health care services

under the |laws of this Conmbnweal t h.

"Health care services." Services for the di agnosi s,

prevention, treatnment, cure or relief of a health condition,

injury, disease or illness.

"Tel ehealth.” The renpte interacti on between a health care

pr of essi onal and a patient through the use of any of the

(1) A video canera transni ssi on.

(2) A conputer video transmn Ssion.

(3) An electronic health nonitoring device.

(4) Another tel econmuni cati ons device that delivers

health i nformati on concerning a patient to a health care

pr of essi onal .

8§ 7202. Provi si on of coverage.

An i nsurer that issues, delivers, executes or renews health

care insurance in this Commonweal th shall provide coverage for

telehealth if a health care professional certifies all of the

(1) That the use of telehealth is appropriate for the

(2) That the health care professional will be able to

mai ntai n proper direct exam nation of the patient or that

direct exam nation of the patient is not necessary.

(3) That the use of telehealth will result in | ower
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1 health care costs than if it were not used.

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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